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							[image: Dozens gathered at Nadaka Nature Park in Gresham, Ore., Saturday morning, March 16, 2024, to hold a tree planting event in memory of those who died during the heatwave of 2021. Multiple trees were planted across the Multnomah County in memory of each life that was lost. Family members and friends of those who passed participated in the event. (Mark Graves/The Oregonian via AP)]
					

				
							
											Oregon County Plants Trees to Honor Victims of Killer 2021 Heat Wave
									

										
					Family members of people killed by record-breaking heat in the Portland area three years ago gathered over the weekend to plant trees across Multnomah County in honor of its 72 victims. Authorities say more people died from the heat in the greater Portland area that June than in the entire state over the past 20 years.
										Read More
									

					

	


	
	
				
							[image: The Supreme Court is seen on Capitol Hill in Washington, March 4, 2024]
					

				
							
											Supreme Court to Decide if Federal Officials Have a Right to Ban Some Social Media Posts
									

										
					The Supreme Court is taking up a dispute between Republican-led states and the Biden administration over how far the federal government can go to combat controversial social media posts on topics including COVID-19 and election security
										Read More
									

					

	


	
	
				
							[image: Usher addresses the audience after winning Entertainer of the Year during the 55th NAACP Image Awards, Saturday, March 16, 2024, at The Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. (AP Photo/Chris Pizzello)]
					

				
							
											NAACP Image Awards Honors Usher and Cast of The Color Purple
									

										
					Usher was named entertainer of the year at the 55th annual NAACP Awards that highlighted works by entertainers and writers of color. He also received the President’s Award for his public service achievements through his New Look Foundation
										Read More
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											Study Reveals Soaring Successes and Lingering Struggles for Women, Especially Women of Color, in Music
									

										
					The latest report from the USC Annenberg Inclusion Initiative reflected on the strides forward and the persistent obstacles women’s professionals in the music industry face.
										Read More
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NORTHWEST NEWS
[image: ]Oregon County Plants Trees to Honor Victims of Killer 2021 Heat Wave
Family members of people killed by record-breaking heat in the Portland area three years ago gathered over the weekend to plant trees across Multnomah County in honor of its 72 victims. Authorities say more people died from the heat in the greater Portland area that June than in the entire state over the past 20 years.



[image: ]Washington State Bar Association OKs Far Lower Caseloads for Public Defenders
The Washington State Bar Association has approved far lower case limits for public defenders in an effort to stop them from quitting, to help with recruiting and to fairly represent defendants. Skeptics agree the system is breaking down but are concerned about finding more attorneys to hire. Many counties, especially rural ones, already struggle to employ enough public defenders and get almost no state funding, which some say should change.



[image: ]Portland Establishes Monument Review Process
City Council unanimously votes to create policy for questioning public monuments, now classified as separate from public art. 



[image: ]Lawsuit Accuses Portland Police Officer of Fatally Shooting Unarmed Black Man in the Back 
According to the complaint, in 2022, the officer shot Immanueal Clark in the back as he ran away.




	
	
	
		
	

	NEWS BRIEFS
[image: ]Chemical Engineer, Kara Branch, is Traveling the U.S. Putting More Black Girls Into STEM Education and Careers
Black Girls Do Engineer is a nonprofit dedicated to getting more Black and brown girls into STEM
...


[image: ]Rose Festival Princess From Grant High School Selected
On March 14, Daniela Gray was named a Princess of this year's court.
...


[image: ]Portland Rose Festival 2024 Court Member from Cleveland High School Announced
The Rose Festival Princess from Cleveland High School, Zora Forsberg, was selected March 14.
...


[image: ]Portland Rose Festival 2024 Court Member from Central Catholic High School Announced
The Rose Festival Princess from Central Catholic High School, Jayda Jackson, was selected March 8.
...


[image: ]Portland Rose Festival 2024 Court Member from Lincoln High School Announced
The Rose Festival Princess from Lincoln High School, Isabelle Muresan, was selected on March 12.
...





 [image: ]Things to know about the risk of landslides in the US
OSO, Wash. (AP) — Landslides occur around the world and have helped shape the Earth as we know it. They tend to garner little notice when they strike in remote, unpopulated areas, but they also have the potential to cause immense catastrophes.
              The landslide that destroyed a rural...


