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two Big men, one Giant
moment in history
By Renault Catalani

I
HONORING
THE LIFE AND LEGEND
OF

Martin Luther

KING, JR.

recall the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. in our television’s grainy black
and white. I remember his eyes. Who
doesn’t remember Dr. King’s eyes?
In my memory, he’s examining some very
important papers over the shoulder of the
President of the United States of America,
Lyndon Baines Johnson. The President’s
likewise skimming those serious docs – our
1964 Civil Rights
Act – a chunky
pen in hand.
I’m 10 yearsold and we’re on
our couch, near
our Penncrest TV.
Pop is to my right,
silent — exhausted from work. A
respectful space
separates us. Big
brother Robbie’s
renault catalani
slouched on my
left, we share a thin film of sweat between
his arm and mine. Our parents’ first American-born boy Roy sits between Robbie’s
muscular thighs.
Left and right of Dr. King and President
Johnson, in several shades of grey, stand
suited men from New Hampshire to California, shoulder to shoulder. All white.
Even as a fifth grader, I knew that both
our kids’ and our parent’s awed generations
were absorbing that grand moment. Indeed,

back then we believed every household on
our street, our immigrant and settled neighbors alike, were moved by that monumental
black and white moment. We believe it still,
today.
Fifty years after those most trying days
and terrifying nights of American democracy, the US Civil Rights Act still lives on. It
lives as much as a provision of law produced by the best of pragmatic politics, as it
does as an article of faith. American faith.
Of course it does.
That same grainy scene of Dr. King’s polished obsidian eyes and President Johnson’s
determined brows, came back to me some
Saturday nights ago. My wife and I were
sitting on Timothy Lake’s south shore. If
you’ve not been there, Timothy Lake is a
clear Cascade reservoir curtained by tall fir,
pine, and cedar, shoulder to shoulder a lot
like those 1960s US congressmen. But these
big elders never let harsh city lights or our
urban din get past them. Not a bad thought
they allow there. There, in their humbling
stillness.
On that lake’s edge, everyone’s gazing up
at a billion-billion miles of pretty planets
and pulsing suns and sparkling stellar matter. Heaven’s enormity packs people’s eyes
and ears. That late night, it all so paralyzed
my ordinarily-buzzing big city neural networks that my wife had to elbow me, hard –
to remind me to breath.
For immigrant community mechanicos

See TWO MEN on page 20

WE START OUT THE NEW
YEAR WITH A NEW MISSION,
SIMILAR NAME, NEW
DIRECTION
AFRICAN AMERICAN CHAMBER
HAS GONE PRIVATE!!!

The Skanner News
has donated more than
half a million dollars
in college scholarships
We thank you for your support.

We’re looking forward to seeing you
at the
Oregon Convention Center, Portland
for our annual
Martin Luther King Jr. Breakfast
Jan 19, 2015 from 8:30-10:30 a.m.
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reclaiming the legacy of dr. martin luther king, Jr.

T

he 2015 Martin Luther
King, Jr. National Holiday
should have a different
impact on the collective consciousness of Black America.
Why? Because once again there
are millions of Black Americans
who are more determined than
ever to keep pushing forward to
achieve full freedom, justice,
equality and empowerment. The
historic methodology, style and
substance of Dr. King’s leadership
needs to be reclaimed by those
with the heavy responsibility to
lead.
By re-embracing Dr. King’s
prophetic activism and mobilization genius, I believe Black
American leaders of national
organizations will be effective in
countering the backward drift of
voter suppression, racism, violence and hopelessness. The tone
set in the King Holiday ceremonies this year should focus on
achieving equality and economic
empowerment for all.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was a
strong, visionary, mesmerizing
leader. He used nonviolent civil
disobedience as an effective strategy. He challenged injustice
everywhere while generating
enough political capital that led to
the enactment of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act and the 1965 Voting
Rights Act. Shortly before King’s

NNPA
COLUMNIST
Benjamin F.
Chavis Jr.
assassination in April 1968, he
was clear about the need to secure
economic justice en route to
becoming what he called the
“Beloved Community.”
Over the past year, there have
been numerous demonstrations
across the nation demanding racial
justice in the wake of police
killing of Michael Brown, Eric
Garner, Tamir Rice, and Rumain
Brisbon. It was a positive sign of
progress to witness street protests
that, in the spirit of Dr. King,
setranscended race and class. All
forms of injustice must be
opposed. It was Dr. King who
reminded us that “an injustice anywhere is a threat to justice
everywhere.”
As was the case in the past,
young people today are only less
prejudiced than their parents and
preceding generations. Even so,
emerging young leaders are not
relenting – they are pushing forward with renewed energy,
conviction and vigor. In fact, we
should not forget that Martin

Luther King was only 26 years old
in 1955 when he became the primary spokesman for the nascent
Montgomery Bus Boycott Movement.
Many campaigning for public
office are looking beyond MLK
Day to the 2016 U.S. presidential
race. Our challenges if to make
sure the quest for equality and justice does not get placated by the
politics of expediency. In other
words, the momentum to transform America evident in 2014
should not be allowed to dissipate
over the next year.
Now that the U.S. economy con-

As we prepare to celebrate the
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., we should remember
that he concluded that economic
justice was also a key civil rights
issue. Two weeks before Dr. King
was murdered, he addressed a
rally in Memphis of American
Federation of State, County and
Municipal
Employees
(AFSCME). King stated, “Now
our struggle is for genuine equality, which means economic
equality……. For we know now
that it isn’t enough to integrate
lunch counters. What does it profit
a man to be able to eat at an inte-

The tone set in the King Holiday
ceremonies this year should focus on
achieving equality and economic
empowerment for all
tinues to rebound, efforts to end
poverty in our communities
should be significantly increased.
Interestingly, those who opposed
President Barack Obama blamed
him for things that were already
bad when he assumed office. And
now that the economy has
improved, they refuse to give him
credit
for
the
recovery.

grated lunch counter if he doesn’t
have enough money to buy a hamburger?”
Dr. King was on point.
Today, the struggle is not just
about having more money to buy
something. It is about knowing
how to more effectively invest and
spend the $1.1 trillion that Black
Americans are expected to spend

annually by 2015. It is about owning more businesses in our
communities. In the tradition of
Dr. King, we have to wisely leverage our huge consumer power.
We are grateful that the legacy
of Dr. King’s leadership continues
to be vibrant and relevant to the
advancement of the cause of freedom and justice. We, therefore,
face the future with a stronger
confidence that we still shall overcome, largely by reclaiming Dr.
King’s legacy.
Benjamin F. Chavis, Jr. is the
President and CEO of the National
Newspaper Publishers Association
(NNPA) and can be reached for
national advertisement sales and
partnership
proposals
at:
dr.bchavis@nnpa.org; and for lectures and other professional
consultations at: http://drbenjaminfchavisjr.wix.com/drbfc
Hear Benjamin Chavis
speak at The Skanner 29th
Annual Martin Luther
King, Jr. Breakfast held
Monday, Jan. 19, 2015, 8:30
a.m. at the Oregon Convention
Center. Buy tickets online at
www.theskanner.com/mlkbreakfast-tickets.
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2015 will Bring many challenges for Voting rights
Written by Tim
O’Brien
Voter Protection
Project
Manager, League of
Women Voters
Originally published in

W

hile most of the
attention around
last
year’s
midterm elections was
focused on who would control the US Senate, here at
the League of Women Voters’ Public Advocacy for
Voter Protection project, we

were most interested in the
results at the state level and
the impact they could have
on advancing election-related legislation. While we
anticipate continued attacks
to voting rights during the
2015 state legislative sessions, as we’ve seen in the

last few years, there are
also
opportunities
to
advance pro-voter reforms
to streamline voters’ ability
to weigh-in on the issues
important to them.
Voting rights and access
to the ballot box should be a
bipartisan effort. Our elect-

ed officials should strive to
uphold the Constitution and
ensure the government is
“of, for and by the people,”
and this isn’t possible when
“the people” don’t have an
opportunity to participate
in free, fair and accessible
elections.
Taking into consideration
the incoming state governments, we analyzed all 50
states on their likelihood to
advance either positive or
negative election related
reforms using the following
criteria:
• Voter suppression risks
• Pro-voter reform opportunities
• Likelihood that states will
have close elections in
2016, which could influence partisan operatives’
plans to try and make the
voting process easier or
more difficult depending
on their desired outcome
• Existing state election
laws – i.e., do existing
state elections laws assist
voters in being able to cast
their ballot or are there
laws that limit access to
the ballot that need to be
addressed in the upcoming legislative session,
and are there ways the
League can assist voters
now who need assistance
to mitigate the impact of
restrictive laws
• Past legislative action that
was unsuccessful in either
suppressing or expanding
the vote
• Compliance with federal
election laws
Through this process, the
PAVP project identified
nearly 20 states that will
have a moderate to high
chance of passing reforms

ue to keep an eye on all 50
states and respond appropriately when needed. Across
the country, we have been
successful in protecting voting rights by defeating bad
legislation as well as challenging restrictive laws in
the court system.
On the flip side, there are
19 states where we remain
hopeful that common
sense pro-voter election
reforms could become law.
We will be advocating for
bills that:
• Expand early voting
options, particularly those
that include nights and
weekends;
• Implement
or
expand online voter registration systems, with a
particular focus to include
individuals without a current driver’s license or
state ID;
• Improve polling place
management, such as
ensuring there are adequate voting machines
and ballots, well trained
poll workers, and fully
accessible polling places
for voters with disabilities;
• Ensure states offer the
opportunity to register to
vote at public assistance
agencies, as required by
the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA); and
• Electronic streamlining,
like using electronic poll
books which would allow
for real-time transmission
of information, including
voter check-ins and
address updates.
There is little doubt that
the 2015-2016 state legislative sessions will be an
ongoing challenge for vot-

Our elected officials should
strive to uphold the Constitution
and ensure the government is
‘of, for and by the people’
that will suppress the vote
next year. In these states, we
anticipate continuing our
work against efforts seeking
to:
Implement
restrictive
voter photo ID and proofof-citizenship requirements
when registering or voting;
Decrease early voting;
Eliminate election or
same-day registration; and
Place new restrictions on
community-based voter registration drives, like those
hosted by Leagues across
the country.
These states will be the
main focus of our PAVP
project this year as we continue our fight against voter
suppression by stopping
anti-voter legislation and
mitigating the impact of
anti-voter laws in the states.
Of course, we will contin-
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ing rights across the
country, but once again the
League of Women Voters is
ready to fight back against
voter suppression and to
advance pro-voter reforms
in the states. It has become
crystal clear that the struggle to ensure free, fair and
accessible elections will
require a long-term movement and we are primed to
once again lead the charge
to protect and expand voting
rights for all eligible voters
across the country.
This piece was originally
published on the LWV blog.
This piece was reprinted
by Truthout with permission
or license. It may not be
reproduced in any form
without permission or
license from the source.
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measuring king’s nobel Peace Prize, today
Have times really changed? Is his vision for peace relevant in the 21st Century?

