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Opinion
Honoring Dr. King’s ‘New Definition of Greatness’

“I

f you want to be important — wonderful.
If you want to be recognized — wonderful. If
you want to be great — wonderful. But recognize that he
who is greatest among you
shall be your servant. That’s
a new definition of greatness.
And this morning, the thing
that I like about it: by giving
that definition of greatness, it
means that everybody can be
great, because everybody can
serve. You don’t have to have
a college degree to serve. You
don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to
serve. You don’t have to know
about Plato and Aristotle to
serve. You don’t have to know
Einstein’s theory of relativity to serve. You don’t have
to know the second theory
of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a
heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.”
These well-known words
are from Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s sermon “The Drum
Major Instinct,” delivered at
Ebenezer Baptist Church on
February 4, 1968. He was explaining that we all start out
with the ingrained instinct
to be “drum majors” – everyone wants to be important,

Marian
Wright
Edelman
Children’s
Defense
Fund
to be first, to lead the parade.
Watch a group of children
try to form a line and right
away you’ll see this instinct
in action. But Dr. King said
too many people never outgrow this instinct — and by
constantly struggling to be
the most powerful or famous

“

larger-than-life, mythical figure. But it’s crucial for them
to understand Dr. King wasn’t
a superhuman with magical
powers. Our children need
to be reminded that Dr. King
was a real person – just like
all of the other ministers, parents, teachers, neighbors, and
other familiar adults in their
lives today.
I first heard Dr. King speak
in person at a Spelman College chapel service during
my senior year in college. Dr.
King was just 31 but he had
already gained a national reputation during the successful

bility and ability to rise above
it that I most remember.
“If I Can Help Somebody
Along the Way” was his favorite song. He was an ordinary man who made history
because he was willing to
stand up and serve and make
a diﬀerence in extraordinary
ways as did the legions of other civil rights warriors in the
1950s and 1960s.
We need to teach our children every day that they
can and must make a diﬀerence. too. “Everybody can be
great, because everybody can
serve.”

Our children need to be reminded that Dr. King was a
real person – just like all of the other ministers, parents, teachers, neighbors, and other familiar adults in
their lives today

or wealthiest or best-educated, we forget one of the Gospels’ and life’s largest truths:
the real path to greatness is
through service.
This is one of the key lessons we should teach our children about Dr. King. Many
of them have just studied Dr.
King in school in the days
leading up to his birthday,
and many have learned to see
him as a history book hero, a

Montgomery Bus Boycott five
years earlier. He became a
mentor and friend. Although
I do remember him as a great
leader and a hero, I also remember him as someone able
to admit how often he was
afraid and unsure about his
next step. But faith prevailed
over fear, uncertainty, fatigue, and sometimes depression.
It was his human vulnera-

Towards the end of “The
Drum Major Instinct,” Dr.
King told the congregation
he sometimes thought about
his own death and funeral.
He said when that day came
he didn’t want people to talk
about his Nobel Peace Prize
or his degrees or hundreds of
awards: “I’d like somebody to
mention that day that Martin
Luther King, Jr., tried to give
his life serving others.”
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Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
‘If I Had Sneezed’:
5 Surprising
Lines from MLK’s
‘Mountaintop’ Speech

States Plan Renewed Debate on
LGBT Rights, Religious Freedom

By Sheryl Huggins Salomon
Special to the NNPA
from the New Pittsburgh Courier

DAVID A. LIEB
Associated Press

1. Recounted the time a woman stabbed him
during a book tour stop in New York City.
“…while sitting there autographing books, a demented black woman came up. The only question
I heard from her was, ‘Are you Martin Luther
King?’… the X-rays revealed that the tip of the blade
was on the edge of my aorta, the main artery… It
came out in the New York Times the next morning,
that if I had sneezed, I would have died.”
2. Cited Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr. – and paused to ask
him a question mid-speech.
“We are asking you tonight, to go out and tell your
neighbors not to buy Coca-Cola in Memphis…Tell
them not to buy—what is the other bread?—Wonder Bread. And what is the other bread company,
Jesse? Tell them not to buy Hart’s bread. As Jesse
Jackson has said, up to now, only the garbage men
have been feeling pain; now we must kind of redistribute the pain.”
3. Complained about the press.
“You know what happened the other day, and
the press dealt only with the window-breaking. I
read the articles. They very seldom got around to
mentioning the fact that one thousand, three hundred sanitation workers were on strike, and that
Memphis is not being fair to them…They didn’t get
around to that.”
4. Rattled oﬀ stats on the size of Black buying power.
“The Negro collectively is richer than most nations
of the world. We have an annual income of more
than thirty billion dollars a year, which is more
than all of the exports of the United States, and
more than the national budget of Canada. Did you
know that? That’s power right there, if we know
how to pool it.”
5. Stressed the need to support Black-owned businesses.
“We’ve got to strengthen black institutions. I call
upon you to take your money out of the banks
downtown and deposit your money in Tri-State
Bank—we want a ‘bank-in’ movement in Memphis… We begin the process of building a greater
economic base. And at the same time, we are putting pressure where it really hurts. I ask you to follow through here.”
To read “The Mountaintop Speech” in its entirety, visit http://www.afscme.org/union/history/.
mlk/ive-been-to-the-mountaintop-by-dr-martinluther-king-jr

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — With
same-sex marriage now legal nationwide, lawmakers in numerous states are preparing for a
new round of battles in 2016 over
whether to grant discrimination
protections to LGBT people or religious exemptions to nonprofits
and businesses that object to gay
marriage.
The tussle over civil rights and
religious freedoms is one of several hot-button issues that could
drive states in opposite policy
directions, as lawmakers seek to
appeal to voters during a year in
which more than 5,800 state legislative seats will be up for election.
Republicans hold majorities in
two-thirds of the states’ legislative chambers, meaning they get
to set the agenda. Those priorities
could include attempts to exempt
businesses from providing wedding-related services to gay couples, expand gun rights and further restrictions on abortions.
Democrats, meanwhile, will likely be pushing in the opposite direction.

“
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N

early 48 years after the assassination of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 4, 1968, we
still recall the fateful words of his last public
speech the day before.
Delivered in Memphis, Tenn. in support of striking sanitation workers there, his address is popularly known as “The Mountaintop Speech” for
these famous closing lines: “We’ve got some difficult days ahead. But it doesn’t matter with me now.
Because I’ve been to the mountaintop….I’ve seen the
promised land. I may not get there with you. But I
want you to know tonight, that we, as a people, will
get to the promised land. And I’m happy, tonight.
I’m not worried about anything. I’m not fearing any
man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of
the Lord.”
They’re unforgettable: the final, soaring, prophetic words of a leader who seemed to know his
hours were numbered. Yet if you listen to the entire speech, what comes through is a call to action
in support of organized labor, buttressed by rhetoric that ranges from scripture to statistics to personal anecdotes to complaints that ring true over
half a century later.
Even the more prosaic elements of his last public speech are enlightening. For instance, did you
know that in “The Mountaintop Speech,” Dr. King:

Civil rights tussles could push red, blue states in opposite directions

In this March 28, 2015, file photo, Jackson Blanchard, of Indianapolis, leads the crowd in a
chant during a rally against a new Indiana religious objections law outside the State House
in Indianapolis. An intense debate over gay rights already is shaping up in Indiana, where
a religious-rights law passed last spring thrust the state into the national spotlight over
concerns it could sanction discrimination against gays and lesbians.
“You’ve got the Democratic
states reacting very diﬀerently, a
lot of the time, than the Republican
states to these issues,” Pound said.

of the states, according to an analysis by Associated Press statehouse
reporters around the country.
At least 10 states might consider

You’ve got the Democratic states reacting very diﬀerently, a lot
of the time, than the Republican states to these issues

“What we’ve got is division,” said
William Pound, executive director
of the National Conference of State
Legislatures.
He predicts there will be a “significant number of bills” seeking to
advance either religious rights or
the civil rights of gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people.