[image: ]A southeast Alaska community wrestles with a deadly landslide's impact
WRANGELL, Alaska (AP) — Jamie Roberts and her husband felt lucky when they found an A-frame cabin on forest-draped Wrangell Island in southeast Alaska, where they could settle on a few acres and have some chickens. 
              A stretch of highway a few miles north, the only road into town,...


[image: ]Georgia ends game on 12-0 run to beat Missouri 64-59 in first round of SEC tourney
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (AP) — Blue Cain had 19 points, Justin Hill scored 17 off the bench and 11th-seeded Georgia finished the game on a 12-0 run to beat No. 14 seed Missouri 64-59 on Wednesday night in the first round of the Southeastern Conference Tournament.
              Cain hit 6 of 12 shots,...


[image: ]Georgia faces Missouri in SEC Tournament
Missouri Tigers (8-23, 0-18 SEC) vs. Georgia Bulldogs (16-15, 6-12 SEC)
              Nashville, Tennessee; Wednesday, 9:30 p.m. EDT
              FANDUEL SPORTSBOOK  LINE: Bulldogs -3; over/under is 147
              BOTTOM LINE: Georgia plays in the SEC Tournament against Missouri.
             ...







	


OPINION
[image: ]OP-ED: Congress Is Right: Federal Reserve’s Reg II Will Hurt Minority Communities in America
The Fed is taking every effort to promote income equality and workplace diversity and inclusion, but Regulation II would undercut its great work in this respect and cause potential harm to millions of minority families. Now that a congressional coalition has...


[image: ]OP-ED: A Silent Killer No More
Data from Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York City shows that more than 13 percent of African American men between the ages 45 and 79 will develop prostate cancer in their lifetimes. And Black men have a 70 percent higher rate of developing...


[image: ]Message from Commissioner Jesse Beason: February is 'Black History and Futures Month'
I am honored to join the Office of Sustainability and to co-sponsor a proclamation to mark “Black History and Futures Month”
...


[image: ]Ending Unfair Contracts Harming Minority Businesses Will Aid Gov. Kotek’s Affordable Housing Goals
Senate Bill 1575 will protect small businesses from state and local government’s unfair contract practices while also allowing the building industry to help the governor meet her affordable housing project goals.
...



	
	
	
		
	

	AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE NEWS
[image: ]Texas' migrant arrest law is back on hold after briefly taking effect
McALLEN, Texas (AP) — Texas' plans to arrest migrants suspected of entering the U.S. illegally were again on hold Wednesday after setting off uncertainty along the border and anger from Mexico flared during a brief few hours that the law was allowed to take effect. 
              A late-night...

[image: ]Sentencing continues for deputies who tortured 2 Black men in racist assault
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — Sentencing continues Wednesday for white former law enforcement officers in Mississippi who pleaded guilty last year to breaking into a home without a warrant and torturing two Black men with a stun gun, a sex toy and other objects.
              Daniel Opdyke, 28, and...

[image: ]GOP state attorneys push back on Biden's proposed diversity rules for apprenticeship programs
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) — A Biden administration plan to promote diversity and equity in workplace apprenticeship programs is facing pushback from Republican attorneys general in two dozen states who assert it amounts to race-based discrimination. 
              The U.S. Department of Labor...







	


ENTERTAINMENT
[image: ]Music Review: Kacey Musgraves’ 'Deeper Well' trades country-pop hooks for deep, folk-y meditation
Just over a decade ago, Kacey Musgraves emerged as a fresh new voice in country music – a mid-tempo storyteller with an incredible acuity both in her lyrics and in her instrumentation, knowing just when to pick up the harmonica, whistle a tune or break out the vocoder. 
              In the years...

[image: ]A new generation of readers embraces bell hooks' 'All About Love'
NEW YORK (AP) — In the summer of 2022, Emma Goodwin was getting over a breakup and thinking hard about her life and how to better herself. She decided to try a book she had heard about often, bell hooks’ “All About Love: New Visions."
              “I loved it. It takes seriously a subject...

[image: ]In ‘Frida’ documentary, artist Frida Kahlo’s own words are used to tell her story
Frida Kahlo used her own experiences to inform her art. In that spirit, Kahlo’s personal writings are used to help tell the story of her life in a new documentary, “Frida.”
              Filmmaker Carla Gutiérrez blends first person narration with archival footage and interpretive animation...


