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Opinion

Trumpism and White Tribalism Cannot Prevail

O

n the eve of the new
Trump era of leadership, danger lurks.
Emboldened
by
Trump’s win and a series of
stunning other victories in
recent elections by the “altright,” tea party, conservative
and ultra-conservative movements, in this country and in
Europe, white tribalists are
openly advocating the most
dangerous ideas since the
days of Wisconsin Sen. Joe
McCarthy in the 1950s.
Trump and some of his inner circle of advisers speak in
the most coarse and insensitive language, to put it mildly.
Carl Paladino, an adviser to
the president-elect, is typical.
When asked what he would
like to happen in 2017 he said
he hopes President Barack
Obama “catches mad cow disease” and dies after having
sexual relations with a Hereford cow.
When asked what he would
like to see go away, Paladino, a
former Republican New York
gubernatorial candidate, said
he wanted First Lady Michelle
Obama to “return to being a
male and [be]let loose in the
outback of Zimbabwe where
she lives comfortably in a
cave with Maxie the gorilla.”
Really! Really. That is reprehensible.
Paladino’s comments were
in response to a survey by
weekly magazine Artvoice,
according The Washington
Post’s Abby Phillip. Paladi-

Askia
Muhammad
NNPA
Columnist
no last met with the president-elect in early December
at Trump Tower in New York
City.
Trump is no slouch, rhetorically or Twitter-wise. His personal strategy may be what
one historian calls Richard

“

bilizing governments in Africa, Asia and Latin America.
In fact, all that Founding Fathers stuff is just stuff. They
were slave owners, whose
very presence in slave quarters struck unspeakable
terror in the hearts of their
victims. There was no social
media to alarm the public.
The murderers and lynchers would sometimes stake
the heads of the victims as a
warning to other slaves not to
rise up against their masters.
Despite the frequent disavowals of the incoming

design that conveys how close
the world is to destroying its
civilization with dangerous
technologies of their own
making,” including nuclear
weapons, climate-changing
technologies,
biotechnologies and cybertechnology
that could “inflict irrevocable
harm…to our way of life and
to the planet.”
“The probability of global catastrophe is very high,”
the scientists said. “And the
actions needed to reduce the
risks of disaster must be taken very soon. That probability has not been reduced.
The clock ticks. Global
danger looms. Wise leaders should act immediately.”
But this country’s greatest liability is the sins of
its bloody past. Millions
and millions of souls kidnapped from Africa and made
slaves. Their three centuries
of free labor made this country rich. That slave trade and
its aftermath constitute a
“crime against humanity.”
And then there is the genocide committed against the
native people whose land
the European settlers and
slave traders stole. That unconscionable act constitutes
genocide. Those crimes were
stopped before. They will not
prevail in the 21st century, no
matter what Donald Trump
and whatever combination of
four-stars and billionaires he
can assemble around himself.

Folks who yearn for the Trumpian,
“Ozzie and Harriet” world of White
comfort within White privilege don’t
take into account that what they wish
for is wicked and cannot stand

Nixon’s “Mad Dog” technique.
Nixon wanted it known that
he might do anything, like a
mad dog, including the use
nuclear weapons, in order to
intimidate concessions out
of the U.S. adversary in Vietnam.
Russia? China? Arms race?
Bring it on, Trump says.
Sadly, folks who yearn for
the Trumpian, “Ozzie and
Harriet” world of White comfort within White privilege
don’t take into account that
what they wish for is wicked
and cannot stand. It was wicked in “Ozzie and Harriet” days
when this country was desta-

Trump administration, I don’t
believe Trump and his crew
even have good intentions for
the future, for world peace or
for national security.
Which brings us to this moment. Even before taking any
of the belligerence of Trump
into account, a group of cynics, philosophers and other
intellectuals who publishes
“The Bulletin of the Atomic
Scientists” say that human
life as we know it is just minutes from oblivion, according
to their “Doomsday Clock.”
The Doomsday Clock is described by its creators as “an
internationally recognized
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We Must Be At Our Best When Things Get Bad
By Hank Sanders
Alabama State Senator

I

desperately called on my
dear mother. Across the
chasm of her death nearly 20
years ago, she reminded me
of what she said to me and to
her many children nearly sixty
years ago. I felt her spirit moving within me. I was strengthened. Now, I can go on.
I will share with you why
I called upon my mother on
this occasion. However, before I share the why, I want
to share with you what she
said so many years ago. At the
time, we were nine children, a
mother and a father living in a
three-room house. Mind you,
not a three-bedroom house,
but a three-room house – a
kitchen, a middle room and a
front room.
When things got real bad,
our mother would call us together in the front room. We
had only one chair in the whole
house. She would sit in the
chair and make us children sit
on the floor in front of her. She
would go quiet until she had
our full attention. Then she
would say: “Children, things
are always kind of bad with
this big po’ family and all. But
they are real bad now.” She
would go quiet for a long moment, causing us to focus even
more intently. Then she would

Hank
Sanders
Alabama
State
Senator
continue: “But don’t y’all worry. I am at my best when things
get bad.” It was powerful. It
forged our strength. It prepared us to engage struggle. It
lifted our spirits. It gave us
hope. Even today, this memory
brings tears to my eyes, trembling to my being, and hope to
my heart.
I called upon my mother on
Wednesday morning when I
heard that Businessman Donald Trump was now President-Elect Trump. I went really deep inside myself. I could
sense the hard times coming. I
had to call on my dear deceased
mother to help me through the
moment.
I hope and pray that I am
wrong, but I feel hard times
coming. Let me tell you why.
The most critical thing a president does is to set the tone for
the entire country. His/her
every action stimulates millions of actions and/or reactions. His every refusal or failure to act stimulates numerous
actions and/or reactions. And
every action or failure to act

is viewed through the prism
of everything that was said
by the candidate during the
election. Businessman Trump
said and did many disturbing
things as a presidential candidate. That’s why I see hard
times coming. We must be at
our best when things get bad.
The negative germinates,
takes root, grows and produces
bad fruit without cultivation.
It is like weeds. The positive
requires continuous cultivation to produce good fruit. It is
like the crop we plant. Because

“

ly and psychologically. To be
fair, these seeds of abuse were
planted eons ago.
But Businessman Trump has
cultivated these seeds with
the fertilizer of example, the
waters of acceptance, and the
warmth of election success.
These seeds will grow and
bear many and varied poisonous fruit. The challenges
will be even greater and more
widespread. We must be at our
best when things get bad.
I am afraid that the seeds
planted in the immigration

Businessman Trump planted such
negative seeds as a candidate, a President Trump’s mere presence in the
most powerful position in the world
causes those seeds to germinate

Businessman Trump planted
such negative seeds as a candidate, a President Trump’s
mere presence in the most
powerful position in the world
causes those seeds to germinate, grow and bear bad fruit.
We must be at our best when
things get bad.
I fear that the seeds planted during the campaign will
tell us how women and girls
can be mistreated. We already
have too much mistreatment
of women and girls. Too many
are abused verbally, physical-

fields will bear poisonous
fruits for millions of immigrants, and not just undocumented immigrants. Sustained
fear does terrible things to us,
especially to our children.
When we blame complex
economic and societal woes
on those who appear different and are less powerful, it
becomes extremely destructive. Already we see more
children bullying other children of foreign descent. Some
children passed out “deportation notices” to other children

just days after the election.
We must be at our best when
things get bad.
I am fearful that health care
will be completely denied to
tens of millions of Americans and reduced for millions
more. Businessman Trump
has promised to repeal and
replace Obama Care. We
heard much about repeal
and little about replace. I remember the old folks saying,
“When you have your health,
you have everything.” Having
our health may not be everything, but it lays the foundation for us to get what we need
in life. The growth of an anti-health care spirit for the left
out will be very bad. We must
be at our best when things are
bad.
I am terrified that the fear
of terrorism will mushroom.
Businessman Trump whipped
up that fear, tying terrorism to
the 1.5 billion Muslims around
the world. When terror and
religion mix, it produces extremely bad fruit. We must
be at our best when things get
bad.
When the powerful feels
weak, it creates a very dangerous dynamic. It is very bad
when the most powerful attempts to prove its power out
of a self-perception of weakness. We must be at our best
when things get bad.

