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Opinion
Macro-Aggression and the Offended Generation

S

cores of dead White men
glared back at them from
the walls of the college
dorm. The thought that
some of these esteemed alumni could have actually owned
their ancestors have apparently haunted the dreams of
some of the privileged, elite
students at Yale so much that
they took to the yard in protest. The dorms at Yale, they
declared, are no longer a ‘safe
space’ for Black students.
In Yorktown, Virginia, a
thirteen year-old kid forced to
deal with the usual cruelties
meted out by middle school
kids, compounded with an
extra dose of racial hostility
wrote an open letter to his
school demanding redress.
These two fragments represent in microcosm the state of
racial relations faced by a new
generation of Black Americans.
On the one hand, they are evidence of the immense progress that has taken place in
the country over the past 60
years or so. The very fact that
there are significant numbers
of Black students at elite universities is a testament to that
progress. And the fact that a
twelve year-old boy attending
a public school in a predominantly White Pennsylvania
county has openly voiced his
frustration speaks to his expectation that the grownups

Armstrong
Williams
NNPA
Columnist
in the room must exhibit better leadership. That’s progress too.
But we have regressed in
some ways too. At the University of Missouri, students
demanded (and received) the
resignations of University
Administrators, who they perceived as being inadequate-

“

mandatory ‘inclusion’ curriculum, the Black student
activists then proceeded to
ban White students who had
joined in their protests from
some of the planning activities, citing the need for a
Black-only space for ‘healing.’
One wonders how, at a
University, which is over
ninety-percent White, Black
students hope to be able win
friends and influence sustainable change using such
immature tactics.
A group of ‘poor,’ ‘righteous,’ and indignant Black
students at Dartmouth took
us back even further. They

They have not yet come to grips
with the reality that much of life is
about striving to correct the infelicities in our own character

ly responsive to their complaints about racial hostilities
on campus. But their need to
be coddled was so strong that
even the ouster of the university’s President and Provost
were not enough. Their list of
eight demands included the
creation and ‘enforcement’
of a “comprehensive racial
awareness and inclusion curriculum throughout all campus departments and units,
mandatory for all students,
faculty, staﬀ and administration.” Despite commanding
the university to implement

actually invaded what should
be the safest space of all at a
University – the library. They
barged into the library as other students were studying
and actually assaulted White
students, hurling despicable
racist epithets, which have
been widely publicized and
do not bear repeating.
It goes without saying that
this group of rash, immature
youngsters need to immediately issue apologies to the
students they harmed, and
seek to make amends. Or they

need to be suspended or otherwise appropriately disciplined by the University.
At the end of the day, these
recent incidents are not really
about attempting to achieve
more inclusion or redress of
age-old racial wrongs. It is
about the “oﬀended” generation expressing its’ inherited
right to be coddled, entitled
and accorded a group privilege based on the assumed
mantle of victimization. They
have grown up on a steady
diet of liberal media hogwash
that finds a bigot behind every door to achievement, a
racial slight in almost every
utterance which challenges
their world-view, whether it
was intended or not.
The belief in an engineered
“equality” to the exclusion
of freedom of thought and
speech leads inevitably down
the road towards fascism.
The engineered equality
attempted by Stalin wasted
scores of millions of lives.
The appeal to authoritarian
intervention to guarantee
outcomes almost always leads
to disastrous consequences.
Real equality doesn’t mean everyone gets the same things,
or even has access to exactly
the same opportunities.
As the lessons of history
have taught us, “equality”
without freedom is utterly
useless.

Missouri Students Teach Lesson in Nonviolent Change

P

aul Robeson. Muhammad Ali. Bill Russell. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Jim
Brown. Curt Flood. Hank
Aaron. The “Black 14” at the
University of Wyoming. The
St. Louis Rams. Michael Sam.
Tommy Smith and John Carlos, black-gloved fists in the
air. LeBron James and Derrick Rose, wearing “I Can’t
Breathe” T-shirts.
These are only a few of the
most visible African-American athletes who risked their
positions, their high status
in our culture, their endorsements and their high salaries
in the cause of civil rights and
equal justice.
Not all the athletes that
championed fair play were
African American, of course.
Roberto Clemente comes to
mind immediately. Bill Walton spoke out against the
Vietnam War. Billie Jean King
stood up for women’s equality
in sports. Brooklyn Dodgers
captain Pee Wee Reese stood
by Jackie Robinson out on
the ball field, making it clear
that the color line had been
crossed for good.
Now the University of Missouri football team has shown
us what real “Tigers” do when
it’s time to pick up the hammer of justice.
These African American
players stood by the student
protesters and hunger strik-

Rev. Jesse
Jackson
NNPA
Columnist
er Jonathan Butler. Interestingly, their White teammates
and their White coach, Gary
Pinkel, then joined the cause,
too. And change came to the
campus.

“

In this case, of course, the
“gun” was nonviolent protest
against racial injustice.
African American athletes
showed their clout.
A sleeping giant awoke.
Today’s colleges spend a
lot of time recruiting African-American
athletes
but much less time recruiting young African American scholars. No expense is
spared to develop a young
halfback, but fewer and fewer Pell Grants are available

The University of Missouri football team has shown us what real
“Tigers” do when it’s time to pick
up the hammer of justice

The students and the athletes showed that they had
studied Dr. King and the lessons of the civil rights movement. They were disciplined,
nonviolent, focused — and
they used their leverage to
demand a role in their own
educations.
Strategically, they chose a
moment to act when they had
leverage over a million dollars in potential TV revenues.
It was smart organizing, and
it worked. As the old saying
goes, rabbit hunting is a lot
less fun when the rabbit has
a gun.

to support young chemists.
Good athletes are awarded
scholarships (unless they get
hurt), while their universities
reap millions in tickets sales
and revenue from jerseys and
sports bling.
Athletic departments are
supposed to be appendages of
universities, but it often appears that the reverse is true.
African American players are
empowered on the field, but
much less so in the classroom.
Think about college basketball. The entire sports world
focuses on “March Madness,”
when integrated teams from

all over the nation compete
for sports glory. But what
about “May Sadness,” when
graduation time comes, and
many athletes are left behind
and left out.
Meanwhile, good minority
students — and many, many
good White students — struggle to pay excessive tuition
and fees, too often ending up
buried under massive loans,
which will hem them in for
decades.
On Saturday afternoons,
those of us who are sports
fans choose to root for our
teams based on uniform color
rather than skin color. This
was not always so.
It’s a change in American
culture that deserves celebration.
And it teaches us a lesson
for the rest of society, because
young African Americans
can compete and excel when
the playing field is level, when
the rules are public, when the
goals are transparent, when
the referees are fair.
Our sports playing fields
are level, and our teams are
diverse, multicultural, multiracial and successful. Our
societal playing fields are not
so level, are less diverse, and
the rewards are less evenly
shared. College campuses are
good places to learn this lesson and to begin to discuss
how to do better.
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Black Youth Leading the Way in This Modern Day Movement