Those potentially divisive debates will be playing out as legislators also struggle with some
traditionally diﬃcult financial issues, such as budget shortfalls and
calls to boost funding for public
schools and infrastructure. Education issues are expected to be at
the forefront in more than a third

new revenue for transportation in
2016, building on a trend in which
at least half the states already have
acted in the past several years.
States that rely heavily on the energy industry for tax income, such
as Alaska, Oklahoma, West Virgin-

See STATES on page 11
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National Youth Summit Leaders Say Poverty War Has Been Lost
By Dinkinish O’Connor
Special to the NNPA from
The Miami Times

A

merica has 99
problems, and poverty is one.
At the National
Youth Summit’s war on
poverty discussion in
April, experts rapped
about poverty’s causes and solutions in a
numbers battle. At the
discussion’s center was
President Lyndon Johnson 1964 declaration
“to not only relieve the
symptoms of poverty,
but to cure it and, above
all, to prevent it.” Many
of President Johnson’s

programs including food
stamps, job corps, Medicaid, Medicare and Head
Start still exist today. 51
years later, the question
is: Do we need a new war
on poverty? The panelists at this summit said
yes, but diﬀered how to
execute the war and what
it would entail.
Carmack Waterhouse,
professor of law and public policy at Georgetown
University Law Center
Peter Edelman said that
President Johnson wasn’t
just interested in poverty but civil rights. He referenced how the anti-discrimination act of 1964
improved employment

Poverty Still Major
Affliction for Blacks

By Stacy M. Brown
Special to the NNPA
from the Washington Informer

B

lack America is in a state of emergency,
and what’s happened in Baltimore, Ferguson, Missouri, and other places isn’t solely about police misconduct, according to
members of the Congressional Black Caucus.
The demonstrations and civil unrest are
mostly about poverty, unemployment, a lack
of opportunity, hopelessness and despair, the
organization said. CBC Chair G.K. Butterfield
said Democratic proposals to fix these problems
stand in stark contrast to the Republican budget, which he considers a recipe for national
decline.
Federal government statistics revealed that
the median income of African American households stands at $34,600, or nearly $24,000 less
than the median income of White households.
Also, the median net worth of white households is 13 times the level for Black households,
and Blacks are almost three times more likely to
live in poverty than White Americans.
Further, at 10.1 percent, the current unemployment rate for Black Americans is double
the rate for White Americans, and blacks currently face an unemployment rate higher than
the national unemployment rate during the
peak of the recession.
“In my home state of North Carolina, the unemployment rate for African Americans is 9.9
percent while the unemployment rate of whites
is 3.2 percent,” Butterfield said.
Also, the poverty rate for African Americans
currently stands at 27.5 percent, while its just
12.6 percent for Whites.
For District residents, the median household
income for African Americans is $38,300, while
it stands at a whopping $115,900 for Whites.
“Yes, that’s right; that is a gap of $77,600, and
the poverty rate here in the nation’s capital is
27.4 percent for African Americans compared
to 7.6 percent for Whites,” Butterfield said.
And while, on the surface, there’s a smaller
gender pay gaps within the Black community,
it’s really not all that rosy, based on an analysis
this month by The Philadelphia Tribune.
“The problem is that a smaller Black gender
wage gap is an advanced indicator of much more
serious economic and financial hemorrhaging
within the larger Black community. Baltimore
just snapped the entire nation back into that
conversation,” the newspaper wrote.
African American females, when compared
with other populations, are almost level with
their male counterparts in average income, but
this comes amid significant economic decline
for Black men, their traditional community
partners.

opportunities for African Americans, citing
that in the 1960s, Black
poverty went down from
55 percent to 32 percent.
The summit, facilitated by the Smithsonian’s
National Museum of
American History, allows American middle
and high school students
nationwide to be among
audience members and
participants in national
conversations about indelible events in America’s history that shape
the present.
HistoryMiami, a Smithsonian Institution affiliate, hosted students
in the Stephen P. Clark
Miami-Dade
County
Commission Chamber,
in addition to an online
audience of 33 states, Yemen and Ireland.

POVERTY BY THE
NUMBERS

The Census Bureau defines poverty for a family of four as living with
an annual income below
$23,050 and adjusted
according to household
size.
The youngest are the
poorest in the county.
Bloomberg News in 2014
reported that some Miamians live on $11 per
day.
Almost one fifth of Mi-

RICHARD JOHNSON/MIAMI TIMES

Leaders call for renewed focus on income inequality, but differ on possible solutions and tactics

Students who gathered at the National Youth Summit in April discussed the War on Poverty launched in
the 1960s and agreed many, particularly African Americans, have fallen behind.
ami-Dade County’s 2.7
million residents live in
poverty. In Miami-Dade
zip code 33127, almost 80
percent of the residents
are deeply poor, according to City-Data.com. In
October 2013, the Department of Regulatory
and Economic Resourc-

“

steadily decreased with
no matching fall in the
poverty rate,” the report
said.
“One of the things we
need to look at is how
big the war on poverty
has gotten,” said Michael
Tanner, senior fellow at
the Cato Institute. “The

poverty rates are about
the same level as they
were in 1965.”
Poverty and Prosperity
Program vice president
at the Center for American Progress Melissa Boteach countered: “One of
the issues is that a lot of
times when people talk

To go back to 1965 from $22 trillion fighting
poverty, the standard poverty rates are about
the same level as they were in 1965

es Planning Research
Section reported that
poverty in Miami-Dade
hovered at around 20
percent and was not
improving even as the
Great Recession ended
and unemployment fell.
“… since 2010 the unemployment rate has

fact is the federal government has 126 separate
anti-poverty programs
today. We spent about
$688 billion last year on
those programs, about
$300 billion at the state
level. To go back to 1965
from $22 trillion fighting poverty, the standard

about poverty, they use a
poverty rate that doesn’t
take into account the
interventions that are
made from the war on
poverty. I’d say the war
on poverty has been a
success. If you look at the
outcomes, a lot more people are a lot better oﬀ.”
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WASHINGTON (NNPA) — As the nation marked the
50th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 this
summer, civil rights groups and leaders, union representatives, elected oﬃcials, and citizens gathered
at the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. to address the threats to
voting rights today.
“We stand here today with two missions: To celebrate the signing of the 1965 Voting Rights Act, and
to recommit ourselves to making sure that the victory won 50 years ago will not be wiped away by a Supreme Court that has shown us supreme disrespect
by gutting a key section of the Voting Rights Act,” said
Charles Steele, Jr., president and CEO of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), which
co-sponsored the rally. “The illegitimate reason for
this action is that it’s all about politics…where people figure if they can suppress 10 to 15 percent of the
Black vote, they can steal an election.”

PHOTO BY CHRIS PHAN (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Voting Rights Threatened Amid 50th-Anniversary Celebrations

As the Voting Rights Act celebrated its 50th anniversary this summer,
many states – with Oregon being a notable exception – noted an
erosion in voting rights in recent years.

Section 4 gave the voting law teeth; it provided an
objective measure for discriminatory practices, and
flagged the states that had discriminated against
Black voters. Section 5 mandated that these flagged
states could not change voting procedures without
first clearing the proposed changes with the U.S. Justice Department or a federal judge in Washington.
The states could be exempted from such requirements upon proving they no longer discriminated.
Two years ago, in a 5-4 vote, the Supreme Court
found Sections 4 and 5 unconstitutional. The conservative majority ruled that the measure, based on
practices and data from the 1960s, was no longer relevant in today’s racial and political climate.
Two hours after the ruling, the Texas attorney general authorized a voter ID law that the Justice Department had previously blocked as a civil rights violation. According to the Brennan Center for Justice at
New York University School of Law, 22 states passed
new voting restrictions in time for the 2014 midterm
elections.
Voting faces other challenges as well. Thanks to
felony disenfranchisement laws, 6 million Americans cannot vote – 13 percent of Black men fall into
this gap, which is seven times the national average,
according to the Brennan Center. States with a Republican majority in the state house are also closing
polling locations, chipping away at early voting, and