T

he
Rev.
Martin
Luther King Jr. dedicated his life to much
more than achieving racial
equality. That goal, he said
again and again, was inseparable from alleviating
poverty and stopping war.
And he reiterated this theme
after being awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize 50 years
ago in October, 2014.
“I refuse to accept the
view that mankind is so
tragically bound to the starless midnight of racism and
war, that the bright daybreak of peace and
brotherhood can never
become a reality,” he said in
his
Nobel
acceptance
speech.
“Sooner or later, all the
people of the world will
have to discover a way to
live together in peace.”
Half a century later, it’s
obvious that enormous
progress has been made
toward overcoming racial
discrimination -- that King
was right in his vision about
race. Yet widespread poverty remains, in America and
beyond, and bombs still fall
as brutal wars rage on.
Was King naive? Was his
full vision simply unobtainable — do free markets
require poor people to function, and will war always
assert itself as a defining
human habit?
Is King’s Nobel vision relevant five decades later?
Absolutely, insist some
who study King’s life and
philosophy. They say his
racial proclamations and
strategies, so controversial
back then but now part of
the American cultural
canon, can and should apply
to today’s stubborn issues of
poverty and war.
“I don’t think his vision
has ever been more relevant,” says Paul Chappell, a
West Point graduate who
served in Iraq and now
teaches and writes books
about peace. “The problem
is, people don’t realize how
prophetic King was.”
Chappell, the Peace Leadership Director for the
Nuclear Age Peace Foundation, which seeks a world
without nuclear weapons,
says a close examination of
King’s life and work shows
he
predicted
today’s
protests
over
income
inequality and trillions of
war dollars drained from
America’s budgets.
“He realized that American military intervention is
not only harmful to people
around the world, it’s also
harmful to the American
people,” Chappell says.
The peace prize for King,
then just 35 years old, honored a Southern preacher

whose philosophy, courage
and oratory galvanized the
civil rights movement, on
whose behalf he said he
accepted it. It gave a unique
international recognition to

approached all-out war in
Vietnam. King accepted the
award in Oslo, Norway, on
December 10, and the following day delivered the
traditional Nobel lecture.

‘Sooner or later, all the people
of the world will have to
discover a way to live together
in peace’

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

the movement’s accomplishments at a pivotal time.
The prize was announced
on October 14, 1964,
against a backdrop of the
Civil Rights Act, whose
passage earlier that year
finally granted black Americans full citizenship. But it
also came as the nation

In his remarks, King
returned to a lifelong theme
of describing a world where
love and compassion could
conquer poverty and conflict. His strategies were
based on nonviolence —
“the need for man to overcome
oppression
and
violence without resorting

WIKIPEDIA

By Jesse
Washington, AP
National Writer

President lyndon B. Johnson, martin luther king, Jr., and rosa Parks at the
signing of the Voting rights act on august 6, 1965.
to violence and oppression,”
as he said in his speech.
“The foundation of such a
method is love,” he said.

“The Nobel speeches really are neglected gems of
how long-term progress
against these evils requires a

great commitment of mind
and spirit and cooperation

See NOBEL on page 15
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Associated Press
ATLANTA (AP) — Forty-nine years after
John Lewis and fellow marchers tried to
cross the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma,
Alabama, the memories of “Bloody Sunday” are still vivid in his mind. It was one of
the defining moments of the civil rights era.
“We were beaten, tear gassed, trampled
and chased by men on horseback,” said
Lewis, a civil rights activist and longtime
Democratic congressman from Georgia.
“Many of us accepted the way of non-violence as a way of life, as a way of living. We
were willing to be arrested, to be jailed. We
accepted the beatings. And we never gave
up.”
In a recent interview with The Associated
Press, Lewis — who is portrayed by the
actor Stephan James in the historical drama

to Montgomery, led by the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
“It is very powerful. It is very moving. It
is real. It is so real,” Lewis said. “It says
something about the distance we’ve come in
laying down the burden of race.”
The son of sharecroppers, Lewis grew up
on a family farm outside Troy, Alabama,
and attended segregated public schools.
During the civil rights movement, he organized sit-in demonstrations at segregated
lunch counters in Nashville, Tennessee.
In 1963, he addressed the historic March
on Washington — two years before he and
hundreds of others marched on “Bloody
Sunday.”
On March 7, 1965, Lewis and others were
beaten by state troopers as they began to
march to Montgomery.
The march is credited with helping build

‘We got a Voting Rights Act passed 50 years
ago, a Civil Rights Act passed. But, we still have
a distance to go’
“Selma” — said the timing of the film’s
release was fitting and appropriate after
protests of grand jury decisions not to indict
white police officers in the deaths of black
men in Ferguson, Missouri; and New York.
“Selma,” the film co-written and directed
by Ava DuVernay, is based on the 1965
marches from the Alabama cities of Selma

momentum for passage that year of the
landmark Voting Rights Act, which opened
polling places to millions of blacks and
ended all-white governments in the South.
“We broke down those signs that said,
‘White Waiting,’ ‘Colored Waiting,’ ‘White
Men,’ ‘Colored Men,’ ‘White Women,’
‘Colored Women.’ We got a Voting Rights
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selma civil rights march still Vivid for rep. lewis

In this dec. 22, 2014 image taken from video, u.s. rep. John lewis, d-Ga.,
discusses the historical drama “selma” and civil rights in the united states
during an interview in atlanta. Forty-nine years after lewis and other marchers
tried to cross the edmund Pettus Bridge in selma, ala., memories of “Bloody
sunday” are still vivid in his mind. It was one of the defining moments of the
civil rights era.
Act passed 50 years ago, a Civil Rights Act
passed. But, we still have a distance to go,”
said Lewis.
“In many communities today, the question
of race is still very real. You can feel it. You
can almost taste it. But, you cannot deny the
fact that America is a different America.
Even in the heart of the Deep South, those

signs are gone. And, they will not return.
People registered. And, they are voting.”
Lewis was first elected to Congress in
1986. He was re-elected to a 15th term in
November.
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Black Voters in the south Face new threats
By Freddie Allen NNPA
Washington Correspondent
WASHINGTON (NNPA)

D

espite major advances to
access to the ballot box
nearly 50 years after the
passage of Voting Rights Act of
1965 (VRA), Blacks, living primarily in the South and
Southwest, continued to face challenges at the ballot box, according
to National Commission on Voting
Rights report.
“Though protection under the
Voting Rights Act has produced
significant gains, African Americans are continually subjected to
new threats to their full enfranchisement,” stated the report. “The
ongoing protection of the Voting
Rights Act is vital to the inclusion
of this community.”
Last summer, the United States
Supreme Court invalidated the
Section 4 coverage formula in the
Voting Rights Act that required
jurisdictions with a demonstrated
history of voter discrimination to
“pre-clear” any changes in voting
laws with the Justice Department
of a federal court. The ruling
effectively neutered Section 5 of
the VRA.
“Four states formerly covered
by Section 5 of the VRA – Texas,
Louisiana, South Carolina and
Georgia – rank as the worst
offenders,” according to the
report. The study found that, when
it comes to voting discrimination,
Texas was the worst state in the
country, “including multiple statelevel violations.”
Last August, Attorney General
Eric Holder filed a lawsuit against
Texas over a restrictive voter ID
law that went into effect after the
Shelby decision, and also sought
to support groups who took the
Lone Star State to court over
redistricting policies.
Following the Shelby v. Holder
ruling, civil rights lawyers have
increasingly used Section 2 of the
VRA to defend voters’ rights
across the nation, but the report
acknowledged the limitations of
Section 2 lawsuits.
“While Section 2 provides
important and considerable safeguards against discrimination, it
does not provide the same level of
protection that Section 5 afforded
minority voters,” stated the report.
“Section 2 litigation is often complex and can be slow,
time-consuming, and expensive,”
especially for poor, minority voters with access to limited
resources.
Under Section 5, covered jurisdictions had to prove that new
laws didn’t create added hardships
for poor and minority voters. Section 2 reverses that burden of
proof, placing it squarely on the
shoulders of the voters and civil
rights lawyers.
Since the Shelby v. Holder decision, new, controversial voting
laws have been passed, forcing
civil rights and Justice Department
lawyers to expend resources battling over whether those laws hurt
thousands of voters.
The report covered a number of
forms of voter discrimination,
including minority vote dilution,
voter challenges and intimidation,
felony disenfranchisement, voter
purges and restrictive photo ID

requirements.
“The findings show that contrary to the court’s assertion voting
discrimination is still rampant and
that states and localities previously covered by Section 4 and
Section 5, the [Voting Rights Act]

voters,” said Arnwine.
From 1995-2013, redistricting
changes made up 58 of 113 Section 5 preclearance denials, the
report said. “Redistricting plans
that dilute minority voting
strength typically submerge