Get there

Your day belongs to you

Get rides when you need them. Safe, reliable pickups
within minutes. All from your phone. With Uber, your
money goes a long way.
Become a driver
Drive with Uber and earn great money as an independent
contractor. Get paid weekly just for helping our community of
riders get rides around town. Be your own boss and get paid in
fares for driving on your own schedule.

uber.com
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The King Letter and Government Surveillance
By The Final Call
Special to the NNPA

T

he disclosure in
2014 that a researcher found an
unedited copy of
an infamous FBI letter
sent to civil rights leader
Martin Luther King, Jr.,
may have taken some by
surprise and may have
left the mainstream media gasping in shock.
But these responses betray a woeful ignorance
that exists among the
American public and the
media’s failure to prop-

“

is a reminder that the
citizenry of any country
needs to ardently watch
the watchers.
While FBI director J.
Edgar Hoover was acting
in the name of protecting
the vital security interests of the United States,
he was actually acting to
protect White supremacy and to ensure the
survival of White power. While personnel has
changed and there are
even Black faces in high
places make no mistake
that systemic White supremacy still exists.

“King, there is only
one thing left for you to
do. You know what it is.
You have just 34 days in
which to do it (this exact
number has been selected for a specific reason, it
has definite practical significance). You are done.
There is but one way out
for you. You better take
it before your filthy, abnormal fraudulent self is
bared to the nation,” the
letter warned.
According to researcher Beverly Gage, who
found the letter in the
personal papers of Mr.

While FBI director J. Edgar Hoover was acting in the name of protecting the vital security
interests of the United States, he was actually
acting to protect White supremacy

erly and clearly address
government abuses and
the targeting of civil
rights and Black Power
movement leaders and
organizations.
This sordid and disgusting episode in U.S.
intelligence activity isn’t
important for purely historical reasons. With the
ever-expanding security
state inside America and
the continued erosion of
civil liberties, the letter

“No person can overcome the facts, not even a
fraud like yourself. Lend
your sexually psychotic ear to the enclosure.
You will find yourself
and in all your dirt, filth,
evil and moronic talk
exposed on the record
for all time. . . . Listen to
yourself, you filthy, abnormal animal. You are
on the record,” said letter
from the FBI to Dr. King
written in 1964.

Hoover, the FBI was
monitoring Dr. King and
planting listening devices around him in 1963,
unhappy with his closeness to a White fundraiser and Communist and
criticism of FBI failures
to protect Black lives in
the South.
The letter was also designed “to try to fracture
movements and pit leaders against one another,”
she added.

After passage of 1964
civil rights legislation,
Ms. Gage noted in the
New York Times, Mr.
Hoover labeled Dr. King
“the most notorious liar
in the country.” Ms. Gage
believes a Hoover deputy actually wrote and
had the letter sent to Dr.
King.
The “debate over how
much the government
should know about our
private lives has never been more heated:
Should
intelligence
agencies be able to sweep
our email, read our texts,
track our phone calls, locate us by GPS? Much of
the conversation swirls
around the possibility
that agencies like the
N.S.A. or the F.B.I. will
use such information not
to serve national security but to carry out personal and political vendettas. King’s experience
reminds us that these
are far from idle fears,
conjured in the fevered
minds of civil libertarians. They are based in
the hard facts of history,”
Ms. Gage noted.
“Imagine
Facebook
chats, porn viewing history, emails, and more
made public to discredit

in 2014 that a researcher found an unedited copy of an infamous FBI
letter sent to civil rights leader Martin Luther King, Jr.,
a leader who threatens
the status quo, or used
to blackmail a reluctant
target into becoming an
FBI informant. These
are not far-fetched ideas.
They are the reality of
what happens when the
surveillance state is allowed to grow out of
control, and the full King
letter, as well as current
intelligence community
practices illustrate that

reality richly,” added
the Electronic Frontier
Foundation, which seeks
to defend civil liberties
and combat government
secrecy.
But the targeting of
Dr. King was not an isolated incident but part
of a concerted U.S. government effort to derail
the Black struggle and
demand for freedom, justice and equality.
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Skanner News would like to
Blackonomics: What is Constitutional Patriotism? The
thank the following sponsors for
By James Clingman
NNPA News Wire Columnist

M

artin Luther King, Jr. said,
“…we have come to our
nation’s capital to cash a
check. When the architects
of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and
the Declaration of Independence,
they were signing a promissory
note to which every American was
to fall heir.” He went on to say, “I
have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the
true meaning of its creed.”
It is said that we should carefully
choose the words we use, because
we may have to eat them one day.
That is the case with words written
by this nation’s founders. The only
problem is, even though several
have brought attention to those

“

of throwing off the tyranny of King
George. In reference to the Declaration, Walker stated, “Do you
understand your own language?
Compare your own language …
extracted from your Declaration
of Independence, with your cruelties and murders inflicted by your
cruel and unmerciful fathers and
yourselves on our fathers and on
us — men who have never given
your fathers or you the least provocation!”
Walker continued, particularly
referring to the abuses of the King
and the right and obligation of the
colonies to throw off such government. “Hear your language further … I ask you candidly, [were]
your sufferings under Great Britain one hundredth part as cruel
and tyrannical as you have rendered ours under you?”

This Fourth [of ] July is yours, not mine.
You may rejoice, I must mourn

words, little or nothing has been
done to change or enforce their
intent when it comes to Black people. The words to which I refer are
found in the documents written by
a cadre of men held in highest esteem who supposedly had the best
intentions for “all” other men in
this country.
David Walker’s Appeal, in 1829,
turned the words of the Declaration of Independence back on
those who celebrated the victory

Later,
Frederick
Douglass
cited the words of the Declaration and Constitution in his famous speech in 1852, “What to
the Slave Is the Fourth of July?”
Douglass said the Fourth of July
was a day of celebration for White
Americans but a day of mourning
for slaves and former slaves like
him, because they were reminded
of the unfulfilled promise of equal
liberty for all in the Declaration of
Independence. “This Fourth [of ]

July is yours, not mine. You may
rejoice, I must mourn. To drag a
man in fetters into the grand illuminated temple of liberty, and call
upon him to join you in joyous anthems, were inhuman mockery
and sacrilegious irony.”
The words written and spoken
by the founders of these United
States were important, and I trust
sincere, but sometimes in order to
have accountability for the words
people say, especially politicians’
words, they must be recanted and
rewritten by those to whom those
words apply. That is why the One
Million Conscious Black Voters
and Contributors will insist on
verbal and written support of its
political planks by any political
candidate seeking our votes.
When put together just right
way, words can have serious, consequential effects on people. When
Thomas Jefferson used words that
attacked slavery in his draft of the
Declaration of Independence he
initiated the most intense debate
among the delegates gathered at
Philadelphia in the spring and
early summer of 1776. Jefferson’s
passage on slavery was the most
important section removed from
the final document. It was replaced
with a more ambiguous passage
about King George’s incitement
of “domestic insurrections among
us.”