“

Anybody who is suppressing the vote, anybody who is
intentionally trying to keep
people from voting – because that candidate knows
that people will vote against
him or her – that person is a
political coward
—Senator Bernie Sanders

redrawing district lines to dilute the voting power in
communities of color.
Two 2016 Democratic presidential candidates were
present at an August rally in the shadow of the King
Memorial on the Mall, and both expressed strong disapproval of this current state of aﬀairs.
“Anybody who is suppressing the vote, anybody
who is intentionally trying to keep people from voting – because that candidate knows that people will
vote against him or her – that person is a political
coward,” said Senator Bernie Sanders (I-Vt.). “That
person is undermining American democracy.”
Democratic candidate Willie Wilson, a Chicago
businessman, talked about the diﬃculty of long-shot
candidate participating in the political process.
“I am a product of the Voting Rights Act and an example of what happens when that right is gained,” he
stated, sharing his life story as a young sharecropper
with a seventh-grade education turned international
businessman, among other successes.
“When I ran for mayor of Chicago…it cost me more
than $200,000 just to get on the ballot. When I finally
got on…50,000 people, my supporters were told they
weren’t on the [registered voter] roll. When I am denied, you are denied.”
Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton sent her regards via letter. Her platform on voting rights included declaring Election Day a federal holiday; restoring
voting rights to people with criminal records; and automatic, universal voter registration at 18 years old.
No Republican candidates attended the event.
“I’m a little concerned today because…we sent invitations to every presidential candidate. Not one
Republican candidate has chosen to show up. I don’t
know of one major outlet reporting of the Voting
Rights anniversary today, as if we do not have a problem,” said Martin Luther King III. “So I have mixed
feelings today, and whenever I come to this site I’m
reminded that the work is not done.”
“We have one of the lowest voter turnouts in the
world. We should be trying to figure out how to increase voter turnout, not reducing the low numbers
we already have,” Steele said.
“Let’s not forget how we got to this point. Not only
was blood shed on the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, Ala., some people actually gave their lives…. But
they wouldn’t let nobody turn them around. And we
ain’t gonna let nobody turn us around.”
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Today’s Activists: Heirs of the 1960s Civil Rights Movement

Black Lives Matter is ‘a new Black power call’ using combination of old and new tactics, technologies
By Barrington M.
Salmon, Special to the
NNPA

I

PHOTO BY CHRISTEN MCCURDY

n the months following Trayvon Martin’s
shooting death at the
hands of vigilante
George Zimmerman in
February 2012, a common question demonstrators asked was if the
nationwide marches and
fiery protests would be a
moment or a movement.
The 17-year-old’s death
in Sanford, Florida, crys- Activists with Don’t Shoot PDX are pictured here at an August
tallized in a lot of young demonstration in front of Portland City Hall. The Black Lives Matter
people’s minds that black movement started as a hashtag – but went to the streets almost
and brown people were immediately.
not living in a post-racial
vention in a world where black lives
paradise and that, while more hidden,
are systematically and intentionally
institutional racism, structural ineqtargeted for demise. It is an aﬃrmation
uity and discrimination hadn’t disapof Black folks’ contributions to this sopeared but merely assumed a diﬀerent,
ciety, our humanity, and our resilience
less overt role.
in the face of deadly oppression.”
Shortly after Trayvon’s death, Los
Cullors, 31, executive director of DigAngeles-based artist, organizer and
nity and Power Now, a group that fight
activist Patrisse Cullors joined with
for the rights of people in prison, said
fellow activists Alicia Garza and Opal
Michael Brown’s death at the hands of
Tometi to create Black Lives Matter,
former Ferguson, Missouri, Police Ofwhich moved from a hashtag to a conficer Darren Wilson in August pushed
cept embraced by activists in the U.S.
her and other activists from around the
and around the world.
nation to answer with direct action.
As Garza explained in a recent ar“We pretty much took it to the street,”
ticle, Black Lives Matter was “a call to
she said during a recent interview. “We
action for Black people after Trayvon
took it to Hollywood, shut down the I-10
was posthumously placed on trial for
freeway, and marched to Beverly Hills
his own murder and the killer, George
and Rodeo Drive last year. We’ve used
Zimmerman, was not held accountable
it ever since.”
for the crime he committed. It was a
In Ferguson, protesters held vigils
response to the anti-Black racism that
and marches and engaged in other
permeates our society and also, unforforms of civil disobedience to express
tunately, our movements.”
their outrage that eyewitnesses said
“Black Lives Matter,” she continued,
Brown, 18, and, like Trayvon, unarmed,
“is an ideological and political interhad his hands up when
he was shot seven times
by Wilson, that his body
lay in the street for 4.5
The Skanner News would
hours and that a Fergulike to thank the following
son grand jury eventual-

sponsors for their support of
the 2016 Martin Luther King,
Jr. Special Edition

City of Portland
Energy Trust of Oregon
Enterprise
Family Care Health
Health Share
Home Forward
Kaiser Permanente
Macy’s
Metro
MLK Celebration Committee
Multnomah County
Oregon Episcopal School
OHSU Office of Diversity
Oregon Lottery
Pacific NW Regional Council of Carpenters
Pacific Power
PCRI
Portland Community College
Providence Health Systems
TriMet
Turner Construction
University of Oregon
USDA Forest Service
Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church
Wells Fargo Bank

ly cleared Wilson of any wrongdoing.
Cullors said she traveled to Ferguson,
and over the course of 104 days of daily protests, marched with residents,
worked with leaders, organizers and
residents and helped leaders develop
tactics for their movement.
“We are a call to action to end
state-sanctioned
violence
against
blacks. It’s significant because it’s a

new Black power call, saying, stating
and declaring that we no longer accept
the status quo and that this is a broader
fight for Black lives.
“Everyone is focused, angry and clear
about the justice that they seek. There
will be victory. Even if Wilson (had
been) indicted, it’s a larger problem, a
problem of St. Louis and the American
government.”

The Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church
“Proudly Presents”

The 10th Annual Drum Major Ecumenical Services
“Salute to Greatness Scholarship Benefit Luncheon”
Saturday, January 16th 2016, Noon
Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall
3138 North Vancouver Avenue, Portland, Oregon
Luncheon Tickets: $30.00: More information or to reserve space, 503-282-9496

“Empower the Dream Annual Ecumenical Service”
Sunday, January 17th 2016, 2:00 PM
Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church
3138 North Vancouver Avenue, Portland, Oregon
Renowned Keynote Speaker: Dr. Luis Palau
Pastor J.W. Matt Hennessee, Senior Servant
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How Popular Music is Fueling the Black Lives Matter Movement
LONG BEACH, Calif
— I still remember the
first time I heard Lupe
Fiasco’s “All Black Everything.” I was in my apartment in Davis, Calif.,
where I attended college.
When I heard the words,
I was reminded of the
history of Black people
in America. It made me
want to learn even more
about my history. Everyone has a sphere of influence, and the music made
me ask myself: “How am I
using mine?”
Since August 2014,
when unarmed teenager Michael Brown was
killed by police oﬃcer
Darren Wilson in Ferguson, Mo., young people
have rallied in the streets
of Ferguson, New York,
Oakland, Los Angeles
and other cities across
the nation and the world.
In Long Beach, young
people recently began
organizing around the
slogan #BlackLivesMatter, a campaign born in
2012 after Trayvon Martin’s killer, George Zim-

PHOTO BY THECOMEUPSHOW (CC BY 2.0)

By Deonna Anderson
Special to the NNPA from
VoiceWaves / New
America Media

J. Cole, shown here in London in 2011, released “Be Free” six days after
Mike Brown’s death. He joins a growing number of recording artists
providing a soundtrack for the Black Lives Matter movement.
merman, was acquitted
of murder charges.
Throughout, music has
been an undeniable part
of the protests, the latest
reminder that when used
the right way, music can
inspire social change.
“Music can be considered the heartbeat of
social movements,” says
Eric Tandoc, a DJ and a

community
organizer
at the Filipino Migrant
Center in Long Beach.
Tandoc regularly uses
art to inspire youth to
take action on social and
political issues.
“Not everyone is going
to listen to a speech or
read a book, but people
will listen to a three-minute song,” he says.