I

magine being a young
teenager and deciding
to participate in a serious march that you
hoped would shed light
on the injustices facing
Black people in this country, as well as change the
unjust laws that were in
place allowing those injustices to be perpetuated without consequence.
That is what our current generation – the
Joshua Generation – is
up against and that is
what many that have
come before them have
had to endure.
This year marks the
50th anniversary of an
event that was televised
around the world called
“Bloody Sunday” and
that event became one
of the major catalysts behind the passage of the
1965 Voting Rights Act
that strengthen the voting rights for Black people in this country.
Inspired by Martin
Luther King Jr., a young
Black man by the name
of John Lewis joined
the burgeoning Civil
Rights Movement. Lewis was a Freedom Rider,
spoke at 1963’s March
on Washington and led
the demonstration now
known as “Bloody Sunday.”
“Bloody Sunday” refers
to the March 7, 1965, civil
rights march in Alabama
that was scheduled to go
from Selma to the capitol
in Montgomery to protest the shooting death of
26-year old Black activist
Jimmy Lee Jackson, who
was shot in the stomach

tacks deeply shook
the country and put
Jeﬀrey L.
necessary pressure
Boney
on then-President
Lyndon B. Johnson
NNPA
to advocate for the
Columnist
passage of the Voting Rights Act of
1965.
Lewis became one
on February 18, 1965, by
Alabama State Trooper of the thirteen original
James Fowler while the Freedom Riders and was
troopers were breaking the youngest of the “Big
up a peaceful protest in Six” civil rights leaders and the chairman of
Marion, Perry County.
Lewis worked with oth- the SNCC from 1963 to
er Student Nonviolent 1966, some of the most
Coordinating Commit- tumultuous years of the
tee (SNCC) and Southern civil rights movement.
Christian
Leadership During his tenure, the
Conference (SCLC) ac- SNCC opened Freedom

“

youngest speaker that
day.
It is that same spirit –
that flows from Lewis,
the last living person
who addressed the 1963
March on Washington –
that has seemingly found
its way inside the hearts
and minds of a new generation of modern day
Civil Rights leaders in
this country who are
fighting to shed light on
critical issues impacting
the Black community
– from police brutality
to economic disenfranchisement to political
and legal disparity.
All across the country,

All across the country, we are seeing a number
of young activists that have taken up the
mantle, without fear or favor, to speak up and
speak out

tivists to assemble and
lead over 600 marchers
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge on the way
to Montgomery. Lewis
and the marchers were
violently assaulted and
driven back by numerous law enforcement officials after they crossed
the bridge. Lewis, who
still bears the visible scar
on his forehead from the
blow he received from
an Alabama State Troopers’ nightstick, along
with the other unarmed
marchers, were beaten
and gassed during the attack, while media outlets
were on hand to cover
the event live.
The footage of the vicious and heinous at-
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Schools, launched the
Mississippi
Freedom
Summer and organized
the voter registration
eﬀorts that led to the
pivotal Selma to Montgomery marches. As the
chairmen of SNCC, Lewis
wrote a speech in reaction to the Civil Rights
Bill of 1963, where he denounced the bill because
it didn’t protect African
Americans against police brutality; nor did
the bill provide African
Americans the right to
vote. In that year, Lewis
helped plan the historic
March on Washington
in August 1963, the occasion of Dr. King’s celebrated “I Have a Dream”
speech and at 23 was the

we are seeing a number
of young activists that
have taken up the mantle,
without fear or favor, to
speak up and speak out
about these issues and
are not backing down.
Protesters have been
gathering in various cities to demand accountability in the legal system
following the grand jury
decisions
concerning
Michael Brown in Ferguson, Missouri; Eric Garner in Staten Island, New
York; and Jordan Baker
in Houston, Texas.
The majority of demonstrations we have seen
have been youth-led
movements that has gotten the attention of mainstream America and has

breathed life into a generation of young people
who had not been as politically engaged in matters concerning injustice
as they once had been.
Young people who are
students, community activists and members of
grassroots organizations
have made it a point to
not stop demonstrating
and to keep up the pressure on key entities in
order to have their message heard. They have
implemented extremely
unique activities and
messaging in order to
keep their message fresh
and to capture the attention of America.
Young people have
staged something they
have labeled “a die in”
– which is the act of laying on the ground to
represent the hours that
Brown lie dead in the
street in Ferguson.
Protesters have added to the traditional “No
Justice No Peace” chants,
by incorporating “I Can’t
Breathe” and “Black Lives
Matter” messaging.
All across the country,
protesters took to streets
of many of the busiest
intersections in their respective cities in order to
get their message out and
stand in solidarity with
the families of Brown
and Garner. In addition
to the street-side protests, many youth demonstrators held massive
demonstrations inside of
many of the major shopping malls across the
country.
Many grassroots ac-

tivist groups, such as
the Houston Justice
Coalition, held forums
and town hall meetings
aimed at local criminal
justice reform and developing plans towards the
next steps needed to deal
with the political, law enforcement and judicial
systems, in the wake of
the grand jury decisions
involving Jordan Baker, Brown, Garner and
countless others.
Black youth have been
desperate for leadership
ever since integration
and the lack of mentorship and abandonment
has forced Black youth
to find their own way to
deal with the injustices
they are witnessing and
up against – without
even considering those
who should be leading
the way.
This response to social
and community issues
is nothing new. Hip-hop
was formed because
Black youth needed an
outlet to talk about what
they were experiencing
and going through.
Gangs were formed because Black youth wanted to know what a family looked and felt like,
so many joined gangs to
create a family-like atmosphere and belong to a
family that they felt truly
understood them and related to them.
Black youth are no longer seeking to be marginalized. Black youth are
seeking respect and justice and will do what they
need to do to be safe, have
stability and survive.
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State Legislation Funds Research on Black Student Success
Department of Education plan focuses on closing the achievement gap, improving outcomes

By Arashi Young
Of The Skanner News

T

here is a new Black student success plan being created by the Oregon Department of Education,
community based organizations,
teachers and parents.
The landmark plan focuses on closing
the achievement gap for African American students -- and most importantly,
it is funded. Around $3 million will be
used to plan and fund grants for Black
student success initiatives.
Markisha Smith, an education equity program specialist with the Oregon
Department of Education said this endeavor is a way to bring together the
extensive community knowledge of
Black students’ needs with institutional funding.
“We know works well… we know
what works for our kids and it’s a matter of putting resources behind that
and believing that the traditional way
in which we do things is not necessarily the only way that we can do things,”
Smith said.
The plan and funding come from the
Oregon State legislature House Bill
2016 which was signed into law by Governor Kate Brown on July 1, 2015.
It was signed amidst a tense national
conversation about race as South Carolina debated the removal of the Confederate flag after the horrific Charleston
church shooting committed by Dylann
Roof.