Congratulations
to all
Scholarship
Recipients
Aramark/Giacometti

their support of the 2017 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Special Edition

Aramark/Geocometti
CARE Oregon
City of Portland
D. A. Davision Companies
Energy Trust
Enterprise Holding
Family Care
Home Forward
Kaiser Permanente
Macy’s
METRO
Multnomah County
Oregon Episcopal School
OHSU
Oregon Lottery
Pacific Power & Light
Port of Portland
Portland Community College
Turner Construction
U.S. Forest Service Region 6
UBER
University of Oregon
Vancouver Avenue Baptist church
Volunteers of America
Wells Fargo
Self Enhancemnent, Inc.
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By Freddie Allen (Managing Editor/NNPA
Newswire)

D

uring the Ceremonial Swearing-In
event a few blocks
from The White
House, the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, Inc., honored
Rep. Cedric L. Richmond
(D-La.), the new chairman of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC)
and members of the CBC
that will serve during the
115th Congress.
A. Shuanise Washington, the president and
CEO of the CBCF, said that
115th Congress will have
the largest CBC in history with 49 members.
“While the CBC grows
in numbers, there remains a lack of diversity and inclusion when
it comes to senior staff
placement in senate and
congressional offices,”
said Washington. “The
CBCF is committed to doing its part to change the
landscape of Capitol Hill
and we’re doing so with
one of our newest initiatives: Emerge 535.”
Launched in 2013, the
Emerge 535 program
will enable the CBCF to

expand
opportunities
for young people of color
by providing 535 scholarships and fellowships
to work on Capitol Hill.
During her comments
at the CBC ceremony,
House Minority leader
Democratic leader Nancy
Pelosi (D-Calif.) blasted
Republican lawmakers
for blocking President
Barack Obama’s last
Supreme Court justice
nominee and efforts to
pass an updated Voting
Rights Act (VRA).
Pelosi also noted the
irony in the fact that
some of the same Republicans, who attended the
opening of the National Museum of African
American History and
Culture and the fiftieth
anniversary of “Bloody
Sunday” in Selma, Ala.,
refused to work with
Democrats on Capitol
Hill to restore the protections of the VRA.
“It’s not about Democrats, it’s not about
Republicans, it’s about
America,” said Pelosi.
“The greatness of America is affected by how
[Republicans] have rejected the ability of our
president to appoint a
[Supreme Court] justice,

how they have rejected
our calls for correcting
the injustice of the Supreme Court decision [in
Shelby v. Holder]. It’s all
about justice.”
Pelosi called the CBC
the “conscience of the
Congress and indeed
of the country,” and she
added that it was exciting
to see that some of the
newest members of the
CBC were representing
districts who had never
elected a Black lawmaker
to serve in the U.S. Congress.
The newest members
of the CBC are: Senator
Kamala Harris, who is
California’s first African
American senator; Rep.
Val Demings (D-Fla.);
Rep. Lisa Blunt-Rochester (D-Del.), the first
African American and
woman to serve in Congress from Delaware;
Rep. Anthony Brown (DMd.); Rep. Dwight Evans
(D-Pa.) and Rep. Donald
McEachin (D-Va.).
After the ceremonial
oath of office was performed, outgoing Chairman G.K. Butterfield
(D-N.C.) said that 2016
is now in our rearview
mirror.
“We find ourselves fac-

FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA

The CBC Celebrates History with 49 Members in the 115th Congress

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus participate in the Ceremonial Swearing-In event for the 115th
Congress at The Warner Theatre in Washington, D.C.
ing a difficult, political
and legislative environment, unlike any that we
have ever seen before,
but I promise you that
the CBC will rise to the
occasion and we will
meet these new challenges,” said Butterfield. “The
consequences are too
enormous for us to be
indecisive and to allow
conservative forces and
forces of the alt-right to
defend our nation. We
will be strategic and we
will be unified in our
work.”
While many of the
CBC members are “baby
boomers,”
Butterfield

said that there is no
question that Richmond,
who is a part of Generation X, is well-suited and
well-prepared to lead the
CBC in confronting these
new challenges.
During his remarks at
the ceremonial swearing-in event, Richmond
said that CBC members
represent 78 million
Americans, 24 percent
of the population and
17 million Blacks representing 41 percent of the
African American population in this country.
“There are many Americans, especially Black
Americans, who can’t

understand how we
got hear today, coming
off eight years of hope,
pride and inspiration,”
said Richmond. “They
are fearful of the current
state of division, hate
and pettiness.
Richmond continued:
“Many of our young people are frustrated with
the fact that they seem to
be fighting the same causes that Dr. King and Reverend Jackson and John
Lewis and many others
galvanized the country
behind during the Civil
Rights Movement; and
that’s jobs justice and
common humanity.”
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Lack of Diversity in Hiring Plagues Senate on Both Sides of the Aisle
Only three senior-level Senate staff positions are held by African Americans
By Lauren Victoria
Burke (NNPA Newswire
Contributor)

D

on Cravins, the
National
Urban
League’s
senior
vice president for
policy, challenged members of the U.S. Senate,
particularly the Senate’s
46 Democrats, on the
lack of minority hiring
in their senior staff positions at a two-hour forum on Capitol Hill.
“Out of 300 senior-level
positions in the Senate,
only three are occupied
by African Americans.
What’s most insulting

“

tive agenda controls the
$3.8 trillion dollar federal budget and provides
oversight over federal
employees — collectively
4.1 million people.
Republican
Senator
Tim Scott’s Chief of Staff
Jennifer DeCasper, the
only Black Chief of Staff
currently serving in the
U.S. Senate, participated
in the discussion. The
only Black Legislative
Director in the Senate,
Clint Odom, who was
recently hired by Sen.
Kamala Harris (D-Calif.),
was in the audience.
The National Urban
League and the Joint

African American in any
of the three senior staff
positions.
New
Democratic
Senate Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.), Senators Kirsten Gillibrand
(D-N.Y.), Tim Kaine (D-

Va.), Mark Warner (DVa.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.),
Chris Van Hollen (DMd.), currently have no
Black senior staff members. Additionally, Sen.
Van Hollen became the
Chairman of the Demo-

cratic Senatorial Campaign Committee in November 2016 and hired
no Black senior staff,
even though the electorate is becoming increasingly Black and Brown.
“The numbers are

Center for Political and
Economic Studies have
been specific to focus on
Black and Latino hiring
to senior staff positions
in the Senate; Chief of
Staff, Legislative Director and Communications
Director. The reasons are
obvious to Capitol Hill
insiders; Senior staffers
hire junior staff, control
the office budget and
handle the most important issues in the office
from policy priorities to
communications.
The lack of minority
hiring and promotion is
particularly bad for Senate Democrats, many of
whom owe their election
victories to Black voters. No Senate Democrat
from a state with over 20
percent African American population has an

See SENATE on page 10

““Everybody can be great, because
anybody can serve...”
-Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

‘We are making it abundantly clear -- the time is now’

to me is that only one of
them works for a Democrat member — a party
that goes out every election and relies on Black
voters to elect them,”
said Cravins, a former
Louisiana state senator;
Cravins served as Chief
of Staff for former-Senator Mary Landrieu for
two years. “I’m not happy, today. I’m frustrated
and embarrassed and
I’ve had enough.”
Cravins added: “The
time for lip service is
over. We won’t stop
pressing this issue.”
About
250
people
showed up for the open
discussion on congressional hiring, specifically focused on the low
numbers of Black and
Latino staff in the U.S.
Senate.
“We are making it
abundantly clear -- the
time is now,” said Don
Bell, who added that
Senator Schumer, who
became the new Democratic Leader in the Senate when Sen. Harry Reid
(D-Ariz.) retired, only
has Black staff at non-senior staff levels.
The senior staff positions on Capitol Hill are
Chief of Staff, Legislative
Director and Communications Director.
“There are nearly 40
general counsels of color
standing at the helm of
Fortune 500 companies
in America. Forty. And
yet you’d be hard pressed
to find one Black one in
the Hart Senate Office
Building,” Cravins told
the audience of staff, advocates and press. “It’s
an embarrassment. It’s a
travesty. Something has
got to be done.”
Will Searcy, the director of the Black Talent
Initiative at the Joint
Center for Political &
Economic Studies, said
that Senate staff dictates
that the Senate’s legisla-

worst than they have
ever
been,”
Cravins
railed.
“We’ve
been
talking about this issue
for decades.”
The issue of Senate