SEATTLE/KING COUNTY MLK JR. CELEBRATION COMMITTEE
MLK INFORMATION AND OPPORTUNITY FAIR
Monday, January 18, 2016, 1:30-4:00 PM at Garfield High School Library

Representatives from the city of Seattle, Washington State, King County, Sound Transit, Port
of Seattle, United Negro College Fund, Seattle Colleges, University of Washington, Seattle
Vocational Institue, King County Labor Council, Goodwill, and several unions will be available to discuss opportunities in education, job training, apprenticeship programs, pre-apprenticeship programs, contract and business opportunities. For further information contact
Eddie Rye Jr. 206-786-2763.

Nationally, respected
musicians such as Questlove of the hip hop group
The Roots have urged
musicians to create more
protest songs, and artists
are responding.
The truth of the matter
is, musicians have more
influence than I do, and
even more influence than
they had in the 1980s or
1960s. In the age of social
media, the possibility of
communication between
musicians and their fans
has been brought to an
all time high. If young
people see their favorite
musician talking about
social change, they might
pay more attention to
what is happening and be
inclined to get involved

“

they expect respect and
non-violence/I
refuse
the right to be silent.”
Fellow Long Beach rapper Crooked I, recently
going by Kxing Crooked,
released “I Can’t Breathe”
in which he raps, “So,
no, I can’t buy that pellet
gun/They might try to
Tamir Rice you.”
(Tamir Rice was a 12year old Black boy who
was killed by a police officer in Cleveland)
But lyrics about the
current events aren’t
just happening locally
in Long Beach. Let’s go
down the list:
• Six days after Brown’s
death, hip-hop artist J.
Cole recorded and re-

ens,” on “Black Rage,”
which she released
a couple weeks after
Brown’s death.
• The Game brought
together over ten hiphop and R&B artists
including Rick Ross,
2 Chainz, Wale, Swizz
Beatz, Curren$y, and
TGT to produce “Don’t
Shoot.”
• Tink sang and rapped
on “Tell the Children”
a few days after the
grand jury decided not
to indict Wilson for the
murder.
• Rapper Dizzy Wright
also released a song
called “I Need Answers.”
These songs are the

Music can be considered the heartbeat of social movements. Not everyone is going to listen to a speech or read a book, but people will
listen to a three-minute song

in making a positive impact.
In his song “Hands Up,”
north Long Beach native Vince Staples raps,
“Raidin’ homes without a
warrant/Shoot him first
without a warning/And

leased “Be Free.”
• Lauryn Hill belted out
the lyrics, “Black rage
is founded on twothirds a person/Rapings and beatings and
suﬀering that wors-

21st century protest
songs. While each of
these songs were created
as a response to the killing of Michael Brown in
Ferguson, Missouri, they

See MUSIC on page 11
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Senators Respond to Report on Diversity in the Halls of Power

SENATOR HARRY REID/COURTESY PHOTO

Report says 7 percent of the top staffers in the U.S. Senate are people of color, far below minorities’
representation in the population of the United States — and only 3 Senators’ staffers are Black

Senator Harry Reid (D-Nev.) has put together a diversity initiative that
he hopes will increase the number of minorities in senate leadership
positions.
By Stacy M. Brown
NNPA Contributing
Writer

L

ong
before
last
month’s
damning
report from the Joint
Center for Political
and Economic Studies
that revealed a stunning
lack of diversity among
top staﬀ in the U.S. Senate, Nevada Democratic
Senator Harry Reid had
formed a means to assist
oﬃces with identifying
and hiring a more diverse workforce.

“

of staﬀ diversity and
stand behind the work
of the Senate Democratic
Diversity Initiative and
its eﬀorts to help ensure
that our oﬃces are more
reflective of the constituents we serve,” Reid said.
Luke Bolar, a spokesman for Louisiana Republican Sen. David
Vitter, said the senator’s
staﬀ includes three minorities among its senior
members.
James R. Jones, who
conducted the Joint
Center study, told the

You need to have people
from all walks of life in the
room making decisions

Reid started the Democratic Diversity Initiative that, in addition to
assisting with a more diverse workforce, would
help those who want to
work on Capitol Hill with
understanding and navigating the job search process.
On Dec. 8, the D.C.based Joint Center – an
African American think
tank – revealed that just
7 percent of the top staﬀers in the U.S. Senate are
people of color, far below
minorities’ representation in the population of
the United States.
The report found only
24 staﬀers of color out of
the 336 top Senate staﬀers working in Washington. Further, minorities
make up over 36 percent
of the U.S. population,
and over 28 percent of
the citizen voting-age
population, according to
the study.
There are two African American senators,
three Hispanics, and one
Asian-American.
“The recent study by
the Joint Center illustrating the lack of staﬀ diversity at the most senior
levels of Senate oﬃces
serves as an important
reminder of how much
work we still need to do,
but, I remain as committed as ever to the concept

Associated Press that researchers looked at top
positions in senators’
Washington oﬃces, including chiefs of staﬀ,
legislative directors, and
communications directors in personnel oﬃces,
as well as staﬀ directors
assigned to committees.
They were only able to
find 12 Asian-American,
seven Latino, three African American and two
Native American staﬀers.
The top Senate staﬀers
wield important influence with their bosses,
and help shape legislation and policies that affect everyone, Jones said.
“You need to have people from all walks of life
in the room making decisions,” said Jones, a Ph.D.
candidate in the sociology department at Columbia University.
Working for the Senate
also opens doors to other
jobs in government, and
by not getting those first
congressional jobs, minorities find it more diﬃcult to move up a government ladder that looks
favorably upon Capitol
Hill experience, he said.
Minorities make up
larger numbers in the
Democratic Party than
they do in the GOP, but
the study noted that the
number of minority

staﬀers was not that different between the two
parties.
It found that 8.1 percent
of the Democrats’ top
Senate staﬀers were minorities and 6.7 percent
of the top Republican
staﬀers were minorities.
The report noted that
people of color make up
about 37 percent of those

who identify as Democrats, and 9 percent of
those who identify as Republicans.
“Increasing the presence of people of color in
senior staﬀ positions in
the Senate will amplify
the voices and perspectives of communities
of color,” said Spencer
Overton, president of the

Joint Center.
The think tank is calling on senators to increase diversity by interviewing more minorities
for top positions, hiring
more minority interns
and starting fellowships
for minority staﬀers.
It also called on the
Senate to be more transparent in its staﬃng

because — unlike many
government agencies —
Congress is not required
to monitor the race and
ethnicity of its workforce.
Researchers said they
combed online profiles,
consulted with Senate
organizations and called
Senate oﬃces to come up
with their numbers.
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civil rights activist Harry Belafonte
called out two of today’s biggest musicians, Jay-Z and Beyoncé, saying that
cont’d from pg 8
they “turned their back on social responsibility.” To Belafonte, those two megastars and other popular artists are at fault
for not using their influence to
have a positive impact on their
fans.
As a young person, I agree
with Belafonte: it’s a waste of influence when famous musicians
don’t speak up. While it doesn’t
necessarily aﬀect whether or
not I will continue listening to
their music, I personally wish
that they would speak at times
when there needs to be some
action.
Hip hop artist Yasiin Bey,
formerly known as Mos Def,
put it best in his monologue
addressing the happenings in
Ferguson: “I think many of us
are becoming even more aware
of where we are, and [there is]
Lauryn Hill performing at RBC Royal Bank Bluesfest, urgency to change this miserain Ottawa in 2012. Hill’s song, “Black Rage,” released ble condition on this Earth, [as]
two weeks after the killing of Mike Brown, is part of a Malcolm X said.” (Listen to the
growing musical movement in support of the Black Lives full audio below.)
If all artists spoke up, I truly
Matter movement.
believe that it could wake up
many more young people to despeak to an issue Black communities
around the country have been deal- mand change and join causes.
“I think music can play an importing with for centuries. They are reminiscent of Nina Simone’s “Mississippi ant role in sparking the motivation
Goddam,” Marvin Gaye’s “What’s Go- in wanting to do something,” Tandoc
ing On?” and Public Enemy’s “Fight said, while adding, “The long term orthe Power.” The themes don’t seem to ganizing is where the true power is.”
Deonna N. Anderson writes for Voicehave changed much since the 1960s or
Waves, a youth-led community news
1980s.
When famous musicians don’t website and trilingual print publication serving Long Beach, Calif., and
speak out, some people are critical.
A few years ago, singer, actor and founded by New America Media.
PHOTO BY BRENNAN SCHNELL CC BY 2.0 VIA COMMONS