The
bill
directs the
Oregon Department of
Education to
create
and
implement a
statewide education plan
for
Black
students. To
this end, ODE
has created Ron Herndon, director of
a Black stu- Albina Head Start School in
dent success
Northeast Portland
plan
advisory group and has hired Education
Program Specialist Kendra Hughes to
coordinate these eﬀorts.

“

Initiative.
Smith said the advisory group has
a wealth of insight from working for
Black students for many years.
“We’ve got good folks behind this who
are really driving the conversation and
making those key recommendations,”
Smith said. “They are doing that based
on research, based on experience; I
think that is a game-changer.”
A full list of advisory group members
can be found here: http://www.ode.
state.or.us/superintendent/priorities/
advisory-group-members-for-website.
pdf
The advisory group has been meeting about once a month since October
2015. In April the group will deliver
the plan to the legislature and begin the

the group will be looking to fund programs that are evidence-based and results oriented. The funding provides
an opportunity to prove to the legislature that backing black education can
close the achievement gap.
If the 2016 school year shows good results, the advisory group can make the
case for continued investment in black
student success.
Ron Herndon, who is a part of the
advisory group, said there are a lot of
knowledgeable people making recommendations and he believes the end
product will be good, but he is concerned the plan wouldn’t be enacted.
“The big question is ‘What happens
with the work when the committee is
finished?’, there have been studies done

There have been studies done for the last 200 years regarding the condition of Black people in this country and most of them end up gathering
dust on someone’s shelf. If you took all these reports and stacked them up,
it would be higher than the Empire State Building

Smith said the advisory group is consists of a mix of individuals who are
dedicated to education; from Pre-K
through higher Ed. Advisory group
members include community advocates Ron Herndon from Albina Head
Start, Tony Hopson with Self Enhancement, Inc., Nkenge Harmon Johnson
of the Urban League of Portland and
Charles McGee from the Black Parent

grant proposal process. There will be a
request for proposals from education
and community based organizations.
Smith said after the grants have been
approved the funding will be available
for some summer activities and programs that will start in the fall 2016
school year.
Right now, the $ 3 million investment
is for one year of funding. Smith said

for the last 200 years regarding the
condition of Black people in this country and most of them end up gathering dust on someone’s shelf,” Herndon
said. “If you took all these reports and
stacked them up, it would be higher
than the Empire State Building.”
Herndon would like to see close mon-

See FUNDS on page 14

We proudly honor the rich history
of Black Americans and their
contributions to our society.
Madame C. J. Walker, first self-made American
woman millionaire • Hyman S. Thomas invented
the potato chip, originally known as the Saratoga
chip • Matthew A. Henson, first man to set foot on
the North Pole • Jessie Jarue Mark, first woman
to earn a doctorate in botany • Isaac Murphy
won the very first Kentucky Derby • Dr. Charles
Drew discovered the method for preserving blood
plasma • Jewel LaFontant Mankarious, first woman
to argue a case before the U.S. Supreme Court •
Yvonne Clark, first woman to earn B.S. in chemical
engineering at Harvard • Louis Armstrong, first
to sing in ‘scatting’ style. • Otis Boykin invented
guided missile device • Jane Wright pioneered
several advances in the field of chemotherapy •
Frederick McKinley Jones, inventor of portable
X-ray machine • William A. Hinton developed first
test for syphilis • Norbert Rillieux developed the
first system for refining sugar • S. Boone invented
the first ironing board • Frank Grant, inventor
of the baseball chin guard • Shelby J. Davidson
created the first adding machine • William Warrick
Cardozo pioneered the study of sickle cell anemia

RIDE THE WAVE

February 24, 2016 - Black History Edition The Skanner Page 5

Black History
By Zenitha Prince
Special to the NNPA
from the Afro-American
Newspaper

F

or elders within
Baltimore’s
Black
community, the recent uprising after
the death of 25-year-old
Freddie Gray was like a
flashback to the riots that
erupted in April 1968 after the assassination of
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Both were birthed
from tragic events involving the deaths of an
African-American man
and both represented
the underlying rage
and frustration present
in the African-American
community caused by
years of not just benign
neglect but [also] what
appears to be intentional neglect caused by racism,” said Bishop Douglas
Miles, pastor of Koinonia Baptist Church and
co-chairman emeritus
of the advocacy group,
Baltimoreans United in
Leadership (BUILD).
Both riots occurred
after months of protest
by
African-American
communities across the
nation.
In the summer of 1967,
smoke hovered over cities such as Detroit, Newark and Chicago as Black
Americans
expressed
frustration over the lack
of social and economic
progress.
Baltimore had largely kept its cool until
the assassination of Dr.
King on the balcony of a
Memphis, Tenn., hotel on
April 4, 1968 ignited the
smoldering anger that
had been, until then, contained.
Within two days of
King’s death, Baltimore
had joined the almost 100
cities across the nation
where riots had erupted.
Driven by frustrations
over limited job and
housing opportunities,
and further fuelled by
resentment of merchants
who practiced usury and
charged higher prices
for lower-quality goods,
fire bombers struck
the first major blow in
the Gay Street commercial corridor on the night
of April 6.
“The looting and burning swept eastward
from Gay St. to Milton
Ave., and spread in crazy-quilt patterns across
the inner city,” reported
the AFRO in its April 13,
1968 edition.
Pastors, community activists and political leaders such as Clarence and
Parren Mitchell walked
the streets trying to calm
protestors. And there
were unexpected voices,
like that of then-notori-