At Multnomah County, we
celebrate the legacy of Dr.
King by serving our citizens
with equity and inclusion
through our business and
contracting processes.
We welcome and
encourage the
participation of state of
Oregon Certiﬁed Firms
in achieving greater
outcomes for all

For more information, contact
Lee Fleming, Multnomah County Supplier Diversity
Ofﬁcerlee.ﬂeming@multco.us or 503.988.7540
Find opportunities at: www.multcopurch.org or
http://pdxprocurementsearch.com/
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Obama Racial Legacy: Pride, Promise, Regret — and Deep Rift
CHICAGO (AP) — He
entered the White House
a living symbol, breaking
a color line that stood for
220 years.
Barack Obama took
office, and race immediately became a focal
point in a way that was
unprecedented in American history. No matter
his accomplishments, he

seemed destined to be
remembered foremost
as the first Black man
to lead the world’s most

“

Obama’s racial legacy
is as complicated as the
president himself.
To many, his election

post-racial society. He
was dubbed the Jackie
Robinson of politics. African Americans, along

He knows poverty. He should have done more.
But I think if you look at ... all the factions that
he had to deal with, he probably got as much as
he could get done. So he didn’t do enough for
poverty, but I don’t blame him

powerful nation.
But eight years later,

was a step toward realizing the dream of a

with Latinos and Asians,
voted for him in record

ment that spread
the falsehood that
Obama was born
in Africa. Trump’s
strong reliance on
white voters was
in sharp contrast
to the multiracial
coalition that gave
Obama his two victories.
“President
Obama represents
the face of the future — multicultural America. Donald
Trump represents
the old racial order
of the black-white
In this Tuesday, Jan. 20, 2009 file photo, divide,” says FredDixon Elementary School student rick Cornelius HarKhaliyah Davis listens to the national ris, director of the
anthem before celebrations for the Center on African
inauguration of President Barack American Politics
Obama in Chicago. Fredrick Cornelius and Society at CoHarris, director of the Center on lumbia University.
African American Politics and Society “And for the next
at Columbia University says, “President decades to come,
Obama represents the face of the future there will be a bat_ multicultural America. Donald Trump tle between those
represents the old racial order of the two viewpoints of
black-white divide. … And for the next what America is.”
It took more than
decades to come, there will be a battle
two
centuries for
between those two viewpoints of what
America
to elect
America is.”
a Black president.
It will take many
numbers in 2008, flush
years after he leaves ofwith expectations that
fice to sort out what it all
he’d deliver on hope and
meant.
change for people of color.
“If he can do it, I can do
Some say he did, ushit, too.”
ering in criminal justice
—Cheryl Johnson, of
reforms that helped miChicago’s Altgeld Garnorities, protecting hundens public housing
dreds of thousands of
project, on Obama as a
immigrants from deporlasting symbol.
tation, and appointing
racially diverse leaders
Two iconic images of the
to key jobs, including the
Obama presidency:
first two Black attorneys
The president patientgeneral. These supportly bends over as a 5-yearers say he deserves more
old Black boy touches
credit than he gets for
his head, after the child
bringing America back
asked Obama if they had
from the worst recession
the same kind of hair.
since the Great DepresA 106-year-old Black
sion, the killing of Osama
woman joyfully dances
bin Laden, and a major
with the president and
expansion of health care
first lady, beaming as she
that secured insurance
declares: “I am so happy.
for millions of minoriA Black president. Yay!”
ties. They celebrate his
Born a century apart,
family as a sterling symthese two visitors to the
bol of Black success.
White House convey
But Obama also frusthe potent symbolism
trated some who beof Obama’s presidenlieve he didn’t speak out
cy, a luster that hasn’t
quickly or forcefully
dimmed. For many Black
enough on race or push
Americans, it’s not so
aggressively enough for
much
what
policies
immigration reform.
Obama proposed but
And his presidency
his mere presence in the
did not usher in racial
Oval Office that has matharmony. Rather, both
tered most.
Blacks and Whites be“You can’t put a price
lieve race relations have
tag on that,” says Loretta
deteriorated, according
Augustine-Herron, a forto polls. Mounting tenmer community activist
sions over police shootwho worked with Obama
ings of African Ameriin Chicago’s Altgeld Garcans prompted protests
dens in the 1980s. “If he
in several cities and the
never did anything else
emergence of the Black
for African-Americans,
Lives Matter movement.
just the fact that he occuPerhaps most strikingpies the White House, it
ly, the president’s suclets us see ourselves in a
cessor, Donald Trump,
different light. ... We see
is seen by many as the
a chance for us to fit into
antithesis of a colorblind
the United States socisociety, a one-time leader
of the “birther” moveSee OBAMA on page 10
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By SHARON COHEN and
DEEPTI HAJELA, Associated Press
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Black History Calendar Serves as Fundraising Vehicle
for Historically Black Colleges and Universities
By The Educational
Network

Y

ou’ll never know
where you’re going, unless you
first know where
you’ve been. So, make
2017 your year of selfpride
and
timeless
knowledge with The
Educational Network’s
“Our History Today!
An
African-American
Journey” Black history
calendar and resource
guide. In addition to featuring hundreds of key
facts highlighting the
contributions and accomplishments of notable history-makers, this
collector’s edition features full-page profiles
of 13 prominent African-American trailblazers in politics, education,
sports, business, media
and film/television; as
well as a farewell pictorial tribute to President
Barack Obama.
The calendar serves
as a national fundraising vehicle for Histori-

cally Black Colleges and
Universities
(HBCUs),
showcases 12 such institutions, and lists nearly
$1 million in available
scholarships. Since its
inception in 2006, the
calendar has raised more
than $400,000 for HBCUs.
“Across the nation,
there’s been a decline in
high school graduation
rates – especially, among
African-American males
– which may correlate to
the lack of positive, accomplished role models
and knowledge of black
history,” said Tracey
Alston, founder of The
Educational Network.
“Understanding that
our youth will never
know where they’re going until they first know
where they’ve been,
our 2017 black history
calendar celebrates the
amazing contributions
– past and present – that
our people have made
to numerous industries
beyond sports and music, the nation and the

FREDDIE ALLEN/AMG/NNPA

Curator and Researcher
Mary Elliott Shares
Insight into New Black
History Museum

Mary Elliott, curator and museum specialist for the Smithsonian
National Museum of African-American History and Culture, pauses
next to a slave cabin exhibit during a recent media tour.
By Stacy M. Brown
(NNPA Newswire Contributor)

T

he new Smithsonian National Museum of African-American History and Culture contains an
exhibit that features slave cabins, one that curator and museum specialist Mary Elliott called
powerful.
Almost as powerful, however, is Elliott’s recounting
of the vital input and assistance by one local citizen
who inspired many seniors and others to participate
in the new museum.
“To get all the stories together about the slave cabins, we brought in the help of a genealogist and we
used our local research here and reached out to the
community,” Elliott said. “And, when we were dismantling the cabin, the community came out and it

See MUSEUM on page 12

world.”
In conjunction with the
calendar, The Educational Network has also developed an online lesson
plan system for teaching
Black History and Multicultural Studies to students, grades K-12. The
Common Core-aligned
program is currently being used by teachers in
several school districts
across the nation.