Music

States
cont’d from pg 3

ia and Wyoming, are taking big budget
hits due to falling oil, natural gas and
coal revenue. But tax cuts could be on
the agenda in more than a half-dozen
other states, including Arizona, Florida and Maine.
States’ general revenues are expected
to grow by about 2.5 percent in 2016, according to the National Association of
State Budget Oﬃcers. As they prepare
their next budgets, “states are still going to be very pinched” to meet rising
costs for K-12 schools, Medicaid and
core services, said David Adkins, executive director and chief executive of
The Council of State Governments.
Added to the mix will be several
emerging issues, such as how to quell
a rise in opiate addictions and overdoses, and whether to extend regulations
to online fantasy sports and to individuals renting rides or lodging through
the “sharing economy.”
Some states also will be wrestling
with unique local issues, including
flood recovery in South Carolina,
whether to keep the Confederate emblem on the Mississippi flag, as well
as ethics overhauls following political
scandals in New York, Missouri and
New Mexico.
Influential national groups such as
the American Civil Liberties Union and
the Family Research Council are preparing for a new round of legislative
debates after the U.S. Supreme Court
ruled in June that states must allow
same-sex marriage. Their focus now is
on the eﬀect of that ruling.

There are 22 states with laws barring
discrimination based on sexual orientation and 21 with laws limiting the
government’s ability to burden the free
exercise of religion. But just four states
— Connecticut, Rhode Island, Illinois
and New Mexico — have both.
The ACLU will be seeking to expand
the list of places barring discrimination based on sexual orientation and
gender identity. It’s targeting at least
a half dozen states — Arizona, Florida,
Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania — that have Republican-led legislatures and also may be pivotal in presidential elections.
The Supreme Court’s decision “certainly provides momentum on the issue,” said Pennsylvania Rep. Dan Frankel, a Democrat from the Pittsburgh
area who has been unsuccessfully
sponsoring gay rights bills for more
than a decade.
He said challenges remain and pointed to a November referendum in which
Houston voters rejected a city ordinance extending nondiscrimination
protections to gay and transgender
people.
The Family Research Council, which
opposed the Houston ordinance, is
supporting state measures that would
grant broad protections “from government discrimination” against people
“who have a sincere belief — religious
or not — in natural marriage,” said
Quena Gonzalez, the group’s director
of state and local aﬀairs.
Associated Press reporters in all 50
states contributed to this report.
Follow David A. Lieb at: https://twitter.
com/DavidALieb .
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The Transformative Legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr., in 2016

A

s we prepare to
celebrate the 87th
birthday of Dr.
Martin
Luther
King, Jr., as part the oﬃcial federal holiday celebrations, I believe it is
very important to focus

Benjamin F.
Chavis, Jr.
NNPA
President
and CEO

on how Dr King’s
legacy today is still
relevant and transformative for all
people who cry out
for freedom, justice, equality and
empowerment.

Dr. King’s vision went
beyond changing laws
and winning victories
against the forces of injustice and repression.
Social change for Dr.
King was not an abstraction or just a dream or
an unreachable goal, but
it was a realistic, achievable and tangible outcome of the struggle for
freedom and equality:
“The Beloved Community.”
In his own words, King
emphasized, “The nonviolent resister must often express his protest
through noncooperation
or boycotts, but noncooperation and boycotts
are not ends themselves;

“

But today we must also
assert in King’s transformative tradition that
“All Black Lives Matter!”
In other words, yes we
have to stand up eﬀectively against police
brutality and prosecutorial misconduct. Yes, we
urgently have to reform
the criminal justice system in its totality. Yet, we
must also stand up eﬀectively with our activism
to stop the self-destructive violence and murders that too many of us
perpetrate on each other
in our own families and
communities.
Reconciliation for Dr.
King was not reconciling or compromising to

roots power to promote
social change. We could
use that kind of grassroots power today to get
a massive voter turnout.
Dr. King was in complete solidarity with the
poor and marginalized,
but yet determined to
end poverty and injustice wherever those evils
were manifested.
Thus, we should also
revisit Dr. King’s economic justice demands.
It is my opinion that if
Dr. King were alive today
he would be encouraging
“principled youth entrepreneurial development.” Participating in
the U.S. economy as business owners that help to

Martin Luther King, Jr. was in complete
solidarity with the poor and marginalized,
but yet determined to end poverty and injustice wherever those evils were manifested

they are merely means to
awaken a sense of moral
shame in the opponent.
The end is redemption
and reconciliation. The
aftermath of nonviolence
is the creation of the beloved community, while
the aftermath of violence
is tragic bitterness.”
Today, in the bold tradition of Martin Luther
King, Jr., we salute the
Black Lives Matter movement. It is being led by
young, gifted, talented
and courageous activists,
who are using nonviolent civil disobedience
anew to challenge racial
injustice and the wanton
police violence and murders that have become
too frequent against
Black Americans and
others.

leave injustice or racial
bigotry in place. However reconciliation was the
active and involved process that resulted in specific social transformation that inured benefits
to all people. The success
of the Civil Rights Movement under Dr. King’s
leadership not only benefited Black America, but
also the success of this
movement for change
provided benefits to all
people.
In my younger years, I
personally worked with
Dr. King, Golden Frinks
and Milton Fitch in the
North Carolina SCLC. I
witnessed firsthand how
Dr. King transformed
and inspired the consciousness of people to
believe and exert a grass-

financially sustain our
communities should be a
priority.
In his last public speech
on April 3, 1968 on the
night before his tragic assassination in Memphis,
Tennessee, without fear
Dr King asserted, “The
nation is sick; trouble is
in the land, confusion
all around…But I know,
somehow, that only when
it is dark enough can
you see the stars. And I
see God working in this
period of the twentieth
century. Something is
happening in our world.
The masses of people are
rising up. And wherever they are assembled
today, whether they are
in Johannesburg, South
Africa; Nairobi, Kenya;
Accra, Ghana; New York
City; Atlanta, Georgia;
Jackson, Mississippi; or
Memphis, Tennessee, the
cry is always the same:
‘We want to be free.’”
We want to be free. We
want an end to racial injustice and all manifestations of inequity and
inequality. But we realize
from the living legacy of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
that we all should remain
vigilant and active.
Let’s keep Dr. King’s
transformative
legacy
alive and vibrant with renewed energy and support.
Dr. Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. is the President
and CEO of the National
Newspaper
Publishers
Association (NNPA) and
can be reached for national advertisement sales
and partnership proposals at: dr.bchavis@nnpa.
org; and for lectures and
other professional consultations at: http://drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/
drbfc.
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Restoring the Memory of MLK — A Militant for the 21st Century

D

r. Martin Luther
King, Jr. hasn’t been
this alive since
1968.
He’s no longer that
visually distant, two-dimensional figure, limited to speaking a single
sentence taken out of
context and shorn of its
true meaning. Instead,
the honest scholarship
and media commentary
considering what King
faced and what he did
have broken through the
obscuring fog of conservative and, yes, centrist
propaganda.
In part, that’s because
today, the confrontation
between the forces of
progress and the racist
reaction to that progress
is sharper than any time
since the 1960s.
Today, as in the 1960s,
American society is
grappling with elevating
new groups of Americans to full citizenship.
Today, as in the 1960s,
it’s being forced to confront the meaning of

Lee A.
Daniels
NNPA
Columnist

its widespread poverty
and joblessness, and its
diminished educational
opportunity. Today, as in
the 1960s, Black Americans’ right to vote is under siege from conservatives, as are women’s

“

individuals’ access
to opportunity.
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s words
and actions seem
relevant again because they’ve always presented a
challenge to the status quo and always
urged individuals to live
up to humanity’s best
possibilities.
That command has become particularly compelling again because of
the remarkable juxtapo-

when the conservative
political ascendancy was
at its height, Rev. Hosea
Williams, one of King’s
lieutenants during the
civil rights struggles,
said, “There is a definite eﬀort on the part of
America to change Martin Luther King, Jr. from
what he was really about
— to make him the Uncle Tom of the century. “
Williams insisted, “In my
mind, he was the militant
of the century.”
Dr. Martin Luther King