ous drug kingpin Melvin
Williams.
“Little Melvin (Williams) had talked to some
of the guys to come together,” Clarence Mitchell recalled in an April
2008 AFRO article. “The
hustlers of the day came
from East Baltimore,
they came from South
Baltimore and they came
from West Baltimore and
they made appeals to the
communities that they
came from to stop the riots. The next day the riots had stopped.”
After four days of rioting, four people had been
killed, 700 injured; there
had been more than 600
fires, about 1,000 businesses had been looted
or burned and 5,800 people had been arrested,
according to an AFRO recounting.
The seeds of disillusionment, hurt and frustration that gave birth
to the ’68 riots were in
many ways responsible for the unrest that
bloomed almost 50 years
later.
“The same societal ills
that beset African Americans in ’68 had been
heightened over the
years because of the lack
of federal, state and local
funding to correct many
of the ills,” Bishop Miles
said. “And what made it
worse is the fact that the
employment
opportunities present in ’68 are
virtually nonexistent in
2015, particularly Rust
Belt jobs like those at
Bethlehem Steel, which
at its peak employed
about 32,000 people.
“That employment has
been replaced by minimum wage, part-time,
often seasonal jobs in
the service industry,” he
continued. “And now the
largest employer in poor
communities in Baltimore is the illegal drug
enterprise, which was
virtually non-existent in
1968.”
The explosion of the
drug trade in turn influenced the adoption of
an aggressive, “broken
windows” policing policy that fostered police
mistreatment of African
Americans and bred mistrust.
The slaying of Trayvon
Martin, Michael Brown,
Eric Garner and countless other unarmed
Blacks at the hands of
police and vigilantes
over the past few years
triggered protests across
the nation. And the death
of Freddie Gray, a Sandtown-Winchester resident, while in police custody on April 19, brought
matters in Baltimore to a
head.
Days of peaceful protest were transformed

April 27, the day of Gray’s
funeral, when a group of
students began to taunt
and throw missiles at
police oﬃcers and their
cars near Mondawmin
Mall.
Activists and interfaith
leaders, particularly the
Rev. Jamal Bryant of Empowerment Temple, took
to the streets, oﬀering
prayers to God and petitions to rioters to stop
the destruction. And, as
the hustlers did in ‘68,
members of the Crips,
Bloods and Black Guerilla Family gangs also
stepped up to try and renew the peace in 2015.
The damage was nowhere near as far-ranging or extensive as left in
the wake of the ’68 riots.
In fact there are still
some burnt-up shells
of businesses that were

PHOTO BY WARREN K. LEFFLER (PUBLIC DOMAIN)

Riot Redux: Events of 2015 Mirrored the Unrest of 1967, 1968

This photograph shows a soldier standing guard on the corner of 7th & N Street NW in Washington D.C.
with the ruins of buildings that were destroyed during the riots that followed the assassination of Martin
Luther King, Jr.
burned in 1968, particularly on Gay Street. But
the new destruction compounded blight left behind 47 years ago, some
leaders said.
“We’re still recovering from a situation that
occurred 40 years ago
and now we have further

destruction on top of it.
This just sets us further
back.”
“There needs to be the
same type of strategy
development for neighborhoods as was created
for the development of
downtown, a strategy
that must go forward

regardless of who is in
the mayor’s oﬃce or the
governor’s seat,” he said.
“Unless that kind of higher commitment is made,
three to five years from
now we will be reliving
the same type of turmoil
that we are witnessing
today.”
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By Rachel Kersey
Special to NNPA from Howard
University News Service
WASHINGTON — Westboro Baptist Church, the infamous unaﬃliated church known for its hateful, unorthodox protests, especially against
homosexuality, brought its hate speech
to Howard University – and the university’s students and staﬀ fought back.
Armed with picket signs, the organization, which has been denounced
by the two largest Baptist denominations, April 10, gathered on 6th Street

“

there and may be called to repentance
by the Lord their God.”
Howard students met the signs with
their own. Dressed in all-black or rainbow colors, the students held signs that
read “HOWARD <3s OUR LGBTQ,” “ALL
BLACK LOVE MATTERS” and “GOD
LOVES EVERYONE.”
Nearly 100 students gathered at the
flagpole and marched to the corner of
6th Street and Howard Place, where
they promptly turned their backs on
Westboro.
With fists raised in defiance, the sea
of students sang “Lift Every Voice and

This sort of hate-filled rhetoric is not condoned
on our campus, and we want to show them that
through a show of solidarity

on Howard’s campus to denounce
OUTlaw, Howard University School of
Law’s organization for lesbians, gays,
bisexuals, and transgender and queer
students.
“AMERICA IS DOOMED,” “MOURN
FOR YOUR SINS” and “GOD H8S FAG
MARRIAGE,” the signs read. One sign
featured a depiction of anal sex.
“It is a shameful sight to see the way
that these young people behave, and
the parents teachers and preachers
have done that to them,” the church
said on its website in explaining why it
came to Howard. “They have no chance
when they stand before the Great
White throne on Judgment Day. We
come in hopes that one little lamb is out

Sing,” and more than one student shed
a few tears. Only 20 minutes after starting, Westboro headed down the hill to
the taunts of Howard students, who
turned around to send them on their
way.
“I thought it was perfect,” said Nia
Johnson, a junior economics major. “I
definitely felt the love and I felt proud.
I was actually happy it ended early.
Our power showed them that it wasn’t
worth it here.”
Amber Mason, president of OUTlaw,
agreed.
“This sort of hate-filled rhetoric is not
condoned on our campus, and we want
to show them that through a show of
solidarity,” Mason said.

PHOTO BY SHENARRI FREEMAN/HUNS

Anti-Gay Protest Backfires at Howard University

A group of students pose for a picture during a counterprotest against Westboro Baptist Church members
(not shown) on the campus of Howard University. Church members were on campus protesting Howard
University School of Law’s organization for lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and transgender and queer students.
“That’s now how we think here at
Howard. We are inclusive, we’re accepting and their kind of speaking and
behavior will not be condoned.”
Lydia Durfler, the organizer of the
student protest, said she did so because
LGBT community at Howard is often
slighted.
“I don’t think it gets enough outright
support from the Howard community,
especially where the administration
and faculty is concerned,” said Durfler,
a senior political science

Get Breaking News

major and an Amnesty International
intern.
“And if we had a group on campus
saying derogatory things about black
folk and we weren’t doing something to
build ourselves up in the midst of that,
that would seem pretty crazy. The same
goes for the LGBTQ community.”
Joshua Narcisse, president of the
Chapel Assistants, an interfaith organization with Howard’s Andrew Rankin
Memorial Chapel, said his organiza-