The “Our History,Today! An African-American Journey”
calendar
is
available for purchase
at select Walgreens
stores nationwide and
www.BlackHistoryHBCU.com.
For more information, please contact The Educational
Network at (312) 4700270.
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ety in a way we’ve never
fit in. Just knowing that
opportunity is not everybody else’s, it’s OURS,
too. ... The sky is the limit. And it was never that
feeling before.”
Perhaps nowhere are
those sentiments stronger than at Altgeld Gardens, where a 20-something Obama honed his
political skills as a community organizer.
It was there, in the
shadow of rusted steel
mills, where Obama had
his first up-close exposure to a Black community mired in poverty.
In his memoir, “Dreams
from My Father,” Obama
describes the sprawling
housing project in “a perpetual state of disrepair”
with crumbling ceilings,
backed-up toilets and
burst pipes. He helped
residents agitate, rally
and fight City Hall to improve their lives.
Three decades later,
Altgeld is in the middle
of a massive renovation.
Crime and poverty persist, but there’s also a
sense of hope, especially

for kids who, for the first
time, see a president who
looks like them when
they walk by Obama’s
photo on their schoolroom walls.
Cheryl
Johnson
is
among the few remaining residents who remember Obama’s organizing days. He plotted
strategies with her mother, Hazel, a well-known
environmental activist.
Johnson, who followed
in her footsteps, sees
Obama as an inspiration.
His presidency, she explains, allowed people to
say: “If he can do it, I can
do it, too.”
“It’s the influence, the
motivation that he has
given to people who may
have been hopeless in
their life, like, ‘I can’t get
this far,’” Johnson says.
“Now you hear young
people, young as 5 and
6, saying, ‘I’m going to be
the next president of the
United States.’”
Obama changed perceptions of Black people,
says Ellen Singletary, a
youth specialist at Altgeld. “The media depicts

AP PHOTO/MANUEL BALCE CENETA
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Obama cont’d from pg 8

In this Friday, June 26, 2009 file photo, President Barack Obama speaks about the passage of the Clean Energy Act by the House of
Representatives in the Diplomatic Room of the White House in Washington. As Obama took office, race became a focal point in a way that was
unprecedented in American history.
us ... in such an unfair
and defaming way,” she
says, “and to see the
pride of who we really

are demonstrated on the
world stage means the
world to me.”
That attitude is part of

what Michael Eric Dyson, a Georgetown professor and prominent
African American commentator, described in
a New York Times op-ed
as Black America’s “unrepentant love affair”
with the president. That
pride, he wrote, overlooks Obama’s failings,
including skimping on
black cabinet appointees
until his second term,
forgoing the nomination
of a Black woman to the
U.S. Supreme Court and
a “reluctance to highlight
black suffering.”
Still, Obama maintained an 80-90 percent
approval rating in the
Gallup Poll among African Americans for virtu-

ally his entire presidency.
“One of the sayings we
have down in Alabama is
when you wrestle with a
pig, the pig enjoys it and
you’re the one that gets
muddy,” says Glennon
Threatt, an assistant federal public defender in
Birmingham, Alabama.
“The president has not
gotten in the mud.
“What he has done is
shown that a Black man
can be a successful president and a successful
husband and a successful
father,” he adds. “I think
that’s an extraordinary
thing.”
“The fact that he got
anything done is impressive in hindsight.”

Senate cont’d from pg 7
staff diversity has been
raised several times before in the press and in
reports issued by the
Congressional Hispanic
Staff Association in 2010.
Their 2010 report “Unrepresented: A Blueprint
for Solving the Diversity
Crisis on Capitol Hill,” received media attention,
but no measurable hiring changes. The Joint
Center’s recent study,
“Racial Diversity Among
Top Senate Staff,” was released in December.
Ten years ago, in 2007,
Politico reported that,
when it came to senior
staff positions, “the number approached zero” regarding African Americans. Blacks account for
roughly 13 percent of the
U.S. population, but only
0.7 percent of the senior
staff members in the U.S.
Senate — three people
of 300 senior staff jobs.
Currently Latinos are 17

percent of the U.S. population, but only 2.3 percent of top staff.
One reason that there
has been no change in the
numbers over decades is
that members of Congress are exempt from
labor laws that would
prompt a lawsuit in any
other sector. Congress is
not required to adhere to
the 1964 Civil Rights Act
and the Equal Employment Act of 1972. There’s
no legal requirement for
Senators to answer to
anyone on hiring issues
and no requirement to
post job vacancies in
Congress.
Since Congress is also exempt from
freedom of information
requests, there’s also no
requirement to report
data on hiring.
Ironically, federal officials that must be confirmed by the U.S. Senate must adhere to such
guidelines.
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Museum
cont’d from pg 9
was Black, White, young,
older men and woman
who were there. But,
there was one young
woman, whose name was
Eileen, and she was very

important.”
Elliot said that Eileen
was just over 50 and she
really helped museum
staffers connect with the
elders in the community.
“It’s a hard history and
sometimes people don’t
want to talk about it, but
she helped us to get the
stories out,” said Elliot.

“She was a real dynamic
person.”
After taking the cabins
to Virginia for conservation work and hosting
a listening session that
included Eileen and Eileen’s grandmother, Elliott learned that Eileen
died.
“She was younger than

the elders that she helped
get the stories from. Eileen had so much energy and spirit and was so
passionate about the fact
that the story was being
told and correctly,” Elliott said. “She may not
be here on the 24th when
this museum opens and
that’s heartbreaking, but

I smile because her spirit
will definitely be here.”
It’s been a long, arduous and incredible road
to get to the September
24 grand opening and
Elliott has helped to research,
conceptualize
and design the “Slavery
and Freedom” inaugural
exhibition.
She also contributed
to the exhibition script,
consulted with expert
scholars, and identified
and secured collection
donations including the
antebellum slave cabin
that will be featured in
the museum, according
to the museum’s website.
A graduate of Howard

“

it that way, wow,’ and to
have them think a little
differently about their
approach to American
history and understanding the African-American experience.”
Elliott has more than
20 years of experience in
researching and presenting African-American
history and culture. Her
personal research focuses on African-Americans
from antebellum slavery
through the Jim Crow
Era, with a specific concentration on migration
and community development.
With a lifelong interest
in Black history, Elliott’s

‘I cannot wait for people to
see the museum not just as a
building, but to hear people
say about our history that, “I
never looked at it that way,
wow,” and to have them think
a little differently about
their approach to American
history and understanding
the African-American experience’

University and Catholic
University of America’s Columbus School of
Law, Elliott helped produce local history exhibits in the Washington,
D.C. area and produced
several public history
programs.
Now, as the opening of
the historic museum rapidly approaches, Elliott
told the NNPA Newswire
what she’s most excited about and how she’s
handling all of the excitement surrounding the
historic grand opening.
“I really appreciate
the collective effort to
get the story out and let
people know what they
are going to see before
they get here. People ask
me, ‘Are you excited?’
And, truthfully, I get
reflective,” said Elliott,
who has served as a contractor and consultant
to various organizations
including the National
Visionary
Leadership
Project, the Association
for the Study of African
American Life and History, the Reginald Lewis
Museum of Maryland
African American History and the Humanities
Council of Washington,
D.C.
“I think about family, relatives, ancestors,
those I knew personally
and those before them,”
Elliott said. “I think
about my church family
and my community and I
get so full, because I cannot wait for people to see
the museum not just as a
building, but to hear people say about our history
that, ‘I never looked at

extensive research revealed that her own family is connected to Booker
T. Washington, one of the
foremost African-American leaders of the late
19th and early 20th centuries who founded the
Tuskegee Normal and
Industrial Institute that
became Tuskegee University.
“I was really passionate
about the research I was
doing on my family and
then I realized that this
was even bigger,” said
Elliott. “I started to see
this amazing picture of
African-American legacy and I found all of these
primary resources and
that really illuminated
it for me and I thought it
was as if someone took
our history, tore it up
into little pieces, and
blew it into the wind.”
Elliott continued: “You
had to go and track it
down and put these pieces back together and see
what the picture really
was.”
When first invited to
apply to work for the
new museum, Elliott initially scoffed at the idea.
“I was so deep into doing my own research
and, in my background,”
she said, noting that her
paths could have taken
her elsewhere as she
holds a law degree and
she’s already passed the
Maryland Bar.
“[The museum] just
didn’t cross my mind. So,
when a friend of mine
asked me to apply, I was
like, ‘No,’ but then she
convinced me after about
a week,” Elliott said.
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The Speech: The Story behind
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Dream
By Kam Williams
Special to the NNPA
from the Afro-American
Newspaper
“A great speech is both
timely and timeless. First
and foremost, it must
touch and move its immediate audience… But it
must also simultaneously
reach over the heads of the
assembled to posterity.
The ‘I Have a Dream’
speech qualified on both
counts. It was delivered
in a year that started
with Alabama Governor
George Wallace, standing
on the steps of the state
capitol, declaring ‘Segregation now! Segregation
tomorrow!
Segregation
forever!’
The speech starts, both
literally and metaphor-