[image: ]NAACP Image Awards Honors Usher and Cast of The Color Purple

[image: ]Study Reveals Soaring Successes and Lingering Struggles for Women, Especially Women of Color, in Music

[image: ]House Passes Bill Banning TikTok in the United States

[image: ]A New Generation of Readers Embraces Bell Hooks' 'All About Love'






	



U.S. & WORLD NEWS
[image: ]Historic Antitrust Settlement Reshapes Real Estate Landscape: NAREB Prepares for Industry Shift

[image: ]Mississippi Ex-Deputy Gets 20-Year Sentence in Racist Torture of 2 Black Men

[image: ]Supreme Court Seems Favorable to Biden Administration Over Efforts to Combat Social Media Posts

[image: ]Supreme Court to Decide if Federal Officials Have a Right to Ban Some Social Media Posts


[image: ]During the Israel-Hamas war, Jews will soon celebrate Purim — one of their most joyous holidays
Purim is widely depicted as the most thoroughly joyful of Jewish holidays — highlighted by celebrations that...


[image: ]Biden casts the election as prom night for the voters who 'brung me to the dance'
WASHINGTON (AP) — When President Joe Biden talks to his supporters, he can make the presidential election sound...


[image: ]Biden impeachment inquiry is at a crossroads. As Hunter Biden declines to appear, GOP eyes next move
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House impeachment inquiry into President Joe Biden has hit a crossroads, lacking the...



[image: ]Hong Kong lawmakers unanimously approve security law giving government more power to curb dissent
HONG KONG (AP) — Hong Kong lawmakers unanimously approved a new national security law Tuesday that grants the...


[image: ]Election misinformation is a problem in any language. But some gets more attention than others
WASHINGTON (AP) — Warnings about deepfakes and disinformation fueled by artificial intelligence. Concerns about...


[image: ]South Africa's ruling ANC takes rival party to court in fractious buildup to election
CAPE TOWN, South Africa (AP) — South Africa's ruling African National Congress is taking the independent...








	



	                	
                	
           
	

                        
                                                						
	                        
								
	                            	

								
	
	




			
		
	
	
		By The Skanner News  |  The Skanner News


	


OLYMPIA — The state Legislature passed a measure this week that would give all employees in Washington five weeks of paid leave for a new child.
 The Senate passed the bill on a 26-22 vote to agree with changes made in the House that scaled down the measure significantly from what the Senate initially passed. It now heads to Gov. Chris Gregoire, who is expected to sign it.
 Six Democrats crossed the aisle to vote against the measure: Sens. Mary Margaret Haugen of Camano Island, Chris Marr of Spokane, Erik Poulsen of Seattle, Marilyn Rasmussen of Eatonville, Phil Rockefeller of Bainbridge Island and Tim Sheldon of Potlatch.
 Under the bill, starting in 2009, workers would get $250 a week for up to five weeks to care for a newborn or a newly adopted child.
 Originally, the measure would have allowed workers also to take leave to care for a seriously ill relative. It also would have imposed a 2-cent-an-hour tax on employees' pay to cover the program, but under an agreement between House and Senate lawmakers, that language was removed.
 Now, a new 13-member task force — including lawmakers, business representatives and others — will study how to finance the program. The task force must report its findings to the Legislature by Jan. 1.
 "The bill before us is not as generous, it is not as complete as the bill we passed earlier, but this bill is a very good start," said Sen. Karen Keiser, D-Kent, the measure's main sponsor. "We will finish the details of the job over the next few years."
 The new version sets aside a loan of at least $18 million for the biennium ending June 30, 2009, for the initial administration set-up costs for the program.
 Supporters have been trying to get paid family leave through the Legislature since 2001. Two years ago, it passed the Senate but got stopped in the House.
 The measure would also require employers to hold workers' jobs open while they are on leave, although an amendment would exempt businesses with less than 25 employees from that requirement.
 Under federal law, paid leave is not required, but businesses with 50 or more employees must give workers up to 12 weeks of medical leave per year for themselves or to take care of an ailing relative.
 The bill that passed Friday requires the paid leave to be taken concurrently with the federal leave.
 California is currently the only state with paid family leave, but its law is much more expansive, with workers also allowed to take leave for their own health conditions. That state's measure pays 55 percent of a worker's pay for six weeks, up to $882 a week.

—The Associated Press
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                            [image: Guests of The Skanner's 31st MLK Breakfast, Portland, Jan. 16, 2017 (Mike Norris)]
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