See HOWARD on page 8
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By Jazelle Hunt
NNPA Washington Correspondent
WASHINGTON – A little help may
be on the way for historically Black
colleges and universities struggling
against falling financial support and an
increasingly skeptical public.
The Bipartisan Congressional HBCU
Caucus was launched in May, with Congressional members Representatives
Alma Adams (D-N.C.) and Bradley Byrne (R-Ala.) at the helm. Its 45 members
and counting are charged with safeguarding the interests of historically
Black colleges and universities, supporting students and graduates; creating a national dialogue; and educating
other members of Congress on the value of these institutions.
“This bipartisan HBCU Caucus is
bringing together champions for HBCUs, so that we can make an even big-

“

from Newark, New Jersey who came to
North Carolina – wasn’t fully prepared
– but yet North Carolina took me in, got
me prepared, and I was able to do what
I’m doing right now.”
The caucus comes at a time when HBCUs are facing a barrage of challenges.
In 2011, Congress put more funding
toward need-based Pell grants, but
lowered the cap to 12 semesters (or six
school years) instead of the previous
18. Non-traditional students, such as
parents, veterans, and people beyond
their early 20s, as well as low-income
students who work part-time, often
have complicated circumstances that
make it diﬃcult to go straight through
four years of school full time. For such
students, it can take several years to
earn a degree.
“Many of our young people really do
have to work…to pay for education. So
a large majority of students we serve at
our HBCUs in
particular are
on
financial
aid – several
types of financial aid,” said
Rep. Adams at
a launch event
for the Caucus. “We talk about access
and aﬀordability. You don’t have access
if you don’t have the check to go with it.”
The same year, federal parent PLUS
loan requirements were changed in
an eﬀort to keep financially burdened
families from taking on more debt.
The changes went into eﬀect almost
immediately, and thousands of previously approved parents were abrupt-

We talk about access and aﬀordability. You don’t have access if you
don’t have the check to go with it

ger impact to ensure their needs are
heard in every aspect of policy making
and across party lines,” said Rep. Adams, creator and co-chair of the caucus,
alumna of North Carolina A&T State
University, and former administrator
at her alma mater and Bennett College,
both in Greensboro, N.C.
“[HBCUs] do what no other schools do
for students like me, a poor Black girl

COURTESY PHOTO

New Congressional Black Caucus Created to Champion HBCUs

Representative Alma Adams (D-N.C.), shown here,
partnered with Bradley Byrne (R-Ala.) to launch the
Bipartisan Congressional HBCU Caucus.
ly denied for a renewal. As a result
thousands of students – largely Black,
low-income, and first-generation –
were forced to pause or delay their
college educations. According to data
from the National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators, enrollment at HBCUs fell 3.4 percent for
fall 2012. The number of students with
PLUS loans fell 46 percent, and HBCUs
saw a 36 percent decrease in the awarded dollar amounts.
That meant fewer students able to
continue college, and less revenue for
the schools.
The Obama administration has corrected this oversight, but the damage
has been done.
“Our parents spend much more money on educating their children than

White families do. That’s just a fact, if
you look at percentage of income,” said
caucus member Rep. James E. Clyburn
(D-SC) at the same event. “We’re talking
about good students who need an opportunity, who need to go into an environment that’s nurturing. So we are
going to have to fight for these HBCUs.”
There is also less aid available for institutions. According to a 2014 report
from the Center on Budget and Policy
Priorities, state schools now rely on
students fees and tuition for 48 percent
of their revenues, compared to 24 percent in 1988.
Of the nation’s 105 HBCUs, nearly half
are state schools. Meanwhile, Texas,
North Carolina, South Carolina, West
Virginia, Virginia, Arkansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Florida, and Delaware
were all caught withholding state funds
specifically from their HBCUs.
The Department of Education shells
out roughly $300 million for Black
schools each year. But this funding, like
all federal money, can change without
warning from year to year.
Howard University, for example, is a
private school, but has historically had
its own line in the budget that serves as
a critical source of funding.
In 2012, this funding was cut by more
than $12 million, and has remained at
that amount each year since.
The Obama administration has attempted to work around the financial
squeeze by awarding of grants and
contracts to HBCUs through the White
House Initiative on HBCUs, but some
reports state that the amount of these
awards is also on the decline.
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Project Aims to Mark Dozens of American Slave Trade Ports

PHOTO BY BOB SELF/THE FLORIDA TIMES-UNION VIA AP

“In the same way, people
marked Plymouth, they
marked Jamestown, they
marked St. Augustine.
Well, in each of those
places, Africans were
there too.”
The project is rolling
out as places around the
country have been com-

In this Jan. 23, 2014 photo Ann Chinn, left, who heads up the Middle
Passage Ceremonies and Port Markers project, poses with her
husband Charlie Cobb, who assists with the project, at their home in
Jacksonville, Fla. The project has been working to place markers at
40 ports along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts where slaves arrived or
where ships were sent to be used in the trade.
MICHELLE R. SMITH,
Associated Press
PROVIDENCE, R.I.— A
project aimed at memorializing America’s slavetrade ports is moving
to Rhode Island, where
some 1,000 slave-trading
voyages were launched.
The Middle Passage
Ceremonies and Port
Markers Project has been
working to place markers at 40 ports along the

Atlantic and Gulf coasts
where slaves arrived or
where ships were sent to
be used in the trade. The
Middle Passage refers
to the forced migration
across the Atlantic Ocean
of more than 10 million
Africans, many of whom
died on the way.
“We’re just simply
saying mark the place
where it began,” said Ann
Chinn, who founded the
Middle Passage project.