“

We learn that ‘I Have a
Dream’ was not the planned
focus of the speech, in fact,
... was substantially improvised on the spot as an afterthought

ically, in the shadow of
Lincoln, ends with a quote
from a Negro spiritual,
and in between quotes the
song ‘America the Beautiful’ while evoking ‘a dream
rooted in the American
dream’ and drawing references from the bible and
Constitution…
Fifty years later, the
speech endures as a defining moment in the Civil
Rights Movement… This
gripping book unearths
the fascinating chronicle
behind ‘The speech’ and
the revealing events surrounding The March on
Washington.”
-- Excerpted from
Introduction

O

wing agenda. For this
reason, it is rather refreshing to find an opus
like this being published
on the 50th anniversary
to remind us of the true
meaning of Dr. King’s
moving remarks.
The author of the book
is Gary Younge, a Black
roadcaster and columnist based in Chicago.
Here, the British-born,
award-winning journalist does a masterful job
of not only dissecting Dr.
King’s words, but of filling in much of the back
story to the events leading up to his taking the
podium.
We learn that “I Have
a Dream” was not the
planned focus of the
speech, in fact, that divinely-inspired,
emo-

n Aug. 28, 1963,
Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. delivered
his ‘I Have a Dream’
speech, an unapologetically poetic appeal
for the elusive equal
rights long denied African-Americans. Unfortunately, over the years,
the late martyr’s historic
address has all but been
reduced to his wish that
“my four children will
one day live in a nation
where they will not be
judged the color of their
skin but by the content of
their character.”
A half-century later
we find that “content of
character” phrase being
appropriated,
quoted
out of context and willfully misrepresented by
arch-conservatives from
Glenn Beck to Herman
Cain in service of a right-

tional crescendo was
substantially improvised
on the spot as an afterthought. King’s intended
theme merely revolved
around an earnest explanation that blacks had
descended on the District
of Columbia “to cash a
promissory note for life,
liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.”
For, while preparing
his speech on the eve of
the march, King had been
advised by a colleague to
cut out the lines about
his having a dream. “It’s
trite… It’s cliché,” Reverend Wyatt Tee Walker
warned.
But, the next day on
the National Mall, as Dr.
King came close to finishing reading from his prepared text, gospel great
Mahalia Jackson started
prompting him to go off
script.
“Tell them about the
dream, Martin!” she
shouted repeatedly, referring to a familiar
refrain she’d heard her
dear friend eloquently
riff about in sermons
several times before.
Fortunately, Martin did
indeed heed Mahalia, and
began waxing romantic
about his prophetic vision. “Aw, sh*t, he’s using
the dream,” Reverend
Walker moaned. Yet, as
Coretta Scott King would
recall, “At that moment,
it seemed as if the Kingdom of God appeared.”
And the rest, as they
say, is history.

Martin Luther King Jr. addresses a
crowd from the steps of the Lincoln
Memorial where he delivered his
famous, “I Have a Dream,” speech
during the Aug. 28, 1963, march on
Washington, D.C.
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Portland-Area MLK Celebrations, Days of Service
United Way Celebrates 10
Years of Volunteer Service
on the King Holiday
More than 2,000 volunteers will
fan out this long weekend across the
greater Portland metro area in service
to the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
during the United Way’s 10th annual
weekend of service. Working with local non-profits and schools, volunteers
will help out more than 70 community-based projects, lending nearly 6,000
hours of service and saving area nonprofits over $136,000 in staff time.
The MLK Weekend of Service, held
Jan. 13 – 16, is an event of the United
Way of the Columbia-Willamette and
organized by the nonprofit’s volunteer
program, Hands On Greater Portland.
The weekend is presented by Regence
BlueCross BlueShield of Oregon and
supported by Bank of America, The
Boeing Company, Daimler Trucks
North America, The Standard, Umpqua
Bank, Portland General Electric and
the Portland Trail Blazers.
The majority of these projects support United Way’s agenda to invest in
our region’s kids so they are free from
poverty and free to reach their potential. Volunteer projects include restoring and refurbishing classrooms,
gardens and play spaces at schools and
community centers, sorting food and
clothing, and doing home repairs.
For a full list of volunteer activities, visit: www.unitedway-pdx.org/
mlk-weekend-service-2017

Vancouver Ave First
Baptist Church to Host
10th Annual Drum Major
Celebration
On Jan. 14 and 15, Portland’s historic Vancouver Avenue First Baptist
Church and its community will host the
10th annual Drum Major Celebration.
This two-day commemoration consists of an awards program, the Salute
to Greatness scholarship luncheon,
held from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday,
and an ecumenical service, titled
“Where do We Go From Here: Conversations to Solutions” held from 2 to 4:15
p.m. Sunday.
Both events will be held at the Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church —
one of Portland’s historic venues, and
the church where Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. addressed the community in
November of 1961. The church is located at 3138 North Vancouver Avenue,
Portland, Oregon 97227. Both Drum
Major Celebration events are open to
the public, and will take place in the
church’s Dr. & Mrs. O.B. Williams Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary respectively.
The term “drum major” comes from a
sermon Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. gave
on February 4th, 1968 at the Ebenezer
Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. In
his address, given two months before
his assassination, Dr. King prophetically spoke of his own eulogy, asking that
he be remembered “as a drum-major
for justice, peace, and righteousness.”
Honored at the Salute to Greatness

luncheon from 12 to 2 p.m. Jan. 14, recipients of this year’s Drum Major
awards will include Wajdi Said and
the Muslim Educational Trust; JoAnn
Hardesty and the NAACP Portland
Branch 1120; Julianne Johnson-Weiss
and Stumptown Stages; Kay D. Toran
and Volunteers of America Oregon;
Jan Elfers and Ecumenical Ministries
of Oregon; as well as Lou Radja and
EduCongo. As part of the ceremony,
six microscholarships will be awarded
to local high-school students who have
demonstrated a noteworthy commitment to their academic endeavors.
From 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 15, the 2017
Drum Major Celebration concludes
with Where do We Go From Here: Conversations to Solutions — an ecumenical service dedicated to empowering
the community while strengthening
multi-cultural ties. The event will showcase a panel moderated by communications leader and broadcast-journalism
veteran Bill Deiz. Panelists include
Rabbi Michael Cahana, Congregation
Beth Israel; Atty. Nkenge Harmon Johnson, Urban League President; Atty. Billy J. Williams, U.S. Attorney District of
Oregon; Police Chief Mike Marshman,
Portland Police Bureau; Jan Elfers, Executive Director, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon; Wajdi Said, Director,
Muslim Educational Trust; Atty. Rod
Underhill, Multnomah County District
Attorney; Nathaniel Williams, Unify
Portland; Greg McElvey, Portland’s
Resistance; Kim Dixon, Enough is
Enough; Presiding Multnomah County
Judge Nan G. Waller; and Judge Adrienne Nelson. The program will feature

greetings from Governor Kate Brown
and Mayor Ted Wheeler. Entertainment will be provided by the renowned
Pacific Youth Choir. The panel’s discussion will explore how we can transform ideas into actions that manifest
positive change in troubling times.
Both the luncheon and service are
free and open to the public. However, a
seat-reservation is recommended and
can be acquired by calling the church
office, at (503) 282-9496. Donations
are strongly encouraged, and will be
applied to future Drum Major microscholarships. Donations can be made
directly to Vancouver Avenue First
Baptist Church: Drum Major Scholarship Fund.
To learn more, visit Vancouver Avenue First Baptist Church online at
http://vafbcpdx.org/, or the church’s
Facebook Events Page at http://
ow.ly/5dWO307z3rJ.