Far less acknowledged is the courage it took
for King – after the passage of the Civil Rights
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965,
and his being awarded the 1964 Nobel Peace
Prize – to resist the temptations of partial success and his own fame

reproductive rights. And
today, as in the 1960s, the
country is debating the
extent of government’s
responsibility to protect

sition of present-day developments and anniversaries of past landmark
events.
In the early 1990s,

Jr.’s 13-year life on the national stage brilliantly
represented the courage
it took in those decades
to challenge the seeming-

ly overwhelming power
of the South’s racist power structure.
Far less acknowledged
is the courage it took for
King — after the passage
of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, and
his being awarded the
1964 Nobel Peace Prize –
to resist the temptations
of partial success and his
own fame.
Instead, King kept moving leftward, to confront
the racial and economic
injustice that had created
and maintained the Black
ghettos of the North, and
the national hubris that
had led America into
the quagmire of war in
Southeast Asia.
His insistence that
nonviolence was still a
viable means of social
change was ridiculed, as
were his plans to stage
a multiracial Poor Peoples March on Washington and involve himself
in the bitter sanitation
worker’s strike in Mem-

phis, Tenn.
But those diﬃcult years
were actually King’s finest hours. At the moment
of his assassination, he
was standing where he
had begun his public
life: with ordinary Black
people who were being
unjustly denied their human rights.
King’s refusal to submit oﬀers a lesson to take
to heart at this moment
when conservative politicians and theorists are
trying to restore inequality of opportunity as the
law of the land.
It tells us we should
adopt King as The Militant of the 21st Century,
too.
Lee A. Daniels, Lee A.
Daniels is a longtime journalist based in New York
City. His essay, “Martin
Luther King, Jr.: The Great
Provocateur,” appears in
Africa’s
Peacemakers:
Nobel Peace Laureates
of African Descent,” to
be published by Palgrave
Macmillan in March.
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Wilson credited with ‘inventing’ urban sociology
Hillel Italie
AP National Writer
CAMBRIDGE,
Mass.
— Sociologists rarely
achieve fame beyond
their peers, but William
Julius Wilson’s influence
extends from the campus to the inner city to
television to the White
House – with Presidents
Clinton and Obama, writer Ta-Nehisi Coates and
“The Wire” creator David Simon citing him as
an influence.
“When President Clinton introduced me, he
proceeded to talk about
my book ‘The Truly
Disadvantaged,’ and all
these national scientists
saw that the president
not only read my book
but could talk about it
and had been influenced
by it,” he says. Clinton
even mentioned Wilson,
who turned 80 in December, spoke with The
Associated Press about
his decades of thinking
and writing about race,
class, education and poverty and about how his

“

cuts in government support.
Wilson’s research continues. He is busy with
one of his most ambitious studies, “Multidimensional
Inequality
in the 21st Century,” a
research project on poverty covering everything
from the labor market to
criminal justice.
“We not only hope to
come up with comprehensive new findings
that enhance our understanding of race and
poverty, but to establish
connections that will
help us reach a broader
audience, including policymakers,” he says.
Wilson’s initial stature, ironically, was based
in part on a misunderstanding.
In his landmark “The
Declining Significance
of Race,” published in
1978, he contended that
advances in civil rights
legislation and the expansion of the Black
middle class meant that
economic issues were
surpassing racial ones as

If poverty is a disease that
infects an entire community in the form of unemployment and violence, failing
schools and broken homes,
then we can’t just treat those
symptoms in isolation. We
have to heal that entire community

ideas run through today’s news stories.
“We should be cognizant of the choices available to inner-city families and residents in high
jobless inner-city Black
neighborhoods,” he says,
“because they live under constraints and face
challenges that most people in the larger society
do not experience, or
can’t even imagine.”
Some of Wilson’s books
have become standards,
notably “The Declining
Significance of Race,”
‘’The Truly Disadvantaged” and “When Works
Disappears.” Combining
field work, historical
research and ideas rooted in experience and
scholarship, Wilson has
shaped a clear narrative:
Over the past 60 years,
Black
neighborhoods
have been devastated by
the departure of the middle class, the elimination
of manufacturing jobs,
declines in wages and

the greatest challenges
for the Black community.
Though Wilson wrote
that racism remained
a critical problem, the
book’s title was read by
some as a declaration
that prejudice was in decline and on its way to
irrelevance, a favorite
contention among those
who opposed aﬃrmative
action and related programs.
With Republicans holding majorities in Congress, Wilson said he has
little hope that the lives
of poor Blacks will improve in the near future,
but he does not want to
“wallow in pessimism.”
Asked what programs
he would like to see implemented, regardless of
their likelihood, Wilson
says that he’d like to see a
substantial expansion of
Promise Neighborhoods
funding and believes
more solutions will arise
from his Multidimensional Inequality project.

“One of the things that
the Harvard researchers
who are involved in this
project have in common
is that we all want our research to have some impact outside academia,”
he says. “We don’t want
to simply engage other
academics.”

AP PHOTO/CHARLES DHARAPAK

At 80, W.J. Wilson, Scholar of
Race and Class, Looks Ahead

In this Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2015, photo, American sociologist William Julius Wilson poses for a photograph in
Bangkok, Thailand. Wilson, 80, spoke with The Associated Press about his decades of thinking and writing
about race, class, education and poverty and about how his ideas echo through today’s news stories,
whether on income inequality or the Black Lives Matter movement.
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Introducing School Children to ‘Friends of Dr. Martin Luther King’
Retired educator’s books for middle-school readers feature key players in Civil Rights Movement
By Jazelle Hunt
NNPA Washington
Correspondent
WASHINGTON – Over
the course of a 32-year
teaching career, Jacqueline James noticed a
glaring problem: Black
history was slowly but
surely being ignored in
the schools where she

worked. When it was
outright dropped from
her required curricula,
she got creative, using
Black history calendar
factoids for penmanship
lessons.
“Now, Black history is
watered down to them
teaching about [Martin
Luther King Jr.] in January,” says James, adding

that teachers today are
under so much pressure,
they don’t have time to
truly teach.
“Even now…I really
think children need to
know who helped him.
Because they think Martin Luther King did everything from free the
slaves to help Lebron
James. It’s crazy.”

Now retired, she’s on
a quest to re-educate the
nation’s Black children.
In 2009, she founded JAX
Publications to write,
self-publish, and market a children’s historical non-fiction series of
books, called Friends of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
The sepia-toned hardcovers feature key play-

ers in the Civil Rights
Movement who supported and worked with Dr.
King. They are written at
a middle school level, and
each book has accompanying lesson plans and
enrichment activities for
teachers. James’ lesson
plans are also in line with
the Department of Education’s Common Core
educational standards,
which have been adopted
by almost every state.
But more importantly, the project allows the
self professed “historical-accuracy fanatic” to
get up-close and personal with the figures she so
admires. Take C. T. Vivian, the subject of the first
book in the series, for
example.

“

man
[Shuttlesworth]
did eight-nine years before that. Just talking to
him—” she says, expressing how excited she was
to get to know him. “And
then the next year he was
saying, ‘You know I’ve
got a brain tumor, right?’
And I said, ‘What do you
mean, brain tumor?”
And he goes, “Well that’s
from all those White
people beating up on my
head for all those years.’”
A few months after
that conversation, Shuttlesworth began having
strokes. And a few years
after that, his wife called
to ask James to rush-deliver his book in the series. A few hours after
reading the un-illustrated, unpublished man-

I remember hearing Rosa
Parks’ name, and not riding
the bus, but I was nine then.
And I vaguely remember
the dogs on those children
in Birmingham. But everything else I found out because of my own nosy self.