‘While Section 2 provides important
and considerable safeguards against
discrimination, it does not provide the
same level of protection that Section
5 afforded minority voters’
provisions struck down by the
court, continue to implement voting laws and procedures that
disproportionately affect African
Americans, Latinos, Asian Americans and Native Americans

minority voters in overpopulated
districts, divide minority population concentrations to prevent
them from comprising the majority of a fairly-drawn district
(“fragmentation” or “cracking”),

or unnecessarily over concentrate
them in a minimal number of districts (“packing”),” stated the
report.
Robert Kengle, co-director of
the Voting Rights Project at the
Lawyers’ Committee for Civil
Rights Under Law, said that redistricting is the reallocation of
political power and there is always
a temptation to make minority voters the pawns in that process.
“Whether you’re talking about
disputes between political parties
or disputes between incumbents or
one faction or another it’s tempting to dilute minority voter
strength to achieve your political
goals,” said Kengle.
Kengle added: “Sometimes it’s
just as simple as saying, ‘We don’t
want minority voters electing candidates,’ and the district lines are
drawn to prevent that.” Jurisdic-

tions that pass plans are usually
more discreet today than they
were in the 1960s or 1970s, but
when you look at the results,
sometimes the results are very
similar, observed Kengle.
Leon Russell, the vice chairman
of the NAACP Board of Directors
called redistricting ‘a partisan
tool.’ “For legislatures that are
dominated by one particular party,
it’s that party that usually draws
those lines to protect its political
power,” said Russell. “If you can
control who votes and where they
vote, you can control the power.”
Following the Shelby decision,
the Justice Department made
severe cuts to its federal observer
program. “The federal observer
program provided an important
deterrence against voter discrimi-

See VOTERS on page 17
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cBc chair
Butterfield Vows
to work with Both
Parties

congressman G.k. Butterfield

By Lauren Victoria Burke
NNPA Columnist

I

f you were the new chairman of the Congressional
Black Caucus (CBC), beginning your time tenure when
the first Black president of the United States was completing his last two years in office, what would your plan
be?
If you were chair at a time when Republicans held a
record number of House seats – the most since 1928 – and
conditions for Black Americans were getting worse, what
would your plan be? If that first Black president on his way
out the door wasn’t all that excited about Black agenda
items and rarely connects with members of Congress, what
would be the plan?
These are the questions that the new Black Caucus chairman, Congressman G.K. Butterfield of North Carolina, has
to confront over the next two years. Presidential politics
have already begun to take the stage at the start of 2015 as
a lame-duck president notorious for not connecting
with members of his own
party in Congress begins to
announce policy objectives.
Butterfield got off to an
aggressive start on January
6 with his first speech as
Black Caucus Chairman.
“America is not working
for many African Americans and we, as the
Congressional Black Caucus, have an obligation to
fight harder and smarter in
the next Congress to help
repair the damage,” he said.
The speech included a devastating rundown of current
statistics on where African
Americans now stand.
“We are fighting generations of indifference on the
part of those in power. The
statistics tell the story,” Butterfield said. Then he told
the audience at the Capitol:
• Twenty-five percent of
Black households live
below the poverty line,
compared to 8 percent for
White households;
• One out of three Black
children lives in poverty;
• African Americans are
twice as likely as Whites to
be unemployed;
• African Americans earn
$13,000 less per year than
their White counterparts;
• The unemployment rate of
African Americans has con-

See CBC on page 17
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By Freddie Allen NNPA
Washington
Correspondent

WASHINGTON (NNPA)
– If you thought that the
United States Constitution
guaranteed your right to
vote, think again. “While
the right to vote is inherent
throughout our founding
document, and there are
amendments prohibiting
discrimination, nothing in
the Constitution explicitly
guarantees our right to vote.
We, as Americans, possess
no affirmative right to
vote,” said Rep. Mark
Pocan (D-Wis.) as he intro-

to Vote Amendment would
provide all eligible citizens
an affirmative right to vote
and make it harder for state
and local legislators to pass
restrictive voting laws that
have
disenfranchised
Blacks and poor voters in
the past.
The bill gained little traction in Congress last year as
lawmakers stumbled from
one self-inflicted wound to
the next. They bounced
from the budget sequestration that forced automatic
spending cuts and tax hikes
that stalled economic
growth, to repeated attempts
to repeal the Affordable

In the wake of the Shelby
County v. Holder decision,
state legislators rushed to pass
new restrictive laws that were
once automatically blocked
by the Justice Department
duced
the
bill
he
co-sponsored with Rep.
Keith Ellison (D-Minn.) on
the floor of the House of
Representatives last May.
The Pocan-Ellison Right

Care Act, to the government
shutdown that cost the economy billions.
There was little time to
get anything done, let alone
constitutional reform, some-

WIKIPEDIA

Voting hurdles remain despite Protections

speaker nancy Pelosi (left) and rep. keith ellison
(d-mn) (right) at his swearing-in ceremony
with thomas Jefferson’s Qur’an.
thing that neither party has
the stomach for. But the
right to vote amendment,
restrictive voting laws and
election reform were all on
the menu during the recent
Eighth Annual Voting and
Elections Summit, presented by the Overseas Vote
Foundation and U.S. Vote
Foundation.
The summit featured election experts and voters’
rights
advocates
who
addressed issues related to
grassroots innovations in

voting, midterm mobilization and new voting
technology. Speakers also
discussed the most recent
developments in voting
including the Voting Rights
Act of 2014, the Presidential
Commission
on
Election Administration’s
report and last summer’s
historic Shelby County v.
Holder Supreme Court decision that held that Section 4
of the law was unconstitutional.
The Supreme Court

demanded that the Congress
update the preclearance formula in Section 4 that
required states with a history of voting practices that
discriminated
against
Blacks to clear any changes
in voting laws in advance
with the Justice Department.
The court insisted on a
more updated formula for
determining the states covered under Section 4.
Before the VRA of 1965,
Blacks, especially in the
South, were subjected to
poll taxes, literacy tests,
intimidation and sometimes
death in effort to vote.
After the law was passed,
the Justice Department
often turned to Section 4
and Section 5 of the VRA to
prevent discriminatory voting practices. “Section 5 [of
the Voting Rights Act of
1965] was amazingly effective at blocking the use of
new discriminatory practices in the covered
jurisdictions,” said Robert
Kengle, co-director of the
Voting Rights Project at the
Lawyers Committee for
Civil Rights Under Law.
In the wake of the Shelby
County v. Holder decision,
state legislators rushed to

pass new restrictive laws
that were once automatically blocked by the Justice
Department. Norman Ornstein, resident scholar at the
American Enterprise Institute, a private, nonpartisan,
conservative-leaning think
tank dedicated to research
and education on public policy issues, economics and
social welfare, said that
Chief Justice John Roberts
used “powerfully faulty
logic” in his decision in the
Shelby County case.
“Imagine there is an intersection which has a long
history of people speeding
going through the town traffic accidents deaths. So,
they put in speed bumps
traffic lights speed cameras
stiff fines and remarkably
over a period of time, no
problems, no deaths,” said
Ornstein. “Then you get
authorities saying, ‘We
solved that problem now
let’s take out the speed
bumps, take out the cameras, never mind the fines.’”
Orstein continued: “And
my goodness, before long,
mayhem occurs.” Now,
because of the Supreme
Court decision, the Justice

See VOTING on page 18
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By Jazelle Hunt,
NNPA Washington
Correspondent

R

onald Lewis was
standing on a street
with his brother, who
was selling drugs. When
police were approaching,
Lewis warned his brother.
Both were arrested. That
minor, almost reflexive
reaction led to Lewis sharing a drug possession
charge with his brother as
well as charges of being an
instrument of a crime.
His lawyer advised him
that he could win a trial.

Lewis, now 35, feels he is
paying again for his past
mistake.
“I paid that lawyer
$10,000…I didn’t know
what [the deal] entailed. I
didn’t know the impact it
would have on my life,” he
says. After going through
the criminal justice system,
Lewis entered a vocational
program and earned an
engineering license.
He says, “I thought life
would begin for me…but I
have had so many doors
slammed in my face, I know
what wood tastes like.”
According to a new report

The report, titled, “One
Strike and You’re Out: How
We Can Eliminate Barriers
to Economic Security and
Mobility for People with
Criminal Records,” paints
the picture with an array of
numbers:
Ninety-five percent of
people who are incarcerated
at any level will be released.
Each day, this is the case
for more than 600,000
Americans who served time
in prison.
Each year, nearly 12 million people move through
local jails.
As of 2012, more than 4.7

Research cited in the CAP report estimates that
87 percent of employers, 80 percent of
landlords, and 66 percent of colleges use
criminal and credit background checks to
screen applicants.

Later, that advice became a
plea offer. Without being
tried, Lewis accepted a Bclass
misdemeanor
conviction, served no time
in prison, and was released
from probation early for
steady compliance.
That was 10 years ago.

from the Center for American Progress (CAP), as
many as one in three Americans has a criminal record.
Despite being commonplace, this status can cause
lifelong
socioeconomic
challenges.

million Americans were on
probation or parole. Most
will be confronted with their
record as they attempt to
rejoin society.
Research cited in the CAP
report estimates that 87 percent of employers, 80
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percent of landlords, and 66
percent of colleges use
criminal and credit background checks to screen
applicants.
By 2012, the Federal
Bureau of Investigations
released six times as many
background checks for
employers as it had the previous decade. The federal
law that regulates the criminal
and
credit
background-check industry
was enacted in 1970, before
the Internet; it generally
applies to credit screening,
as opposed to criminal
records.
Thus, millions of people
who have been arrested –
even for exercising their
constitutional right to
protest – and were never
convicted or incarcerated,
still carry the stain of having
criminal charges come up in
a background check.
“Even a minor criminal
record can serve as an
intractable
barrier
to
employment as well as utter
basics such as housing, such
as building good credit,
education, job training, and
more,” said Rachel Vallas,
co-author of the report.
Low-income and people

PHOTO COURTESY RONALD LEWIS

with a criminal record, it’s one strike and you’re out

ronald lewis still faces challenges from a brush
with the law 10 years ago.
of color with criminal
records are often most likely
to fall into a cycle of poverty as a result of their
records. The transgression,
plus a common lack of skills
and/or education, often
merge to bar them from

employment, and then from
the social safety net that
keeps people from sliding
into deep poverty.
In addition to the employment challenges, difficulties

See STRIKE on page 20
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education and the legacy of dr. king
By Julianne Malveaux
NNPA Columnist

A

s he labored for
social, civil and economic justice, Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. was
extremely concerned both
about the educational
inequities that were a function of segregation, and
about the purpose and quality of education. As early as
1947, as a Morehouse College student, he wrote an
article, The Purpose of Education, for the Maroon
Tiger, the college newspaper. His article is as relevant
today as it was then.
Today, much of the focus
of education is on passing
standardized tests; and
while educational measurement is important, Dr. King
suggests that these measures are insufficient. In his
article, he pondered the
meaning and purpose of
education. He wrote that