“

there. Markers have also
been placed in cities in
Virginia, Georgia, Maryland, New York, Florida,
South Carolina and Louisiana.
Each city works out the
details on its own. Some
markers contain just a
few sentences. Others

Virginia, means visitors
are now learning a more
complete history, Winter
said.
“You’re ignoring this
huge chunk of population by not including
them in the story,” she
said.
Around 60 percent of

People from Brown
University and other local groups plan to meet
Friday to discuss how
to move forward. Ray
Rickman, who is deeply
involved in local historical endeavors, said he
especially wants to see
a marker in the tourist

We’re just simply saying mark the place where it began. In
the same way, people marked Plymouth, they marked Jamestown, they marked St. Augustine. Well, in each of those places,
Africans were there too

ing to grips with their
roles in the slave trade,
including the North,
where the region’s history of fighting against
slavery is more widely
known than its less noble
roots of trading and profiting from slavery.
It uses the Voyages
Trans-Atlantic
Slave
Trade Database at Emory University and other historical records to
identify ports where
slaves arrived or those
that sent oﬀ ships used in
the slave trade. Then, it
works with local historical groups, churches and
others to gain support to
erect markers that note
a city’s role in the slave
trade.
In some cases, local
groups were already
working on something
similar. In Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, for example, a group called
Chinn in October to say
it had already erected
a granite marker saying slaves were brought

are several feet long and
include maps and color illustrations. Markers can cost as little as
$1,000, or several thousand for something more
detailed.
One of the group’s early eﬀorts was in 2013
in Yorktown, Virginia, best known as the
place where the British
surrendered to George
Washington, ending the
Revolutionary War. At
the time, there was little
information about the
history of slavery or African Americans at the
site, even though it was
a major slave trading
port, said Lois Winter,
who served at the time
as chair of the Yorktown
Historical Committee.
“They didn’t include
it as part of the tourist
information, so people
wouldn’t know,” she said.
Installing the marker, which details how
Yorktown served as the
primary point of entry
for Africans brought to

all slave-trading voyages launched from North
America came from
Rhode Island, according
to a Brown University
report issued in 2006.
Voyages left from Providence, Newport, Bristol and Warren. More
than 2,700 slaves were
brought
directly
to
Rhode Island, according
to the Voyages database.
In addition, the state’s
economy was built on
the trade, including shipbuilding, rum distilleries
and other industries.

Howard

hub of Newport, where
millions of people visit
every year.
According to the Brown
University report, Newport’s streets were paved
with money generated
from a duty on slave imports.
Rickman said the nation could begin to fix its
racial problems if people
knew more about its history.
“There are some real
positive things that could
come out of a very close
look at this,” he said.

cont’d from pg 6

tion stands against Westboro Baptist Church.
“One of the dominant
themes in Christianity
is love,” Narcisse said.
“So, at the end of the day,
whether it be Christianity, Islam, Hinduism or
Buddhism, this love or
respect for humanity is
at the center of the work
that the chapel does. And
this is really just a part of
us aﬃrming that.”
Tyleah Hawkins, a senior broadcast journalism major, also objected
to Westboro’s belief and
its tactics.
“I’m a Christian, but
I’ve always been an advocate for gay rights,” Hawkins said. “I don’t agree

with preaching hate. I am
a proud Christian. I love
Jesus . . . and I feel like
Jesus would be out here
protesting with me.”
In the end, the protest
– both sides – was one
chapter of the rich social and political saga of
the university, and there
is undoubtedly more to
follow,” said the Rev. Bernard Richardson, dean of
the Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel.
“This is Howard University,”
Richardson
said. “Protests and all
the other things are what
happen here at Howard.
It’s part of our legacy. It’s
part of our history.”

The James F. & Marion L.
Miller Foundation
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By Freddie Allen
NNPA Senior Washington
Correspondent
WASHINGTON (NNPA) – Julian Bond, a founding member
and communications director
of Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and
immediate past board chairman of the NAACP, was praised
following his August death for
his lifelong human rights contributions by people ranging
from President Obama and his
former civil rights colleagues
to ordinary people who have
benefited from his courage
and advocacy.
Bond, co-founder of the
Southern Poverty Law Center
(SPLC), died Saturday night,
August 15, at the age of 75.
He served as the president
of the SPLC, a legal advocacy
organization that promotes

“

“With Julian’s passing, the
country has lost one of its most
passionate and eloquent voices
for the cause of justice,” SPLC
said in a statement announcing Bond’s death.
“He advocated not just for
African Americans, but for
every group, indeed every
person subject to oppression
and
discrimination,
because he recognized the
common humanity in us all.”
The statement continued: “Not
only has the country lost a
hero today, we’ve lost a great
friend.”
President Obama said in a
statement, “Julian Bond was a
hero and, I’m privileged to say,
a friend. Justice and equality
was the mission that spanned
his life – from his leadership
of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee, to his
founding role with the South-

ROY LEWIS/WASHINGTON INFORMER

Julian Bond Praised for Unselfish Devotion to Human Rights

Julian Bond speaks during the “Vietnam: The Power of Protest” rally at the Martin
Luther King Memorial on May 2, 2015 in Southwest Washington, D.C.
benefited from his example,
his counsel, and his friendship
– and we oﬀer our prayers and
sympathies to his wife, Pamela, and his children.”
Obama added, “Julian Bond
helped change this country for

He advocated not just for African Americans, but for every group, indeed every person subject to oppression
and discrimination, because he recognized the common
humanity in us all

equality and tracks hate
groups, from 1971 to 1979 and
later on the board of directors,
according to a statement issued by the group.

ern Poverty Law Center, to
his pioneering service in the
Georgia legislature and his
steady hand at the helm of the
NAACP. Michelle and I have

the better. And what better way
to be remembered than that.”
Denise Rolark Barnes, Chairperson of the National Newspaper Publishers Association

(NNPA) and publisher of The
Washington Informer, said:
“”His presence and voice will
be sorely missed, but his words
remain true for the NNPA:
‘Good things don’t come to
those who wait. They come to
those who agitate!’”
NNPA President and CEO
Benjamin F. Chavis said, “On
behalf of the National Newspapers Publishers Association
(NNPA), we mourn the passing
of civil rights leader Julian
Bond. The enduring impact
of Bond’s legacy was his longterm dedication to fight for
freedom, justice and equality. As an eﬀective chairman
of the NAACP, cofounder of
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC),

Georgia State Senator, college
professor and columnist for
the NNPA, Julian Bond was a
gallant warrior who championed the interests of Black
America.”
Horace Julian Bond was born
Jan. 14, 1940, in Nashville,
Tenn. His father, Horace Mann
Bond, was a prominent educator, serving as president of
Fort Valley State University
in Georgia and the first Black
president of Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, his alma
mater.
During his time with SNCC,
Julian Bond protested against
segregation of public facilities
in Georgia and was arrested
during a sit-in at Atlanta’s City
Hall.
Later, as a member of the
Georgia House of Representatives, he was a vocal critic of
the Vietnam War.
When the White members
of the House refused to seat
him because of his opposition
to the war, Bond took his case
to the United States Supreme
Court where he won a unanimous ruling in 1966, that said
the legislature had violated
the young lawmakers right
to freedom of speech and ordered the state oﬃcials to seat
him. Bond served in the Georgia’s House for a decade and
went on to serve six terms in
the state senate.
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The Architecture of White Supremacy Still Evokes Pain