Mayor Wheeler Will speak
at MLK Commemoration
Jan. 15
Mayor Ted Wheeler will be the featured speaker at the annual Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. observance at 4
p.m. Jan. 15 at Maranatha Church, 4222
NE 12th Ave. His theme, “Now More
than Ever” addresses the recognition
that the “end” of the Civil Rights era
did not end the need to speak out and
witness for equality for all people. The
“Black Lives Matter” movement, and
demonstrations of Native American

See MLK BRIEFS on page 16
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Portland’s Central Eastside
MLK Briefs cont’d from pg 15
Community Celebrates Martin
tribes against the invasion of oil pipelines on treaty
lands and rivers, have raised awareness that people
of color still in areas for equal justice and civil rights.
The commemoration of the anniversary of Dr.
King’s passing will include music from the Maranatha Choir, speeches from other community leaders
and a call to prayer for our nation for all people of
faith.
In the atmosphere of outspoken racism and religious phobia that have prevailed recently in some
quarters, citizens seek public forums to express support for increased awareness and tolerance which Dr.
King espoused. Now, more than ever, is the time to say
that violence, hate speech, and other persecutions of
people of color will not stand.
For more information, please call the Rev. Joyce
Smith at (360) 600-3579 or email her at jsmith4077@
aol.com.

Luther King Jr with a Day of Service
A decade ago, the Central Eastside industrial area
was primarily home to industry and wholesalers. Today, pioneering boutiques, restaurants, and retailers
also inhabit the neighborhood, as well as pedestrians,
bicyclists, and an increasing number of people experiencing homelessness.
From 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Jan. 16, more than 200 individuals from Central Eastside businesses, community volunteers, and SOLVE will join in a neighborhood
cleanup to bolster the health and nurture the community of this neighborhood, the clean up will span MLK
Jr. Blvd to the Willamette River, between Burnside &
Hawthorne Blvd. The project is spearheaded by a collective of Central Eastside businesses called the Merchants & Makers Committee of the Central Eastside
Industrial Council (CEIC) and SOLVE.
The goals of the cleanup are to build a strong, supportive community while strengthening the environ-

mental health of the city’s core. Merchants & Makers
recognize that as the neighborhood transitions, and
that all neighborhood businesses will benefit from
working together to keep its streets clean and welcoming.
Sponsors of the event are: the Merchants & Makers
Committee, Cargo, Bunk Bar, F&B Cafe, Pure Simple
Juice, SOLVE, Union Pine, and Water Ave Coffee.
SOLVE website: http://solveoregon.org/get-involved/events/mlk-day-solve-willamette-river-cleanup
CEIC website: http://ceic.cc

World Arts Foundation Holds MLK
Tribute
World Arts Foundation, Inc. presents its 32nd consecutive Tribute to Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. undoubtedly one of the great American heroes and
world citizens. The 2017 tribute will include speakers, arts and musical tributes to local artists whose
contributions have put Portland on the map and will
last a lifetime.
Portland’s annual “Keep Alive the Dream” is recognized regionally and nationally as one of the largest
community-based celebrations in the U.S. World
Arts Foundation, Inc. humbly offers to give voice to
the heritage of ordinary citizens’ struggle for peace,
social justice, civil rights, and human dignity.
The entire program will honor Martin Luther
King, Jr. by showcasing a variety of outstanding expressions in song, oration, dance and drumming.
Program format will include digital media, high
definition tape-delayed broadcast, and live artistic
presentations commemorating “A Single Garment of
Destiny.” Program participants will include an array
of community speakers from various civic and social
community organizations.
Invited guests include a diversity of talented local
and regional speakers and performances by: Senator
Lew Frederick, The Honorable Margaret Carter, Ray
& Ada Tellis, Bravo, Portland Interfaith Gospel Choir,
Bishop Grace Osborne, Kukatonon, The Legendary
Beyons, Kemba Shannon Dance Ensemble local student groups and choirs from Portland Public Schools
including the nationally acclaimed Jefferson Dancers
and many more.
Lifetime Achievement Awards is a program centerpiece, which recognizes the contribution of individuals and organizations for exemplary community
service. Our 2017 recipients include:
Raymond Burrell, Pearl Thomas, Rolia Manyongai,
Amando Gonzales, Dr. Carole Smith, Ron Silver, Ray
& Ada Tellis, Eldon Jones; and posthumously: Geoffrey Neil Brooks; Pastor Mary Overstreet; Karen
“KK” Bowles-Scott, and Ann Granville.
Victory Village and Bazaar complements the full
day of voices, music, and purpose with arts, crafts,
services, educational materials, food, photographs,
films, and a network of arts and education advocates.
“Keep Alive the Dream” will be live video streamed
on YouTube and Facebook, and aired live through
Portland Community Media (Cable 11). Portland Public Schools (Television Services), and KBOO-FM Radio
(90.7 FM) will broadcast the live program in real time.
SPONSORS include but are not limited to: Portland
Public Schools, Providence Health & Services, Portland Association of Teachers, Oregon Education Association, TriMet, Enterprise Holdings, Multnomah
County Commissioner Loretta Smith (District 2),
State Farm - Cedric Berry Agency, Portland, General Electric, Concordia University, KBOO Radio (90.7
FM), Portland Community Media and many others.
A donation of $5.00 or five cans of non-perishable
food will be accepted gratefully and given to local
food banks. All attendees will be admitted free!

Five Beaverton Congregations to
Host Forum on Racism Jan. 17
“What Happened to the Dream?” or “The Siege of
the Dream” or “What Can We Do to Restore the Sabotaged Dream?” are all working titles for an honest
discussion on race at 7 p.m. Jan. 17 at Southminster
Presbyterian Church in Beaverton.
Five Beaverton congregations: Murray Hills Christian Church, Christ United Methodist Church, Cedar
Hills United Church of Christ, Spirit of Grace, and
Southminster Presbyterian are hosting a panel discussion as a companion event to the annual Martin
Luther King Jr. celebration which will be held at 4
p.m. Jan. 15 also at Southminster.
Organizers of the event wanted to create an opportunity for suburban residents to interact with lead-

See MLK BRIEFS on page 18
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ing activists in Portland to talk about
critical issues facing the Portland metro in regards to diversity, race, privilege, housing, policing, gentrification
and economic justice. Three panelists
have been selected because of their
commitment to and track record on social change.
The three panelists slated to speak
are JoAnn Hardesty, Teressa Raiford,
and Ibrahim Mubarak.
The Honorable Jo Ann Hardesty is
president of the Portland chapter of the
NAACP. She is a community organizer
and activist who advocates for those on
the downside of power. She campaigns
for police accountability and racial and
economic justice. She hosts a weekly
radio program, Voices from the Edge.
http://consulthardesty.com/about-2/
jah
Teressa Raiford is the lead organizer
of “Don’t Shoot Portland” A social justice movement in support of #BlackLivesMatter as a response to police
brutality and the criminalization of
Black American Youth. She works as a
community advocate and is currently
educating neighborhoods to provide
safety strategies for marginalized communities. The focus is strengthening
relationships to fight discrimination
and organized hate. http://dontshootportland.com
Ibrahim Mubarak is an advocate for
the rights of unhoused people, and has
been involved in the houseless community, in Portland, Oregon for over 15
years. Ibrahim is a co-founder of Dignity Village (2000), Right to Survive

(2009), and Right 2 Dream Too (2011).
http://www.right2survive.net
The event is free and open to the public. Donations will be accepted for honoraria for the presenters.
For additional information or to
schedule an interview, please contact
Southminster member, Janet Cruz at
(503) 350-1578 or John Shuck, Minister,
Southminster Presbyterian Church,
and host of Progressive Spirit and Beloved Community on KBOO/Portland,
at (423) 943-0634.