BENNETT
COLLEGE
Julianne
Malveaux

“Education must enable a
(person) to become more
efficient, to achieve with
increasing facility the legitimate goals of his life.”
King was critical of the
results of specific aspects of
education when he wrote,
“education must also train
one for quick, resolute and
effective thinking. To think,
incisively and to think for
one’s self is very difficult.
We are prone to let our mental life become invaded by
legions of half-truths, prejudices, and propaganda. A
great majority of the socalled educated people does
not think logically and sci-

entifically. Even the
press, the classroom,
the platform, and the
pulpit
in
many
instances do not give
us objective and
unbiased truths.”
True in 1947, but
even more so today
with 3-minute commentary passing for
news, and some classrooms

the site of propaganda delivery. Some Southerners still
believe that the South won
the Civil War, and they fly
the confederate flags to
honor it, and teach this falsity in their classrooms. A
friend who lives in Georgia
said nearly half of her junior
high school-age daughter’s
U.S. history curriculum
covered aspects of the Civil

War.
From that perspective,
young King was quite critical of segregationist, their
intelligence, ad their prejudice. “The late Eugene
Talmadge, in my opinion,
possessed one of the better
minds in Georgia, or even
America. Moreover, he
wore the Phi Beta Kappa
key. By all measuring rods,

Mr. Talmadge could think
critically and intensively yet
he contends that I am an
inferior being. Are these the
types of men we call educated?”
King said that intelligence
is not enough. He said,
“Intelligence plus character

See EDUCATION on
page 21
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technology and continuing civil rights movement
By Jazelle Hunt
NNPA Washington
Correspondent
WASHINGTON (NNPA) – If
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. were
alive and dreaming today, his ‘I
Have a Dream’ speech might be
broadened to include technology
equality along with racial parity,
according to some civil rights
activists.
“Dr. King could not have predicted what was next. But we now
see what was next and that is technology. Just as we had been left

nomic, Political and Digital Citizenship.” The symposium was
sponsored by the Rainbow PUSH
Coalition, which has spent the past
year urging Silicon Valley giants
such as Microsoft, Apple, and
Yahoo! to disclose workforce
diversity data and make a commitment to increasing diversity at all
levels. Among those corporations,
Rainbow PUSH Coalition found
that Black people accounted for 3
percent or less of their tech and
non-tech workforces.
Technology is playing a central
role in what may be a resurgence

out of the economic avenues in Dr.
King’s day, we’ve been left out of
the economic avenues today,
except now that’s technology,”
says Rev. Grainger Browning,
pastor of Ebenezer AME Church
in Fort Washington, Md.
Last week, Browning spoke on a
panel as part of a symposium
titled, “The Future of Civil Rights:
Moving Towards First Class Eco-

of the Civil Rights Movement in
the protests over grand jury decisions not to indict White police
officers in the death of unarmed
African Americans in Ferguson,
Mo. and Staten Island, N.Y.
According to research from the
Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies, less than 4 percent
of those employed in science and
engineering fields are Black, com-

‘Just as we had been left out of the
economic avenues in Dr. King’s day,
we’ve been left out of the economic
avenues today, except now that’s
technology’

pared to White
Americans
who account
for 71 percent.
As advances
in technology
give rise to
new fields and
accelerate
existing ones,
the lack of representation
within STEM
professions is
resulting in a
shortage
of
qualified
Americans to
rev. Grainger
fill these new
roles. People of color are already
the majority among the youngest
generation of Americans—and
without adequate STEM education, the generation may not be
prepared. This lack of training
already disqualifies many Americans from one of the most
entrepreneurial, lucrative, and
fast-growing sectors.
“The challenge is that we are
primarily consumers and not creators,” says Navarrow Wright,
president and CEO of the Close
the Divide Project, which seeks to
increased STEM opportunity
awareness among women and
people of color. Wright also
served as a panelist during the
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R a i n b o w
PUSH symposium. “There’s
no light bulb
that this is a
b u s i n e s s
o p p o r t u n i t y.
When you consume,
you
don’t recognize
you
have
power.”
Additionally,
business and
society are now
globalized
thanks to the
Internet, but
Browning, Jr.
people of color
are less likely than their White
counterparts to have access to
high-speed Internet in their
homes. The Pew Research Center
found that 64 percent of Black
adults have broadband at home,
compared to 74 percent of White
adults. Further, Blacks and Latinos are more likely to access the
Internet only through smartphones
– 74 percent of Black people who
own a smartphone use it as their
primary access to the Internet as
opposed to a computer or laptop at
home. Poor Internet access can
create a range of barriers, from
difficulty with online forms and
job applications, to lowered academic performance, to increased

costs for financial and administrative transactions via mail or
in-person visits.
Paradoxically, the Internet has
also given voice to the least heard
members of society.
“It’s true that there is a digital
divide. However…cell phone is
our main access to the Internet,”
says entrepreneur and scholar,
Avis Jones-DeWeever, who also
served as a panelist.
“We tend to be overrepresented
on a lot of these [mobile] platforms, on Twitter especially, but
others as well. I think it’s amplifying those activists who were
already there, already in the
trenches, already doing this
work…but it’s also I think motivated others to become involved
and become changes agents themselves.”
Social media sites such as Twitter, Vine, and Facebook, have
enabled marginalized groups to
bypass gatekeepers and communicate, organize, and draw attention
to their issues. For most of the
demonstrations around the nation
in response to police killings—the
roadway shutdowns, die-ins, and
marches—the word was spread
via the Internet. Additionally,
online petitions and fundraisers

See TECHNOLOGY
on page 18
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examining the ‘real’ dream speech
By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist

members of the Birmingham KKK cell dynamited
the
Sixteenth
Baptist
Church just after its Sunday
School services had ended,
killing four girls – Addie
Mae Collins, 14, Denise
McNair, 11, Carole Robertson, 14, and Cynthia
Wesley, 14 – and wounding
20 others. In the maelstrom
that enveloped the city that

I

have a dream that my
four little children will
one day live in a nation
where they will not be
judged by the color of their
skin but by the content of
their character. I have a
dream today!
A suggestion for these
days of special attention to
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.:
Whenever people cite this
sentence from his iconic “I
Have A Dream” speech, ask
them if they know the rest
of the speech.
I’ve long suspected that
people who cite that sentence as proof we today
should stop taking race into
account in the necessary reordering of American
society haven’t bothered to
understand – or, most likely,
even read –the rest of the
speech. I think that’s
because they’ve adopted the
let’s-pretend-race-has-nomeaning
stance

day, two Black teenaged
boys who were not members of the church were shot
to death. Virgil Ware, 13
was killed by two White
male teenagers. Johnny
Robinson, 16, was shot in
the back of the head by a
state police officer.
The Black freedom struggle in the South went on.
So, this Martin Luther

King, Jr. Day, when people
only reference the Dream
Speech’s “the content of
their character” line and let
it go at that, you’ll know
they’re just whistling
“Dixie.”
Lee A. Daniels is a longtime journalist based in
New York City. His essay,
“Martin Luther King, Jr.:

The Great Provocateur,”
appears in Africa’s Peacemakers: Nobel Peace
Laureates
of
African
Descent (2014), published
by Zed Books. His new collection of columns is Race
Forward: Facing America’s
Racial Divide in 2014.

lee a. daniels
“I have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and
live out the true meaning of
its creed: ‘We hold these
truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created
equal.’”
He follows this with a
“dream” that “one day on
the red hills of Georgia, the
sons of former slaves and
the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit
down together at the table of
brotherhood,” and another

Come, he said, for our
children’s sake, let us recognize
our common humanity
conservatives have been
pushing for the last 30 years
– ever since losing their allout effort to defeat the
movement for the King
national holiday.
So when people refer to
that sentence, ask them to
explain King’s also saying
to the throng, “I am not
unmindful that some of you
have come here out of great
trials and tribulations. Some
of you have come fresh
from narrow jail cells. And
some of you have come
from areas where your quest
for freedom left you battered by the storms of
persecution and staggered
by the winds of police brutality.”
Or, ask them to explain
his reminding America “of
the fierce urgency of Now
… It would be fatal for the
nation to overlook the
urgency of the moment. …
The whirlwinds of revolt
will continue to shake the
foundations of our nation
until the bright day of justice emerges.”
Those are just two of the
extraordinary passages in
what is a wonderfully complex sermon, full of
hidden-in-plain-sight
demands and warnings
along with its call to our
better selves. They and
other passages illuminate
the true meaning of its most
famous sentence – a meaning underscored by the three
“dreams” that immediately
precede it and the one
immediately after it.
Before mentioning his
children, King declares that

that “even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering
with the heat of injustice,
sweltering with the heat of
oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of
freedom and justice.”
And then, after he speaks
of his children, he says, “I
have a dream that one day,
down in Alabama, with its
vicious racists, with its governor having his lips
dripping with the words of
‘interposition’ and ‘nullification’ – one day right there
in Alabama little Black boys
and Black girls will be able
to join hands with little
White boys and White girls
as sisters and brothers.”
In other words, King
places his dream for all children squarely within the
necessity of reforming three
states with long histories of
horrific state-sponsored and
state-aided-and-abetted
murders, beatings and other
forms of violence that targeted Black children as well
as adults.
He uses children as the
focus of his dreams not only
because children are born
without prejudice and fear,
but also because their being
“able to join hands” at “the
table of brotherhood” could
only occur with their parents’ acceptance of racial
equality. Here, King was
speaking directly to ordinary White southerners.
Come, he said, for our children’s sake, let us recognize
our common humanity.
The White South of 1963
answered two weeks later.
On September 15, 1963,
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By Jazelle Hunt
NNPA Washington
Correspondent
WASHINGTON (NNPA)
– Over the course of a 32year
teaching
career,
Jacqueline James noticed a
glaring problem—Black
history was slowly but surely being ignored in the
schools where she worked.
When it was outright
dropped from her required
curricula, she got creative,
using Black history calendar factoids for penmanship
lessons.
“Now, Black history is
watered down to them
teaching about [Martin
Luther King Jr.] in January,
then they don’t even do anything else,” says James,
adding that teachers today
are under so much pressure,
they don’t have time to truly
teach. “Even now…I really
think children need to know

called Friends of Martin
Luther King, Jr.
The sepia-toned hardcovers feature key players in
the Civil Rights Movement
who supported and worked
with Dr. King. They are
written at a middle school
level, and each book has
accompanying lesson plans
and enrichment activities
for teachers.
James’ lesson plans are
also in line with the Department
of
Education’s
Common Core educational
standards, which have been
adopted by almost every
state. And she’s enriching
her own life, too. Through
her company, JAX Publications, James is able to avoid
the steep percentage cuts of
being carried in a bookstore,which typically takes
40 percent, or working with
a publisher who might want
to own the rights to her
work.