Historians struggle with questions of how to preserve, present previously segregated institutions

“

In this Thursday, Jan. 7, 2016 photo, a woman stands in the doorway
of the new Historic Colored Entrance at the Lyric Theatre, in
Birmingham, Ala. Preservationists had to decide whether to keep
reminders of The Lyric’s discarded color line before they unveiled an
$11 million restoration of the 102-year-old theater, which had been
closed for decades. In this case, they chose to highlight the history,
installing a glass door with the etched words “Historic Colored
Entrance” in the lobby wall so patrons can peer into the past.
how the Deep South has
changed since the courts
ended
discriminatory
Jim Crow laws.
Preservationists had to

$11 million restoration of
the 102-year-old theater,
which had been closed
for decades. In this case,
they chose to highlight

AP PHOTO/JAY REEVES

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—
Growing up in the 1950s,
William Bell had to enter
Birmingham’s segregated Lyric Theatre though
a side entrance, marked
“COLORED,” that was
walled-oﬀ from the elegant lobby. He climbed
a dimly lit stairwell to
watch movies from the
steep balcony where
black patrons had to sit
for generations.
Now the mayor of Birmingham, Bell recalls the
Lyric’s beauty, but also
the way it isolated Black
people.
The inequity built into
The Lyric Theatre’s very
architecture is a painful
reminder of the city’s
ugly past as one of the

AP PHOTO/BRYNN ANDERSON

By Jay Reeves
Associated Press

This photo taken Monday, Jan. 18, 2016 shows a wreath decorating
a grave in the black section of once-segregated Oakland Cemetery
in Atlanta. Opened in the 1850s as the city’s main burial ground, the
cemetery wasn’t desegregated legally until the 1960s. Today, tours
and educational materials highlight the vestiges of Jim Crow still
visible in the cemetery.
by wall, so that patrons
can peer into the past.
Across the South, people are struggling with
similar questions: What
does a changing region
do with the vestiges of

It has become more complicated today because people are more
willing to think about the preservation of the architecture of
White supremacy. Initially, no one wanted to save these things

most segregated places
in America. But it also
serves as a living history lesson, a symbol of

decide whether to keep
reminders of The Lyric’s discarded color line
before they unveiled an

the history, installing a
glass door etched with
the words “Historic Colored Entrance” in the lob-
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back-alley service windows, segregated waiting
rooms, dual water fountains and abandoned
schools that once formed
the skeleton of a society
built on oppression?
Northern states have
such reminders, too. A
Black heritage trail in
Portsmouth, New Hamp-

shire, includes all-Black
burial grounds and a
plaque explaining that
blacks had to sit in designated pews in New England churches through
the mid-1800s. In Detroit,
murals decorate a 6-foottall concrete wall built
in 1941 to separate a new
development meant for
whites from an existing
black neighborhood.
But the issue has become particularly acute
in the South, where millions still remember living through segregation.
More so than in the past,
many older people and
younger generations feel
a need now to discuss the
legacy of Jim Crow, said
Robert Weyeneth, a University of South Carolina
history professor who

specializes in preservation.
“It has become more
complicated today because people are more
willing to think about
the preservation of the
architecture of White
supremacy,” Weyeneth
said. “Initially, no one
wanted to save these
things.”
It makes some people
uncomfortable to be reminded of segregation at
the Lyric, but the mayor
believes people must see
history as it really was,
even if that means glancing up at the segregated
balcony where he sat as
a young boy. The ornate
theater was beautiful,
he recalls, but Blacks up
there could never mingle
with the White patrons
far below.
“The best seats were on
the front row of the balcony because you could
flick popcorn or peanuts
down and it would land
in their hair,” said Bell,
now 66, grinning at the
memory.
“We should not shield
ourselves from our past,”
he added.
Some other places
where communities have
had to come to terms with
the physical reminders
of segregation:

See ARCHITECTURE
on page 15
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By Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press
JACKSON, Miss. — The Confederate
battle emblem on the 122-year-old Mississippi flag is a “disgrace” and needs
to be removed, a black lawmaker said
Thursday at a rally outside the state
Capitol.
Longtime Democratic Sen. David Jordan of Greenwood also said the banner
is an embarrassment to more than 1
million African Americans living in
the state.
“Let’s create a new image for all 3 million of us,” Jordan said. “Because the

“

olina lawmakers and Gov. Nikki Haley
removed a Confederate battle flag that
had flown for years outside the Statehouse in Columbia.
Days after the Charleston shootings,
Mississippi Republican House Speaker Philip Gunn said his state should
change its flag because the Confederate emblem had become “a point of offense.” Since then, however, Gunn has
said little about the issue.
Mississippi is the last state with a
banner featuring the rebel emblem — a
red field topped by a blue X dotted by 13
white stars.
Next week is the deadline for legisla-

The bottom line, we ain’t going nowhere. We’ve
been down here 300 years together and we
must live together

bottom line, we ain’t going nowhere.
We’ve been down here 300 years together and we must live together.”
A diverse group of about 200 people
took part in the rally as lawmakers
worked inside. People chanted, “Take it
down! Take it down!”
The event attracted roughly the same
number of people as a mostly white
keep-the-flag rally that took place in the
same spot in January.
Confederate symbols have been
widely debated since nine black worshippers were slain last summer in a
church in Charleston, South Carolina.
The white man charged in the killings
had previously posed for photos with
the rebel flag. Within weeks, South Car-

tive committees to consider bills that
would either remove the Confederate
symbol or strip state funding from
public entities that refuse to fly the flag.
Several Mississippi colleges, schools
and local governments have removed
the flag since Charleston.
A white Lutheran pastor from Jackson, Thomas Clark, told the crowd
Thursday that his ancestors fought for
the Confederacy but he doesn’t want a
state flag that oﬀends people.
“It is important to honor the dead,”
Cook said. “But it’s more important to
respect the living.”
The Rev. Thomas Jenkins, bishop of
New Dimensions International Ministries in Jackson, said Mississippi needs

We honor the many
accomplishments of
African Americans.
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Lawmaker: Confederate sign on Mississippi flag a ‘disgrace’

Hundreds of people participate in a rally to remove the Confederate battle emblem from the Mississippi
flag outside the state Capitol in Jackson, Miss., on Feb. 18, a month after flag supporters gathered there
for their own event.
to redesign its flag to be on “the right
side of history.”
“We must remember the rules of
war,” said Jenkins, who is black. “The
side that loses, their flag goes down.
And I have an announcement to make
today — that the Confederacy lost.” The
crowd erupted into cheers.
Two white men holding large state
and rebel flags stood silently on the
edge of the Capitol lawn, and at one
point protesters went back and yelled
at them: “Take it down! Shut it down!
Take it down! Shut it down!” Capitol police oﬃcers watched to keep the peace.
After the rally, a black woman who

called for changing the flag went up
and hugged the men.
Craig Haden of Jackson, who held one
of the rebel flags, said those who want
to change the state flag are misguided.
“I think a lot of them have been lied
to about Southern history,” Haden said.
“The Confederate States of America
was a libertarian, agrarian society.”