“When I was 17…I
saw this man standing,
talking to this White racist sheriﬀ. He wouldn’t
stop talking, and the
[sheriﬀ ] hit him and
knocked him down. And
then he got right back up
and kept talking. They
picked him up and took
him to jail,” she remembers. “Then I saw the
same scene years later on
[PBS documentary] ‘Eyes
on the Prize’, and I said,
‘That’s the same man
from those years ago!’”
Forty years after that,
James was a guest at an
event to commemorate
the 40th anniversary of
the Selma-to-Montgomery, Ala. march and Rev.
Vivian was also in attendance.
“I went and introduced
myself, saying, ‘You don’t
know me but I’ve known
you for years. I’m glad to
meet you now,’” she says.
“We shook hands and
talked, and I said, ‘Somebody needs to write a
book about you….’ He
said, ‘Well, here’s my
number.’”
Since then, she’s become acquainted with
other civil rights luminaries such as Dorothy
Cotton, Rev. Fred Shuttlesworth, and many
more (even becoming
good friends with the
latter’s daughter, Ruby
Shuttlesworth Bester).
“You only hear about
Martin Luther King in
Birmingham, you don’t
know about what this

uscript, Shuttlesworth
died at home.
“They had a chance
to read it together and
that just meant so much
to me,” James says. “He
couldn’t speak by then,
but [his wife] said she
could tell he was really
pleased.”
James says that if she
hadn’t been the kind of
voracious reader who
has read the newspaper
cover-to-cover
since
grade school, she might
have never known about
these key figures.
In fact, when she first
met Shuttlesworth at an
awards ceremony, she
had no knowledge of who
he was or the contributions he had made until
he gave his keynote address.
Today, the Friends of
Martin Luther King, Jr.
series consists of 28 titles, including A. Philip
Randolph, Bayard Rustin, Dorothy Height, and
more. Her books can
be found in Georgia’s
DeKalb County library
system; in a few schools
in Michigan, DeKalb
County, Atlanta, and
Durham, N.C. and can
also be purchased directly from her website,
w w w.jaxpublications.
com. In addition to adding to the series, she’s
also seeking financial
partners to launch a
children’s magazine, and
dipping her toes in publishing other like-minded authors’ works.
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Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Events
United Way’s Seeks 1,600 Volunteers
to Serve on Jan. 15-18

Local residents can now sign up to participate in the
United Way Martin Luther King Weekend of Service
Jan. 15-18.
The event honors the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther,
King, Jr., through more than 65 volunteer service
projects throughout the four-county metro region.
Volunteer projects range from packaging food to
cleaning up schools, from prepping books for kids in
poverty to beautifying parks and will be held at multiple locations in Clackamas, Clark, Multnomah, and
Washington counties.
The MLK Day of Service is organized by Hands On
Greater Portland, a program of United Way of the Columbia-Willamette.
Those wishing to participate may sign up until
12 hours before the start of the event. To sign up or
learn more, visit http://www.unitedway-pdx.org/
mlk-weekend.

KBOO Hosts ‘Freedom On My Mind’
Event Jan. 14 at Clinton Street
Members of the public are invited to help KBOO celebrate Dr. King’s birthday at 7 p.m. Jan. 14 at the Clinton Street Theater, 2522 SE Clinton St. Admission is
a suggested donation of $7 to $10, with no one turned
away for lack of funds.
The event will include outstanding poets and speakers reflect on Civil Rights and Social Justice, and a
screening of an Academy Award-nominated film on
the 1961 Mississippi Voter Registration project and
its crucial legacy.
The pre-film open mic poetry event will be hosted by
poet John Slaughter and feature speeches and readings from writer S. Renee Mitchell, Portland NAACP
President/Activist JoAnn Hardesty, Homeless Activist/Organizer Ibrahim Mubarak and others.
Freedom On My Mind provides a sweeping panorama of a turbulent time -- a time that tested America’s
purpose and its commitment to democracy.
The legacy of that time, the achievements and failures, remain with us today.
Freedom On My Mind will enable viewers of all
backgrounds to better understand and appreciate
this uniquely American legacy.

C.T. Vivian to speak at Mary’s Woods
MLK Celebration Jan. 16
Distinguished minister, author, and organizer Dr.
C.T. Vivian, a close friend and lieutenant of the Reverend Martin Luther King,
Jr. during the American
Civil Rights era, will be
the speaker at this year’s
Dr. King Celebration. He
will share his lifetime
experience on the inner
circle of the Civil Rights
Movement.
The second annual
MLK event is at 2 p.m.
Jan. 16, in the Chapel of
the Holy Names. Portland’s Northwest Freedom Singers, a choral
group comprised of the
city’s finest voices, will
accompany Dr. Vivian
with a performance of
inspirational songs and
gospel hymns.
After speaking, Dr. Vivian will participate in a Q
& A session.
A reception will follow
with an opportunity to
meet Dr. Vivian.

World Arts
Foundation, Inc.
Presents ‘Victory
Beyond the
Dream’ Jan. 18
World Arts Foundation, Inc. presents its 31st

consecutive tribute to Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Jan. 18, at the Highland
Center, , 7600 NE Glisan St.
The entire program will honor Martin Luther
King, Jr. by showcasing a variety of outstanding expressions in song, oration, dance and drumming.
Program format will include digital media, high
definition tape-delayed broadcast, and live artistic
presentations commemorating “Victory Beyond The
Dream.” Program participation will include an array
of community speakers from various civic and social
community organizations.
Invited guests will include a variety of talented local and regional performances by: The Mel Brown
B3 Organ Group, DaNell Daymon & Greater Works
Chorale (Seattle/Renton, WA), Derrick McDuﬀy and
Kingdom Sound, The Legendary Beyons, local student groups and choirs from Portland Public Schools,
the nationally acclaimed Jeﬀerson Dancers and much
more. Lifetime achievement awards will be present-

ed to Clara Peoples & Geneva Knauls (Posthumous),
Minnie Bell Johnson, Matthew Barnett, Rose Mary
Anderson, Jim Pettyjohn, Hurtis & Dorothy Hadley,
Mel Brown and Paul Knauls.
There will also be a Victory Village Bazaar with
arts, crafts, educational materials, food, photographs,
and films.
Cost for the event is a $5 donation or five units of
non-perishable foods to be collected at the door and
given to local food banks.
For more information, visit worldartsfoundation.
org/31st-annual-king-day.

WSU Vancouver Hosts Jan. 18 King
Celebration on Campus
Washington State University Vancouver invites the
community to participate in its annual Martin Lu-

See MLK DAY on page 18
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ther King Jr. Day of Service from 8:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Jan. 18 in the Firstenburg
Student Commons. The event is free
and open to the public. Parking is also
free. Light refreshments and lunch will
be served. Children under 16 must be
accompanied by a parent or guardian.
RSVP to http://events.vancouver.wsu.
edu/node/750.
The Martin Luther King Jr. Day of
Service honors King’s legacy of service and coincides with thousands of
service projects taking place around
the country on the same day. The day’s
events will focus on the theme “Creating a Stronger Community: Building
Coalitions and Empowering Allies.”
Guests are invited to participate in
workshops including: How to be an
Ally to the Black Community, LGBTQ
and Allies 101, and Women in Leadership.
Diana Pei Wu, executive director of
Portland Jobs with Justice, will deliver the keynote at lunchtime. Wu was
born to immigrant parents from China
and Taiwan, and grew up in Stamford,
Conn.
At age 15, Wu organized fellow Chinese students in a march to protest the
1989 massacre at Tiananmen Square.
Since then Wu has worked on international human rights, housing, gentrification, immigrant rights, youth
organization, labor, LGBTQA rights,
environmental justice and climate justice.
As part of the event, WSU Vancouver
will collect new hygiene and non-perishable food items for the Free Clinic of

Southwest Washington and Martha’s
Pantry.
Bring donations to the event or drop
them oﬀ in the Student Services Center
by Jan. 15.