PHOTO COURTESY OF JACQUELINE JAMES/JAX PUBLICATIONS

Introducing school children to dr. king’s Friends

Jacqueline James of atlanta introduces kids to dr.
king’s friends through books
the [sheriff] hit him and
knocked him down. And

‘You only hear about Martin Luther King in
Birmingham, you don’t know about what this
man [Shuttlesworth] did eight-nine years before’
who helped him. Because
they think Martin Luther
King did everything from
free the slaves to help
Lebron James. It’s crazy.”
Now retired, she’s on a
quest to re-educate the
nation’s Black children. In
2009, she founded JAX
Publications to write, selfpublish, and market a
children’s historical nonfiction series of books,

But more importantly, the
project allows the self professed “historical-accuracy
fanatic” to get up-close and
personal with the figures
she so admires. Take C. T.
Vivian, the subject of the
first book in the series, for
example.
“When I was 17…I saw
this man standing, talking to
this White racist sheriff. He
wouldn’t stop talking, and

then he got right back up
and kept talking. They
picked him up and took him
to jail,” she remembers.
“Then I saw the same scene
years later on [PBS documentary] Eyes on the
Prize, and I said, ‘That’s the
same man from those years
ago!’”
Forty years after that,
James was a guest at an
event to commemorate the
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40th anniversary of the
Selma-to-Montgomery, Ala.
march and Rev. Vivian was
also in attendance. “And I
went and introduced myself,
saying, ‘You don’t know me
but I’ve known you for
years. I’m glad to meet you
now,’” she says. “We shook
hands and talked, and I said,
‘Somebody needs to write a
book about you….’ And he
said, ‘Well, here’s my number. Call me when you get
back to Atlanta and we’ll sit
down and talk about it.’”
Since then, she’s become
acquainted with other civil
rights luminaries such as
Dorothy Cotton, Rev. Fred
Shuttlesworth, and many
more (even becoming good
friends with the latter’s
daughter, Ruby Shut-

tlesworth Bester).
“You only hear about
Martin Luther King in
Birmingham, you don’t
know about what this man
[Shuttlesworth] did eightnine years before that. Just
talking to him—” she says,
expressing how excited she
was to get to know him.
“And then the next year he
was saying, ‘You know I’ve
got a brain tumor, right?’
And I said, ‘What do you
mean, brain tumor?”
And he goes, “Well that’s
from all those White people
beating up on my head for
all those years.’” A few
months after that conversation, Shuttlesworth began
having strokes. And a few
years after that, his wife
called to ask James to rushdeliver his book in the
series.
A few hours after reading
the un-illustrated, unpublished
manuscript,
Shuttlesworth died at home.
“They had a chance to read
it together and that just
meant so much to me,”
James says. “He couldn’t
speak by then, but [his wife]
said she could tell he was
really pleased.”
James says that if she hadn’t been the kind of
voracious reader who has
read the newspaper coverto-cover since grade school,
she might have never
known about these key figures. In fact, when she first
met Shuttlesworth at an
awards ceremony, she had
no knowledge of who he
was or the contributions he
had made until he gave his
keynote address.

There was also the time a
librarian friend had invited
her to an author event featuring Richie Jean Sherrod
Jackson, author of The
House on the Side of the
Road: The Selma Civil
Rights Movement. Unbeknownst to James at the
time, the home of Jackson
and her husband, Dr. Sullivan Jackson, served as the
safe house and headquarters
for all civil rights activity in
Selma, Ala.
President Lyndon B.
Johnson was even known to
call there looking for Dr.
King and others. The more
James learned as she taught,
the more she realized how
little Black history was
being shared across generations.
For example, she recalls
learning that Dr. King’s
“Letter from Birmingham
Jail” had been written on
smuggled scraps of paper
over time, and that his
friend Wyatt T. Walker not
only reassembled it later,
but had also smuggled in the
camera that captured the
iconic photos of his imprisonment.
Even in her own childhood, James, now 66,
remembers not knowing
much about the history taking place around her. “Our
parents didn’t talk about it,”
she recalls. “I remember
hearing Rosa Parks’ name,
and not riding the bus, but I
was nine then. And I vaguely remember the dogs on
those children in Birmingham. But everything else I
found out because of my
own nosy self.”

nobel
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continued from page 5
all rolled into one,” says the
historian Taylor Branch,
author of the definitive trilogy “America in the King
Years.”
“I don’t think he’s naïve,”
Branch says. “I think he’s
saying, if there’s hope, it’s
through nonviolent cooperation and really applying it
with courage and all your
heart and your mind against
the evils that still plague the
world.”
Branch says that even
though dozens of countries
are at war today, levels of
global violence and largescale casualties have been
declining since the mid20th century. By that
measure, there has been
progress toward King’s
dream of peace.
King used his Nobel lecture to expand on the
connections
between
racism, poverty and war.
“Each of these problems,

which argues that humans
have developed, biologically, a tendency to fight.
Others argue that some
income
inequality
is
inevitable, since people
have different capabilities.
Yet there is the question of
degree. Clayborne Carson, a
history professor and director of Stanford University’s
Martin Luther King Jr.
Research and Education
Institute, says King had
focused on the triple threat
of racism, poverty and war
since the earliest parts of his
career.
“You couldn’t solve one
without solving the others,”
Carson says in describing
King’s view.
In that context, today’s
struggle against enduring
poverty and war may reflect
a resistance to King’s holistic approach: We followed
King’s lead to push back
racism, but haven’t yet tried

national problems without
war, because there are often
no military solutions available today.
“In purely military terms,
look at Russia. There is no
military option for us,
because they have nuclear
weapons,” Chappell said.
“With ISIS, you have people from Britain and Turkey
and probably the United
States who want to join
ISIS. It’s an ideology. How
do you deal with this prob-

lem in a conventional military way?” ISIS is another
name for the terrorist group
calling itself the Islamic
State.
Observed King in his lecture: “Violence never brings
permanent peace. It solves
no social problem; it merely
creates new and more complicated ones.”
“Violence ends up defeating itself,” he said.
These
were
King’s
thoughts 50 years ago as he

sought to heal a nation
fraught with centuries-old
racial barriers and to safeguard a world with growing
stockpiles
of
nuclear
weapons.
Today, as society continues to realize King’s racial
dreams, perhaps there is still
prophecy to be fulfilled in
his Nobel talks.
“Is it possible that the
road he and his people have
charted may bring a ray of
hope to other parts of the

world, a hope that conflicts
between races, nations, and
political systems can be
solved, not by fire and
sword, but in a spirit of true
brotherly love?” Gunnar
John, chairman of the Nobel
committee, asked when giving King the peace prize.
“It sounds like a dream of
a remote and unknown
future,” he said, “but life is
not worth living without a
dream and without working
to make the dream reality.”

‘Using nonviolence to achieve
racial progress meant people
have taken suffering upon
themselves instead of inflicting
it on others’

Martin Luther King, Jr.

while appearing to be separate and isolated, is
inextricably bound to the
other,” he said.
“Using nonviolence to
achieve racial progress,
King said, meant people
have taken suffering upon
themselves instead of
inflicting it on others. It has
meant that we do not want
to instill fear in others or
into the society of which we
are a part.”
That society is far bigger
than America, King stated.
It is the human family.
“We have inherited a big
house, a great `world house’
in which in which we have
to live together _ black and
white, Easterners and Westerners, Gentiles and Jews,
Catholics and Protestants,
Moslem and Hindu, a family unduly separated in ideas,
culture, and interests who,
because we can never again
live without each other,
must learn, somehow, in this
one big world, to live with
each other,” King lectured.
“This call for a worldwide
fellowship that lifts neighborly concern beyond one’s
tribe, race, class, and nation
is in reality a call for an allembracing
and
unconditional love for all
men.”
Some say love has nothing to do with it. “War is
embedded in our very
nature,” the influential
scholar Edward O. Wilson
wrote in his book “The
Social Conquest of Earth,”

to apply his methods of love
and shared suffering to
poverty and war.
“If the distribution of
wealth in America was less
unequal, we wouldn’t see as
many of these manifestations of racial conflict,”
Carson says.
The gap between the richest and poorest Americans
has grown over the last 40
years, according to a February 2014 report by the
liberal Economic Policy
Institute. And the poverty
rate, 15 percent in 2012, the
most recent year available,
hasn’t improved much since
1964, when it stood at 19
percent.
King said in Oslo: “It is
obvious that if man is to
redeem his spiritual and
moral `lag,’ he must go all
out to bridge the social and
economic gulf between the
`haves’ and the `have nots’
of the world. Poverty is one
of the most urgent items on
the agenda of modern life.”
Carson provided another
example of King’s strategies being ignored: the idea
that “if we just fight against
these terrorists, terrorism
will go away. One of the
things King said is that the
United States is the greatest
purveyor of violence in the
world today. We don’t see
that in ourselves, we (think
we) use violence for good.”
Chappell, the soldier
turned peacemaker, said
King was ahead of his time
in calling for solving inter-
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continued from page 7
nation
with
10,702
observers deployed from
1995-2012,” the report
said.
Kengle said that federal
election observers serve
multiple purposes and one
of the most important purposes doesn’t result in
litigation.
Election officials often
request federal election
observers from the Justice
Department to calm tense
situations when there have
been concerns about claims
of voter intimidation or
other misconduct at the
polls.
Election observers monitor the polls “not so much
with an eye toward bringing a lawsuit, but rather
allowing people to vote
without concerns for intimidation,” said Kengle,
adding that, in recent years,
observers have documented compliance with the
language minority provisions of the Voting Rights
Act.
Federal observers also
keep an eye on the voting
process on the ground and
take notes in a way that
attorneys or other election

continued from page 8
observers are not able to
do, said Kengle, who
worked in the Voting Section
at
the
Justice
Department for about 20
years and supervised election coverage.
Losing that monitoring
power will be a huge loss
for minority voters, said
Kengle. “Blacks are conscious of the history that
produced the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 and all the sacrifices that people made so
that act could become law,”
said Arnwine.
Arnwine disagreed with
the majority decision in the
Supreme Court Shelby
County case that concluded
that the rise in Black voter
turnout and the number of
minority elected officials
signaled that the Section 4
pre-clearance formula in
the VRA was outdated and
that voter disenfranchisement was largely a problem
of the past.
Arnwine sees if differently, noting that increased
Black voter turnout doesn’t
mean that it’s easier to
vote, “it means that people
are more determined to
vote.”