Clark College celebrates
the Legacy of Dr. King with
activist Rosa Clemente
Clark College will honor the teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. on
Jan. 18, with “Transformation: A New
Era of Social Activism,” a keynote address delivered by Rosa Clemente. The
event, which is free and open to the
public, will be held in Gaiser Student
Center on Clark’s main campus from
noon to 1:30 p.m.
Clark College is located at 1933 Fort
Vancouver Way, Vancouver. Driving
directions and parking maps are available at www.clark.edu/maps. Individuals who need accommodation due to
a disability in order to fully participate in this event should contact Clark
College’s Disability Support Services
Office at 360-992-2314 or 360-991-0901
(VP), or visit Penguin Union Building
(PUB) room 013, as soon as possible.
For more information about this
event, visit www.clark.edu/cc/mlk.

Forest Service Waives Fees
in Honor of Martin Luther

The Strength of Advice
Delivering a breadth of quality ﬁnancial solutions to individual
and institutional investors, companies, and government
entities, D.A. Davidson Companies provides straightforward,
personalized advice, nationally recognized research, and
capital market investment banking expertise to clients who
need help achieving their strategic ﬁnancial goals.

Begin your tomorrow, today
Your ﬁnancial future is closer than you think. Supported by the
resources at D.A. Davidson, our Financial Advisors have the vision
and intellectual capital to help you prepare for the journey ahead.

dadavidson.com
D.A. Davidson Companies has more than 80 years of experience
as an employee-owned ﬁnancial services holding company.

King Jr. Day
The U.S. Forest Service will waive
fees at day-use recreation sites in Oregon and Washington on January 16th in
honor of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
This fee waiver includes many picnic
areas, boat launches, trailheads, and
visitor centers. Concession operations
will continue to charge fees unless the
permit holder wishes to participate.
Fees for camping, cabin rentals, heritage expeditions, or other permits still
apply. The fee waiver does not apply
to SnoParks although they might be
located on national public lands. The
SnoPark permit program is sponsored
by the States of Oregon and Washington.
Check with your local forest or grassland or on Recreation.gov to see if your
destination charges a fee. Go online to
find a national forest or grassland near
you.

Diverse Voices of Faith
to Join for Interfaith
Advocacy Day 2017
Community members are invited to
join with others from around the state
in raising diverse voices of faith to
strengthen Oregon communities, attend issue briefings and workshops on
advocating for compassionate legislation regarding housing, hunger, health
care, gun safety, wage theft and climate
justice, then join in a march to the state
capitol. Interfaith Advocacy Day 2017
will take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Feb.
7. Check-in begins at 8 a.m. at St. Mark
Lutheran Church, 790 Marion St. NE,
Salem.
Organizers will provide talking
points and make all necessary appoint-

ments. The registration fee is $20 per
person ($10 for students) and includes
lunch and materials. Register securely
online or download a registration form
at www.emoregon.org; for more information, call (503) 221-1054. The registration deadline is Feb. 1.
Since 1999, people of faith from
across the state of Oregon have gathered in Salem for Interfaith Advocacy
Day to collectively raise our voices to
advocate for a hopeful future for all
Oregonians. Interfaith Advocacy Day
2017 is sponsored by: Archdiocese of
Portland in Oregon, Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, First African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in Portland,
Interfaith Council of Greater Portland,
Islamic Society of Greater Portland,
Jewish Federation of Greater Portland,
Muslim Educational Trust, Oregon
Center for Christian Voices, Oregon
Unitarian Universalist Voices for Justice, and United Methodist Women of
the Oregon-Idaho Annual Conference.
Endorsers to date include: Allen
Temple Christian Methodist Episcopal
Church, Augustana Lutheran Church,
Christ Church Episcopal Parish, Community of Christ in Portland, Congregation Beth Israel, Congregational
Church of Lincoln City United Church
of Christ, Covenant Presbyterian
Church, Dharma Rain Zen Center, Episcopal Diocese of Eastern Oregon, Episcopal Diocese of Oregon, Havurah Shalom, Jewish Federation of Lane County,
Multnomah Friends Meeting (Quakers), Oregon Alliance for Gun Safety,
Parkrose Community United Church
of Christ, St. Luke Lutheran Church,
St. Mark Lutheran Church, St. Michael
and All Angels Episcopal Church, St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, and Vermont
Hills United Methodist Church.
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Seattle-Area MLK Celebrations, Days of Service
Author Alexs
Pate to Speak
at Community
Celebration
The public is invited to
join King County and its
employees to celebrate
the life of civil rights pioneer Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The theme
of this year’s celebration
is a reminder that one

of the goals of Dr. King’s
“Beloved Kingdom” was
justice and that goal is
always a “work in progress.” The event will take
place from noon to 1 p.m.
Jan. 12 at 5th Avenue Theatre, 1308 5th Ave.
Seattle’s historic 5th
Avenue Theatre will be
the backdrop for the celebration, now in its 30th
year. This free event
recognizes the achievements of America’s foremost leader for Civil
Rights and commemorates Dr. King’s vision of
an America offering opportunity for all.
Alexs Pate, author, professor, and founder of
the Innocent Classroom
program for K-12 educators, will present the
celebration’s
keynote
address. The Innocent
Classroom program focuses on ending educational disparities by closing the relationship gap
between educators and
students of color.
Other speakers at the
celebration will include
King County Executive
Dow Constantine.
The event will also
feature musical performances by the Seattle
Women’s Steel Pan Project, a multi-generational,
multi-ethnic women’s Caribbean steel drum band
dedicated to creating a
space for women and
girls in music through
arts education.

The 5th Avenue Theatre is accessible. Sign
language interpretation
will be provided. Other
reasonable accommodations will be provided
upon advance request.
For more information
or to request reasonable
accommodations,
please contact Paula Harris-White at (206)2632444.
Learn more about our

County’s namesake and
King County’s MLK Celebration at www.kingcounty.gov/MLK.

Youth to Lead
12th Annual Dr.
Martin Luther
King, Jr. March
on Jan. 14
Seattle Parks and Recreation invites the public to join a youth-organized march to honor
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. on Saturday, Jan. 14.
Participants will gather
at 11 a.m. at Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial
Park, 2200 Martin Luther King, Jr. Way, 98144.
Teens will lead the march
to Rainier Community
Center, 4600 38th Ave. S,
98118.
This is Seattle Parks
and Recreation’s Teen
Program’s 12th annual youth march. Teens
from throughout the city
will speak out against
injustice via a peaceful
demonstration. The goal
for the march is to celebrate the contributions
Seattle youth make in
creating a better city
and to honor the work
that youth do to keep Dr.
King’s dream alive every
day.
The event is free of cost
to all teens and community participants and will
include food, live music,

a safe environment and
plenty of fun!
For more information,
please contact Cindy
Sandino-Chang, Seattle
Parks and Recreation,
at 206-551-7316 or cindy.
sandino-chang@seattle.
gov.

Dr. Maxine B.
Mimms to be
Honored With
2017 Dr. Martin

Luther King,
Jr. Community
Service Award
The City of Tacoma
Events and Recognitions
Committee will honor
Dr. Maxine B. Mimms
with the 2017 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Community Service Award
during the 29th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Birthday Celebration
Jan. 16. The event will be-

gin at 11 a.m. in the Greater Tacoma Convention
and Trade Center (1500
Broadway).
The Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. Community Service Award strives not
only to recognize and
encourage
excellence
in community service
activities carried out by
an individual, organization or group, but also
seeks to encourage similar efforts by others who
may want to serve in the

community. It is presented each year during the
City’s annual Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Birthday
Celebration before an average crowd of approximately 2,000 attendees.
For more information
about the 29th Annual
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. Birthday Celebration, visit cityoftacoma.
org/mlk, email MLK@
cityoftacoma.org or call
(253) 573-2523.
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