Service in the Pacific Northwest, please
visit www.fs.usda.gov/r6

The U.S. Forest Service will waive
fees at day-use recreation sites in Oregon and Washington Jan. 18 in honor of
Martin Luther King Day.
This fee waiver includes many picnic
areas, boat launches, trailheads and
visitor centers.
Concession operations will continue
to charge fees unless the permit holder
wishes to participate. Fees for camping,
cabin rentals, heritage expeditions, or
other permits still apply.
The fee waiver does not apply to
SnoParks although they might be located on national public lands.
The SnoPark permit program is
sponsored by the States of Oregon and
Washington.
No fees are charged at any time on 98
percent of national forests and grasslands, and approximately two-thirds of
developed recreation sites in national
forests and grasslands can be used for
free. Check with your local forest or
grassland or on Recreation.gov to see if
your destination charges a fee.
The Pacific Northwest Region consists of 16 National Forests, 59 District
Oﬃces, a National Scenic Area, and a
National Grassland comprising 24.7
million acres in Oregon and Washington and employing approximately
3,550 people.
To learn more about the U.S. Forest

Drum Major events beginning Jan. 16.
The Drum Major event pays tribute
to present day “Drum Majors” – individuals and organizations who have
made lasting contributions advancing
the social justice cause in their respective fields along with the recognition of
scholastic achievers.
This year’s theme is “Let Your Academic Aspirations Light the Way.” The
Marcher and Drum Major awards are
named for the “Drum Major Instinct”
sermon Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, gave
on the 4th of February in 1968 — two
months before he was assassinated —
at the Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia.
Dr. King talked about his own funeral and the eulogy that might be given,
and asked that he be remembered as
a “drum major” for justice, peace and
righteousness.
The luncheon event is open to the
community at large, and will recognize scholarship recipients as well as
“Greatness Awards” for individuals
and progressive organizations who
have made outstanding eﬀorts in humanitarian and civic endeavors.
Academic scholarships will be presented to five deserving local students
who have made great strides in their
learning.
Tickets are $30 and are available

Vancouver Avenue First
Baptist Church Announces
Forest Service Waives Fees Drum Major Services
Vancouver Avenue First Baptist
Jan. 18 in Honor of Martin
Church will host its 10th Annual Drum
Luther King Day
Major Scholarship and Ecumenical

Working
together to
keep the
dream alive

The Pacific Northwest
Regional Council of
Carpenters
The Pacific Northwest Regional Council of Carpenters is
over 20,000 carpenters, piledrivers, drywallers, millwrights, trade show workers, shipwrights, exterior/interior
specialists, scaffold erectors, insulators and related craft
workers who have banded together to maintain and improve Safety, Wages, Benefits, Training and Working Conditions.

directly through the Church at 3138
North Vancouver Avenue.
For more information contact (503)
282-9496.
At 2 p.m. Jan. 17, at Vancouver Avenue
First Baptist Church, “Empower the
Dream” Ecumenical Service will celebrate ten years of empowering community and strengthening multi-cultural
ties.
The keynote speaker for the occasion
is renowned International Christian
Evangelist, Dr. Luis Palau, from the
Palau International Ministries in Portland, Oregon. Dr. Palau had a long and
close relationship with Evangelist Billy
Graham, and has been characterized by
many as Graham’s successor.

Seattle MLK Celebration to
Take Place at Garfield High
School Jan. 18
The Seattle/King County Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee
will host an MLK Celebration and event
from 1:30 to 4 p.m. Jan. 18 at Garfield
High School.
The event will include workshops in
high school classrooms, a rally with
speakers, poetry and music in the gymnasium and a 12:30 p.m. a march to Jackson Federal Building in downtown Seattle followed by an outside rally.
During the afternoon there will be
an information and opportunity at the
Garfield High School library.
Representatives from Washington
State, King County, Sound Transit, Port
of Seattle, United Negro College Fund,
the University of Washington, Seattle Vocational Institute, King County
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Labor Council, Goodwill and several unions will be
available to discuss opportunities in education, job
training, apprenticeship programs, pre-apprenticeship programs, contract and business opportunities.
For further information, contact Eddie Rye, Jr., at
(206) 786-2763.

Beaverton Intergenerational Women’s Choir and displays and awards will be given to children and youth
winners of the Human Rights Poster Contest and the
Creative Expression Contest.
The Martin Luther King Day celebration is free and
open to the public. Attendees are invited to bring
new socks or gloves or donate funds to Project Homeless Connect.
For more information see www.ianofwashingtoncounty.org. For more information about Southminster Presbyterian Church, visit www.southmin.org.

City of Tacoma Hosts ‘Ordinary Men,
Willamette’s Jan. 22 MLK Event to
Extraordinary Change’ Event
Feature Leonard Pitts Jr.
The City of Tacoma’s signature event, the 28th Annual Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration,
seeks to highlight young men of color as community
assets.
Often, the narrative around young men of color is
one of violence and deficiency.
During this event, organizers want to challenge
that narrative while acknowledging the institutional
and structural systems that create barriers to justice
for young men of color.
The community is invited to celebrate Jan. 18 as a
day on, not a day oﬀ.
This year’s theme is “Ordinary Men, Extraordinary
Change.”
The event will feature keynote speaker, Dr. William
Bell, President and CEO of Casey Family Programs.
Dr. Bell is also one of the founding partners of Cities
United, a national movement focused on eliminating
the violence in American cities related to African
American men and boys.
The MLK celebration will include music, dance, and
poetry that highlight the strength, resiliency and creativity of young men of color.
The Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Service
Award recognizes and encourages excellence in community service activities, carried out by an individual or a group, and will also be presented at the event.
The event will take place at Greater Tacoma Convention and Trade Center, 1500 Broadway in Tacoma.
Doors open at 10 a.m. and the event starts at 11 a.m.
Attendees are encouraged to bring donations of
non-perishable food items for the MLK Food Drive
benefiting Emergency Food Network.

City of Tacoma Holds Youth-Focused
Post-MLK Celebration Discussion
A youth-led, adult-supported community conversation about recognizing young men of color as community assets is planned for Jan. 18 following the Martin
Luther King Junior Day Celebration.
The “Flip the Script” event begins at 2 p.m. Doors
open at 1:30 p.m. at the University of Washington
Tacoma’s William W. Philip Hall (1918 Pacific Ave.) It
will be a space for youth and young adults to reflect
on how racism impacts their sense of self and wellbeing, discuss the systems that reinforce racist images
and how to make change in the community.
The event is free to attend and space is limited to
300 attendees. To reserve space(s), pre-registration is
available at 253flipthescript.eventbrite.com.
Refreshments will be provided. Free parking is
available in the Cragle Parking Lot (21st and C St.)
or at the Tacoma Dome Station (424 E. 25th St.). For
information on public transportation, please visit
soundtransit.org.
For questions about the event, please call the Oﬃce
of Equity and Human Rights at (253) 591-5000.

Peg Wills to Receive Everyday Hero
Award Jan. 17
The Inter-Religious Action Network of Washington County has awarded the IAN 2016 Emily Georges
Gottfried Everyday Hero Award to Beaverton resident, Peg Wills. Wills, who attends Holy Trinity Catholic Parish in Beaverton, was nominated for her radical hospitality and advocacy for social justice issues.
She oﬀers her home and hospitality to numerous
peace and justice groups, and unceasingly advocates
for environmental and social justice issues on-line, at
demonstrations, the legislature, and conferences, often providing her special cookies.
The award will be presented at annual Martin Luther King Day Celebration at 4 p.m. Jan. 17 at Southminster Presbyterian Church, 12250 SW Denney
Road, Beaverton.
Dr. Michael Sonnleitner will deliver the keynote address at the event.
He will speak to the theme “What Does Martin Luther King mean to me.” Music will be provided by the

Pulitzer Prize-winning writer Leonard Pitts Jr. will
present “In a Single Garment of Destiny” as part of
Willamette University’s annual Martin Luther King
Jr. celebration.

For free admission to the Jan. 22 talk, which begins
at 7 p.m. in Willamette’s Rogers Music Center, register at willamette.edu/go/mlk or call (503) 370-6463.
Pitts has worked as a college professor, radio producer, syndicated columnist and lecturer.
Focused on issues ranging from race to culture, he
won the Pulitzer Prize for Commentary in 2004.
The title of Pitts’ speech refers to a passage from
King’s “Letter From Birmingham Jail,” which defends
the strategy of nonviolent resistance to racism.
Willamette’s Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 2016 spans two weeks and includes discussions about race, power, equity and justice.
To allow students, faculty and staﬀ to participate in
“Into the Streets” — a day of service to the Salem community — university oﬃces will close and classes are
canceled during the afternoon of Jan. 22.
For more information and a schedule of events, visit willamette.edu/go/mlk or call the university’s Office of Multicultural Aﬀairs at (503) 370-6265.
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