sistently been twice as high as for
Whites over the past 50 years and
• For every $100 in wealth of a White
household, the Black household
only has $6 in wealth.
In an interview on January 9, with
Crewof42.com, Butterfield addressed
legislative strategy.
“I think we can negotiate with the
Democratic Caucus or the Republican
conference or both, right now. I’m not
ruling out working out any bi-partisan
deals with the majority. John Boehner’s in charge. And he has 246
members,” he said.
The Black Caucus has a block 42
voting Democrats in the House, the
most in history. But of the 48 African
Americans who will serve in the 114th
Congress over the next two years, 45
of them will be serving in the minority
Democratic Party. Though there is
talk of being more aggressive, legislative wins will require loads of
backdoor negotiation. It will also
require President Obama to be more
aggressive in his negotiations with the
GOP before legislation is brought to
Congress for consideration. Unfortunately for Democrats, tough
negotiation is not something President
Obama is known for.
As Chairman Butterfield deals with
the known and the unknown, he’s
focused on what he can control.
“He’s indicated that he wants to be
the conductor of the orchestra and

give each person an individual opportunity to shine. He also wants to
connect every Black organization
across the country with the CBC,”
noted Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-N.Y.)
“A plan is put in place where the
previous chair [Rep. Marcia Fudge]
will take some responsibility when

What the New CBC Chair said on January 6 was pointed and reflective.
“In my hometown of Wilson, North
Carolina, the railroad tracks divided
our town; a town where 23 miles of
unpaved streets greeted Black citizens
every day. They were relegated to second class citizenship. Our mothers

dealing with the White House. As is
widely known, she takes no prisoners,
so that will be a help to him and he
can spend time dealing with them on
legislation and initiatives that they
need us to support,” said Rep
Emanuel Cleaver (D-Mo.).
Joy Reid, host of The Reid Report,
was the master of ceremonies at the
Congressional Black Caucus’ ceremonial swearing-in where Butterfield
spoke as CBC chair for the first time.
“I though Congressman Butterfield
made it really clear that the CBC is
going to be really aggressive about
pushing their agenda,” Reid said.
“They’re definitely not backing down
in the face of the larger Republicans
majority. He came out swinging.”

and fathers; grandmothers and fathers;
our aunts and uncles worked every
day to support the Jim Crow economy,” Butterfield said.
“The CBC was formed in 1971
because its founders understood that
Black lives matter. Black boys matter.
Black girls matter. The Black family
matters. The Black church matters.
Black America in its totality matters.
In 2015, we are still fighting generations of discrimination. We are
fighting generations of indifference
on the part of those in power.”
Clever said of the new CBC chairman: “He is methodical and does not
tend to act impetuously – whether we
planned it or not – he’s the right one
for the season.”

‘We, as the Congressional Black Caucus,
have an obligation to fight harder and
smarter in the next Congress to help repair
the damage’

Working
together to
keep the
dream alive
The Pacific Northwest
Regional Council of
Carpenters

The Pacific Northwest Regional Council of Carpenters is
over 20,000 carpenters, piledrivers, drywallers, millwrights,
trade
show
workers,
shipwrights,
exterior/interior specialists, scaffold erectors, insulators
and related craft workers who have banded together to
maintain and improve Safety, Wages, Benefits, Training
and Working Conditions.

January 14, 2015 The Portland and Seattle Skanner Page 17

Voting

HONORING DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

continued from page 9
Department is forced to play whack-a-mole
filing lawsuits against the most onerous,
most visible voting laws.
“The real problem is you have a lot of
these local jurisdictions, nobody is going to
have the resources to bring the lawsuits,”
said Ornstein. “There will be stuff below the
surface that we will not see that will have a
real impact.”
In an effort to reverse the damage of
the Shelby County v. Holder decision, lawmakers crafted the Voting Rights Act of
2014 in the House of Representatives. The
bill requires all states to publicize any last
minute changes to voting laws.
If a state committed five or more violations in the last 15 years, they would
automatically fall under the supervision of
the Justice Department. Cities and counties
face a lower threshold under the new bill; if
they commit three violations in a 15 year
period, the Justice Department can step in
and require preclearance for any changes in

voting laws and could effectively block
laws before they disenfranchise voters.
Under VRA 2014, Georgia, Louisiana,
Texas and Mississippi would require preclearance for any changes. “We are not out
of the woods yet,” said Rep. John Conyers

the soft touch given to restrictive voter ID
laws. “Although the Lawyer’s Committee
doesn’t agree with every single provision of
the act, this is a true demonstration, a meaningful action on this critically important
issue for our country,” said Barbara Arn-

(D-Mich.) referring to VRA 2014 during his
keynote address at the summit. “The bipartisan cooperation that has allowed us to get
this far will ultimately carry the day and
allow us to meet these challenges made by
the Supreme Court and continue strong
enforcement around our most fundamental
right a sacred right, the right to vote.”
As many voters’ rights advocates
applauded the bipartisan effort on the bill
they also noted the shortcomings, especially

wine, the president and executive director
of the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law. Ornstein was less optimistic
about the bill.
“Despite the fact that this is sponsored in
a bipartisan way there is no appetite in the
leadership of the House of Representatives
to move a voting rights act. We have to start
thinking about other alternatives,” said Ornstein.
Panelists during the afternoon session on

The bill requires all states to publicize any last
minute changes to voting laws

breaking down voting barriers also took aim
at the Presidential Commission on Election
Administration’s recent report on the
“American Voting Experience.”
The commission’s report recommended
increasing opportunities for eligible voters
to register online, expanding early voting
opportunities, upgrading the certification
process for voting machines, and increasing
training for poll workers. The panelists
acknowledged the limits of the report and
noted the commission failed to tackle
restrictive voter ID laws that swept in after
the Supreme Court’s decision in the Shelby
v. Holder.
“The commission has no enforcement
power. There’s also a question of whether or
not the states are listening,” said Gilda
Daniels, an associate professor of law at the
University of Baltimore. “I don’t see the
federal government passing any of these
suggestions.”

tecnology
continued from page 12

lend financial support and
political weight to the
cause.
“When the Ferguson
grand jury decision came
out, that was the first time I
watched TV to get information on Ferguson,” says

technology may become the
bridge between the Civil
Rights Movement and
today’s youth-led agitation.
“From Civil Rights elders
there’s a lot to be learned as
relates to strategizing, as
well as coming up with a

Wright, adding that he followed the story via videos
on Vine and first-person
reports on Twitter from Ferguson
protesters
and
residents. “I think we see
instances of people using
social media as part of
[using their] power, and we
actually have gotten further
along with that. But the
challenge here is that it’s not
sustained.”
As an uprising continues
to boil over police brutality,
racial discrimination, and
condoned police shootings,

specific plan for policy
action and seeing it through.
But I also think young people bring an energy and a
new methodology or reaching masses in a very short
time,” says Jones-DeWeever.
“The power and potential
of [technology] is extraordinary, and we need to
continue to use it as a
weapon in our arsenal. But
we also need to remember
the other side of the coin
regarding strategy. It needs
to be a both-and approach.”

Technology may become the
bridge between the Civil Rights
Movement and today’s youthled agitation
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J. edgar hoover’s war on Black america
By Lee A. Daniels
NNPA Columnist

B

y the early 1970s,
Black
Americans
could reasonably say
they had emerged victorious
from their long struggle
with America’s internal evil
empire: the regime of legalized segregation in the
South.
The Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the Voting Rights
Act of 1965 had given
Blacks in both the South
and the North the tools – the
power of the federal government at their backs and the
ballot in their hands – to, at
long last, make America a
democracy in fact, not just
rhetoric.
It was then they got proof
that America’s racist power
structure had long had a
secret ally at the very top of
the national government. It
was J. Edgar Hoover, the
director of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation, the
man who for nearly half a
century had in some ways
been, except for the president, the single most
powerful government official in the country.
That’s one of the many

Book by Betty medsger

all) of them.
Another ironic facet
of the story of the
Media Burglary is that
the FBI, which boasted
of being the greatest
law-enforcement
agency in the world,
never did identify,
much less arrest these
otherwise, law-abiding
citizens, even though
most of them for years
continued to live in the
Greater Philadelphia
area.
Betty Medsger’s The
Burglary offers many
powerful lessons worth
studying any time of

the year but especially for
Black History Month. For
one thing, it rebukes those
who contend Black Americans’ history no longer
needs any special attention
because we already know
everything about it—as well
as those who disparage
Black Studies as nothing but
the study of “victimization.”
On the one hand, The Burglary tells us that we have
yet to learn the full story of
the multiple layers of
national as well as state and
local governmental power
that were arrayed against
Black Americans in their
quest for full citizenship

even after the civil rights
acts of the 1960s were
enacted.
But we also shouldn’t
ignore one of the things that
fact underscores: Despite
the most far-reaching and
vicious efforts of the hydraheaded White racist power
structure, Black Americans
and their allies among other
Americans
nonetheless
broke the regime of legalized and de facto apartheid
J. Edgar Hoover through his
“secret FBI” helped maintain.
In other words, they were,
as preceding generations
had been, true to the spirit of

the words penned by the
20th century writer and poet
Sterling Brown:
“The strong men … coming on/ The strong men
gittin’ stronger./Strong men
…/Stronger …”
Lee A. Daniels is a longtime journalist based in
New York City. His latest
book is Last Chance: The
Political Threat to Black
America.

ting murder. Hoover would
let no law stand in his way
of trying to establish a state
police-like
structure
beneath America’s ostensibly democratic form of
government.
(The Central Intelligence
Agency, whom the powermad
Hoover
always
distrusted, also had its own
secret domestic-spying program. Beginning in the
early 1970s, that, too, would
be exposed.)
That was especially true
regarding
Black

Hoover would let no law stand
in his way of trying to establish
a state police-like structure
beneath America’s ostensibly
democratic form of
government
powerful truths underscored
by Betty Medsger’s new
book, The Burglary: The
Discovery of J. Edgar
Hoover’s Secret FBI. The
book explores how the burglary in early 1971 of the
agency’s field office in
Media, Pa., near Philadelphia, by eight antiwar
activists led to the unraveling of the Hoover’s
decades-long “secret war”
against American democracy.
Hoover died in mid-1972,
when news reports about the
few files that had become
public had already begun to
destroy his reputation as an
honorable
public
servant. But it wasn’t until
Congressional hearings in
the mid-1970s that the public would learn Hoover’s
monstrous behavior included wholesale spying on
hundreds of thousands of
citizens by both FBI agents
and their army of, literally,
thousands and thousands of
informants; the planting of
rumors and false information
to
destroy
the
reputations of individuals
and organizations; and
deliberate criminal acts,
from burglaries, to trying to
provoke violent clashes
between Black militant
groups, to aiding and abet-

Americans. The details here
of Hoover’s COINTELPRO
campaign against the established civil rights groups,
Black militant organizations, Black students on
college campuses, and ordinary citizens living in Black
ghettos are stunning even to
this writer, who’s long
known of the program’s
existence.
Those details show that
the FBI, driven by Hoover’s
“savage” racism – and especially his hatred of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. –
surrounded Black Americans (and all Americans),
whether “militant” or not,
with a secret-police-like
structure that rivaled those
of the states of the Soviet
Union.
Several authors have powerfully explored this terrain
over the years. But Medsger’s gripping narrative
provides new and shocking
details in part because in
1971 she was one of the
very small group of journalists the “Media Burglars”
anonymously began distributing the stolen FBI files to.
They had remained anonymous all these years until
she, with their permission,
in this book reveals the
identities of most (but not
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continued from page 10
with housing, public assistance,
education
and
training, and economic stability
and
mobility
compound their predicament.
In the case of public housing, for example, federal
guidelines bar people with
certain convictions and
criminal activity – mostly

drug-related, but also violent and sexual offenses –
from receiving assistance.
However, local agencies
manage federal housing
programs and have authority to create their own
guidelines. In many areas,
agencies go beyond the federal guidelines to evict or
deny housing to entire fami-

lies if any one member has
an encounter with the criminal
justice
system,
regardless of whether they
were ever convicted.
Similar restrictions exist
on receiving food assistance, federal grants, and
need-based aid for college.
There’s also the significant
challenge of debt incurred

from moving through the
criminal justice system.
“Examples include various types of ‘user fees’ that
get tacked onto a conviction, public defender fees
for defendants who exercise
their right to counsel, and
‘pay-to-stay’ fees to offset
the costs of incarceration,
among many, many others.

Total criminal justice debts
can rise into the hundreds,
thousands, and even tens of
thousands of dollars,” the
report reads.
The report makes several
recommendations to both
public and private sectors

ing upon a year being
employed in his field. At
night he goes to school to
earn an HVAC certification,
which will be his third professional license. In the
future, he hopes to start his
own company to give peo-

on improving outcomes for
Americans with criminal
records. Most recommendations center on new or
updated legislation in
employment, background
check regulations, public
assistance, criminal justice
debts including child support, educational aid, and
more.
Currently, Lewis is com-

ple second chances.
“You have to give people
something to do, something
they can be proud of,” says
the father of two. “You
serve your time, and then
it’s like double jeopardy
because every time you
apply for a job it comes up.
It’s one strike and you’re
out. Even in baseball there’s
three strikes.”

There’s also the significant
challenge of debt incurred
from moving through the
criminal justice system

two men
continued from page 2

like me – for guapos used to
working the instructive and
destructive intersections of
our city’s several vigorous
ethnic streams with our
robust mainstream – late
night Timothy Lake is as
near as we may ever come
to immediacy with our Creator. To the unspeakable
grandness of our universe.
Toughness and tenderness
all at once
And that’s when it happened. That’s when Dr.
King and President Johnson
came back to me.
A couple of minutes earlier, I had wrestled my heavy
peepers away from that
great mystery above us. We
had just settled our tired
bones into our shared
Northface bag, when those
two big men crackled to
life, right there on the furry
black backsides of my eyelids.
I saw Dr. King’s polished
black eyes; I saw President
Johnson’s
determined
brows; both of them in a
monochrome
matching
Timothy Lake’s nightscape.
Had they appeared like that
on my iPad, had this been a
FaceTime call, I would’ve
snapped a still shot. I
would’ve sent it and them
lickity-split
to
OregonLive.com.
Historians characterizations of President Johnson’s
Machiavellian
modus
operendi nothwithstanding,
there’s unmistakable tenderness in the lines across
the President’s forehead,
lines marking his and Dr.
King’s historic meeting of
minds. It’s a moment that
hardly ever happens. Not in
the individuated and accelerated West, where tough
guys like LBJ rule.
Not in the more communal cultures of all those
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developing nations constantly sending their most
ambitious families packing
here; nacent nations where
we follow tender guys like
Our Lady Aung San Suu
Kyi and Arch Bishop
Desmond Tutu and His
Holiness Dalai Lama.
Mainstream commentators aside, we know that the
responsibility of making
common meaning between
both kinds of men – one
trading in political punch,
the other committed to circulating spiritual capital –
falls among us New American dreamers. It will also
have to be the work of our
women, coming into their
political and moral authority, to blend better these two
distinct streams of leadership. To lead better, by
better articulating both.
President
Johnson’s
1960s Great Society initiatives were and remain, a
great national agenda. Disappointment with his and
the Reverend Dr. King’s
common cause is mostly on
account of our misunderstanding two kinds of
giants. Like we mistake fir
for pine. Like we mistake
planets for stars.
Ancient
evergreen
enforce humbled silence.
Old school congressmen
trade horses. Spinning planets pull us to rocketing
expensive science way out
there; blinking stars pull
ambitious sailors across
dark seas toward American
ideals.
Each kind of leadership,
every kind of heavenly
body, is essential to good
society. American success
depends on us understanding and weaving daily, both
Reverend King’s eyes and
LBJ’s brows.
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education
continued from page 11

is the goal of true education.”
We must develop and support
young people who are educated in
the King tradition – young people
with character and discernment.
We cannot do this work without a
consciousness of people who are
committed to breaking down educational barriers, closing the
achievement gap, improving the
quality of schools and access to
education. But while other countries
are
increasing
their
commitment to education, the
United States is cutting back.
Said King, “The most dangerous
criminal may be the man (person)
gifted with reason, but no morals.”
How moral is it to consign mil-

lions to low wages, refusing, even,
to increase the minimum wage.
How moral is it to cut food stamps
and jobs programs in the name of

and access to housing should not
be bargained over, but automatically given. Too many of our
legislators are educated, but lack

The American School Counselors says that many states
mandate a ratio of between 500
and 750 students per counselor.

economic growth, although many
are still suffering? The art and science of politics is about
compromise, but how do we compromise with people’s lives and
well-being?
There ought to be a floor under
which no citizen is allowed to fall.
Wages, health career, education,

morals.
Budget cuts have made education less obtainable than ever.
While many parents hire coaches
to help their children write essays
and complete their college applications, working class parents
don’t have the money to do this
kind of hiring.

Even at the lower number, a counselor can spend just an hour per
student per semester, hardly
enough to get advice about college
attendance, the filling out of applications, and other matters. Some
states have no mandate at all. They
include (but are not limited to)
Florida, Illinois, Kansas, and Ken-

While other countries are increasing their commitment to
education, the United States is cutting back

tucky. Unless parents or civic
organizations are willing to step
up, some students face major barriers to college attendance and
career preparation.
President Obama says he wants
the US to be a leader in world education. Others could care less
about the education of too many
students. Those who fail to care
about the next generation are, in
Dr. King’s words, “dangerous
criminals.”
Let’s celebrate the King holiday
with a commitment to close the
achievement gap and to improve
the quality of education in our
nation.

CELEBRATE AMERICA’S GREATEST CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER

Martin Luther
29TH ANNUAL

KING, JR.

BREAKFAST
Keynote speaker: Dr. Benjamin F.
Chavis, Jr., is the current CEO &
President of the National Newspaper
Publishers Association and reknown
civil rights leader. While a freshman at
college he served on the advance team
for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. As one of
the Wilmington Ten, Chavis spent
nearly a decade in prison before his
sentence was overturned in 1980.

Tickets available: MLKBreakfast@theskanner.com

sponsors:

Monday
January 19, 2015

8:30-10:30 a.m.
Oregon Convention Center

777 NE Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.
Portland, OR 97232
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seattle/Portland martin luther king events
seatttle:
city of seattle 2015 dr.
martin luther king, Jr.
celebration

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the
signing of the Voting Rights Act, the theme
for this year’s celebration is, “So long as I
do not firmly and irrevocably possess the
right to vote I do not possess myself. I cannot make up my mind - it is made up for me.
I cannot live as a democratic citizen,
observing the laws I have helped to enact I can only submit to the edict of others.”
The event is Thursday, January 15, noon
to 1 p.m. at the Paramount Theatre, 911
Pine St., Seattle. Admission is free.
Maria Gitin, author of the book “This
Bright Light of Ours,” an oral history of the
voting rights movement in 1965, will deliver the celebration’s keynote address. Other
speakers at the celebration will include
King County Executive Dow Constantine
and King County Council Chair Larry
Phillips. The celebration will also include
musical performances by the duo of Ben
Hunter & Joe Seamons.
The Paramount Theatre is accessible.
Sign language interpretation will be provided. Other reasonable accommodations will
be provided upon advance request. For
more information or to request reasonable
accommodations, please contact Paula Harris-White at the Department of Executive
Services at 206-263-2444 or paula.harriswhite@kingcounty.gov.

youth lead 10th annual
mlk march

Seattle Parks and Recreation invites the
public to join a youth-organized march to
honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Saturday, Jan. 17. Participants will gather at 11
a.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
Park, 2200 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way.
Teens will lead the march to Rainier Community Center, 4600 38th Ave. S.
This is Seattle Parks and Recreation’s
Teen Program’s 10th annual youth march
and the theme this year is Seattle Youth
Unite for Justice! Restore the Dream!
At the event, participants will participate
in a moment of silence, when flowers will
be placed in the fountain in memory of
youth who have been lost, locally and
nationally. In addition, youth will participate in three different workshops: a
“Tunnels of Oppressions” workshop; a dialogue with police officers; and a gallery
where youth will write letters to families
who have been affected by violence. The
tunnels and gallery were constructed by
teens with the support from Parks staff.
Look for the event on Facebook at ‘Seattle Parks & Recreation’s annual MLK Jr
march!’

king county 33rd annual
martin luther king Jr. rally
and march

One of the largest King events in the
nation, the Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee 2015’s event, Monday, Jan.
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19, with workshops from 9 to 9:50 a.m.,
rally from 10 to 11 a.m. Pre-March speakers run from 11 to noon, and the march
leaves Garfield High School at 12 p.m.,
23rd and E. Jefferson St.
The theme this year is ‘Fight for Your
Rights in 2015!’ Keynote speaker is Jelani
Brown, a young man from Ferguson, Mo.,
who was involved in the organizing in
response to the police killing of an unarmed
Black teenager Mike Brown. He will speak
about his experiences growing up in the St.
Louis area, organizing his community since
Mike Brown’s death, and a vision of this
movement going forward.
For more information call James Williams
253-883-9548 or Eddie Rye, Jr., 206-7862763, or go to www.mlkseattle.com.

king county civil rights
commission honors
student essay contest
winners

Three 8th grade students from Open Window School in Bellevue will be honored
Thursday at the Paramount Theatre in Seattle for their winning submissions to the
King County Civil Rights Commission’s
16th annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Essay Writing Contest. The students were
invited to reflect on Dr. King’s pioneering
civil rights work, especially as it related to
the landmark 1965 Voting Rights Act.
Contest winners are:
Colin Cameron, first prize
Audrey Witmer, second prize
Emma Wineland, third prize.
Sponsored by the King County Civil
Rights Commission, this year’s contest was
based on a theme from Dr. King: “So long
as I do not firmly and irrevocably possess
the right to vote I do not possess myself. I
cannot make up my mind - it is made up for
me. I cannot live as a democratic citizen,
observing the laws I have helped to enact I can only submit to the edict of others.”

The public is invited to attend the celebration Thursday at the Paramount Theatre,
which will feature Maria Gitin, author of
the book “This Bright Light of Ours,” an
oral history of the voting rights movement
in 1965. The celebration will also include
musical performances by the duo of Ben
Hunter & Joe Seamons.
For more information about the King
County Civil Rights Commission or the
essay
contest,
visit
w w w. k i n g c o u n t y. g o v / e x e c / C i v i l RightsCommission or call King County’s
Diversity Manager, Paula Harris-White, at
206-263-2445. Copies of the three winning
essays
are
available
at
www.kingcounty.gov/exec/CRC/MLKEssa
yWinners.aspx.

Portland:
king evening mass

Please join the African American Catholic
Community of Oregon in celebrating Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. at the evening mass,
Saturday, January 17th, 2015, 5:30 PM, at
St. Mary’s Cathedral on NW 18th Ave. and
Couch Street, downtown, Portland. Celebrant will be Auxiliary Bishop Peter Smith,
Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon. ALL
ARE WELCOME.

30th annual keep alive the
dream tribute

The World Arts Council’s annual extravaganza in tribute to Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. is Monday, Jan. 19 from
noon – 6 p.m., at the Highland Christian
Center, 7600 NE Glisan St.
Keynote speaker is Mahatma Gandhi’s
grandson, Arun Gandhi, speaking at 4:30
p.m.
This year’s program will include an array
of community speakers from various civic

See MLK EVENTS on page 23
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mlk events
continued from page 22

and social community organizations. Program format will include digital media, high
definition tape delayed broadcast by live
artistic performer presentations from the
Civil Rights Era. Dream Village Marketplace, where vendors and exhibitors offer
local products, services and information.
Expect local political and community leaders’ appearances. $5 donations or five units
of non-perishable foods will be collected at
the door and given to local food banks.

martin luther king Jr.
workday & remembrance

Hosted By The Northeast Portland Backpack Lunch Program, 1-3 pm, Monday,
Jan.19, at Maranatha Church, NE 12th
Avenue between Skidmore & Mason.
Invite family and friends & join us for an
afternoon of song, celebration and community service.
Sing folk songs led by the Day Old Pastries with guitars & mandolin, hear a great
Gospel singer, listen to our youth speak
about Dr. King.
Bring cans of soup and ravioli to help fill
our lunch sacks. Help bring food and hope
to hungry schoolchildren in our midst.
Free for all.

wsu celebrates king in
Vancouver

Washington State University Vancouver
observes Martin Luther King Jr. Day
through Jan. 22.
-- Join the MLK 100 Club through Jan.
19. Community groups are invited to participate in the MLK 100 Club challenge by
committing to collect 100 or more school
supplies for the Evergreen and Vancouver
school districts. Write amanda.shannahan@vancouver.wsu.edu.
-- Live streaming of WSU Pullman’s Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration with Angela
Y. Davis, 7 p.m. Jan 22, Firstenburg Student
Commons.

2015 Black history month
cultural competency
lecture

OHSU’s Center for Diversity & Inclusion
and African-American Employee Resource
Group presents a lecture on HIV/AIDS
among African-Americans, delivered by
Assistant Professor
Christopher Evans, M.D., M.P.H., General Internal Medicine.
The event is Thursday, Feb.12, with networking at 11:45 a.m. and lecture from
12:15 to 1 p.m. at the BICC Gallery, on the
first floor of the OHSU Library building.
Evans will discuss important findings
related to HIV/AIDS in the African-American community and strategies to curb the
growing epidemic.
The event is free and open to all OHSU

students, faculty and staff. Join us for a light
soul food lunch at 11:45am at the BICC
Gallery,
For more information go to the Center for
Diversity & Inclusion website at
www.ohsu.edu/diversity

Portland state university
king events

Civil rights icon Angela Davis speaks on
“Living the Legacy: The Meaning of Freedom,” Wednesday, Jan. 21, 6 p.m. at the
Portland State University Peter Stott Center
Gymnasium, 930 SW Hall St. This event is
sold out.
MLK Tribute - Race & Faith in the
U.S., Tuesday, Jan. 20, 10 a.m., 10 am - 12
pm in the Park Blocks. What hope is there
for race relations in the US? Does race even
matter these days? How do race and faith
interact? These are important questions —
come talk about them in a safe space with
Portland State University’s InterVarsity
Christian Fellowship. This event is part of
MLK Tribute Week.
MLK Tribute - Culture Quilt, Tuesday,
Jan. 20, 12 - 1 p.m. at the Multicultural Center, Smith Memorial Student Union 228.
Join us for this interactive art workshop
where participants will create a patchwork
quilt out of paper and other materials that
visually explores people’s roots and cultural
heritage. Gomez, Director of the Cultural
Centers.
MLK Tribute – “Bayard Rustin: A lesser known figure,” Jan. 20, 5 p.m.
at the Multicultural Center, Smith Memorial
Student Union 228. Bayard Rustin was an
advisor to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
played an essential role in the coordination
of the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs
and Freedom. This event is presented by the
Queer Resource Center.
See all of Portland State’s King Week
events
online
at
www.pdx.edu/events/all/158

People,” Jan. 30, 7:30 p.m., Agnes Flanagan Chapel. A satirical portrait of race
relations in early 21st-century America,
writer/director Justin Simien’s playfully
perceptive feature debut tells the story of a
biracial Winchester University student
whose controversial radio show sparks a
media frenzy of epic proportions.
For more information write the Campus
Activities Board, caboard@lclark.edu.
, or Inclusion and Multicultural Engagement, multicultural@lclark.edu.

willamette university hosts
week-long celebration
honoring king

To commemorate the life and work of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Willamette University is hosting a week-long celebration
beginning Jan. 19.
“Life Inter-rupted: A Look at Displaced
Communities” consists of a series of lectures, fundraisers and other activities that
promote self-expression. The featured
speaker of this year’s celebration is Roger
Shimomura, a nationally recognized artist.
In his talk, “An American Diary,” he will
discuss how his stay in Japanese-American
internment campus during World War II
influenced his works. In conjunction with
the speech, the Hallie Ford Museum of Art
is hosting an exhibition of Shimomura’s
paintings and prints from Jan. 17 through
March 29.
The lecture begins Jan. 23 at 7:30 p.m. in

Rogers Music Center’s Hudson Hall. Free
tickets are available on the second floor of
the Putnum University Center weekdays
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. beginning Jan. 19.
They can also be reserved online
at http://www.willamette.edu/dept/oma/mlk
/shimomura/index.html
Other highlights of this year’s MLK celebration include:
• Jan. 20 — “Mountains that Take Wing,”
6:30 p.m., Room 122 of Ford Hall. The
documentary features conversations
between Yuri Kochiyama and Angela
Davis during a 13-year span. The women
review topics ranging from the prison
industrial complex to civil rights.
• Jan. 24 — Stride Toward Freedom 5K
run/walk fundraiser, check in at 8 a.m.
with the run starting at 9 a.m., Brown
Field. The cost is $15 to preregister or $20
the day of the race. The entry fee includes
a T-shirt (if registered by Jan. 20) and
post-race snacks. Proceeds will benefit
the Salem Multicultural Institute. Register
at the Information Desk in the University
Center or online atwww.GetMeRegistered.com/StrideTowardFreedom.
• Jan. 26 — “Expression of Justice: Open
Mic with Walidah Imarisha, Bistro, University Center. Imarisha is an educator,
writer, organizer and spoken word artist.
She will help the Willamette community
reflect on justice issues through spoken
word, poetry, music and other creative
expressions.

lewis and clark king
events

-- Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
Lewis & Clark College students, staff, and
faculty will present readings of King’s writings and speeches, paired with jazz music
from Devin Phillips, a jazz musician from
New Orleans. Jan.20, 7-8 p.m., Agnes
Flanagan Chapel .
-- Screening and Discussion of “Anne
Braden: Southern Patriot,” Anne Braden
was hailed by Martin Luther King Jr. in his
1963 Letter From Birmingham Jail for
rejecting her segregationist upbringing. In
the film, she recalls 60 years of activism.
The one-hour documentary will be followed
by a discussion. Jan. 21, 4-5:30 p.m., Templeton Campus Center, Council Chamber
-- Documentary screening, “Dear White
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