Be a part of the conversation
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Should High School Punishments Go On College Applications?
By Carolyn Thompson
Associated Press

T

hey are basic yesno questions that
ask whether a college applicant ever
got into trouble in high
school. Yet they’re anything but simple, say
some who want run-ins
at school or with the law
taken out of the college
admissions equation.
Advocates, school districts and even some
colleges share concerns
about youthful mistakes
haunting students into
adulthood, especially minority students, who federal statistics show are
suspended and arrested
at
disproportionately
higher rates than their
white peers.
The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law last week called
for the removal of discipline questions from the

“

issued similar appeals,
saying that while most
colleges collect the information, few have formal
policies guiding its use.
“So long as racial disparities persist at every
stage of our criminal
justice system, we fully
expect that these kinds
of questions will unfairly deny educational
opportunity to, or have
a chilling eﬀect on, African Americans and other
minority groups,” wrote
Kristen Clarke, Lawyers’
Committee
president
and executive director,
in a letter to the Common
Application.
At a time of heightened
vigilance against campus
shootings and terrorism,
admissions oﬃcials say
questions about student
discipline are seen as
a necessary piece of a
much larger picture.
“College admissions is
trying to take educated

AP PHOTO/MARY ALTAFFER

Groups say questions about discipline unfairly single out African American applicants

In this Wednesday, Feb. 17, 2016 photo, Miaija Jawara poses for a
portrait in New York. Jawara’s approach when it came time to disclose
on a college application a one-day suspension for a schoolyard fight
that happened in 10th grade was to describe using the experience to
work toward in-school restorative justice in her New York City school.
The Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law on Thursday, Feb.
17, 2016, is calling for the removal of discipline questions from the
Common Application used by more than 620 colleges and universities.
lege and a board member
of the National Association for College Admissions Counseling.
“After the Virginia Tech

are going to come along
with it,” he said.
At Marist, the questions have turned up
everything from private

So long as racial disparities persist at every stage of our criminal justice system, we fully expect that these kinds of questions
will unfairly deny educational opportunity to, or have a chilling
eﬀect on, African Americans and other minority groups

Common
Application
used by more than 620
colleges and universities. The Center for Community Alternatives in
Syracuse, New York, has

risks, whether it be academic risks or students
that have had indiscretions in their past,” said
Kent Rinehart, dean of
admission at Marist Col-

shooting, colleges really
started to look closely
at the responsibility the
admissions oﬃce had in
seeing whether there’s
some warning signs that

school students suspended for not pulling
up their socks to cheating, cyberbullying and
felony convictions. All,
Rinehart said, are taken

in context.
The Common Application, completed by
860,000 students last
year, added the discipline
questions at the request
of participating universities in 2006-07. Colleges
using their own applications often include them,
as well.
New York University in January asked the
Common
Application
to review whether the
queries do anything to
make campuses safer or
discourage minority applicants. The university,
which uses the application, this year began ignoring whether the criminal conviction box had
been checked until after
an initial screening.
The Common App is
looking at the issues,
said Aba Blankson, senior director at the notfor-profit group. In the
meantime,
applicants
who check yes have room
to elaborate.
“A student can say in
ninth grade, I was expelled or suspended and
because of that incident,
the alcohol thing I did,
I became interested in
(Mothers Against Drunk
Driving) or became a volunteer,” she said.
That was high school
senior Miaija Jawara’s
approach when it came

time to disclose a one-day
suspension for a schoolyard fight that happened
in 10th grade. She described using the experience to work toward
in-school restorative justice in her New York City
school.
Even so, “It made me
feel like I’m lessening my
chances of being admitted,” said Jawara.
“It was, like, two years
ago. I’m definitely not the
same person I was then,”
she said. “So I think they
shouldn’t judge me on
something I did when I
was so naive and so immature. I’ve grown since
that experience.”
There were weeks of
worry until acceptance
letters from Iona College
and others arrived. She
still wonders, though,
what to blame for two rejections.
The school board in
Syracuse, New York,
voted to no longer share
disciplinary information
with colleges when asked
on the Common Application or elsewhere.
“How
many
times
should a student pay?
You make a mistake when
you’re a ninth grader and
it hurts you when you
are applying to college?”
asked Sharon Contreras,
superintendent in Syracuse.
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Number of Black
Local Black History Events and News
Teachers Declines
as Minority
Student Population
Increases
Jobs With Justice Screens ‘At the
River I Stand’ Feb. 26

The Coalition of Black Trade Unionists (CBTU) and
Portland Jobs with Justice’s PSU Student Labor Action
Project (SLAP) will screen “At the River I Stand,” a
powerful documentary on the 1968 Memphis sanitation workers strike, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. Feb. 26. The
screening takes place at the Oregon AFL-CIO headquarters, 3645 SE 32nd Ave.
The film features Dr. Martin Luther King and the
merging of the Poor People’s Campaign, and a Worker’s Rights Campaign.
There will be a short discussion afterward.

Know Your City Oﬀers Final ‘Hidden
History of Albina’ Tour in March
The Boise and Eliot neighborhoods in North Portland are rich in diverse history and culture,serving
as the historic heart of Portland’s African American
community.
Know Your City and the Northeast Coalition of
Neighborhoods (NECN) are partnering to provide
“the Hidden History of Albina” tour. Tour destinations include public art, historic buildings, and green
spaces. Here are some of the historic locations that

The number of minority teachers has declined since 1987, even
though the minority student population has grown 17 percent over
the same time period.
By Robert Bess
Special to the NNPA
News Wire from the
Westside Gazette

T

he minority population has grown
tremendously since
the year 2000. According to the Census
Bureau, the Hispanic
population growth is due
to U.S. births–and Asian
population growth is
due primarily to immigration since 2012. That
alone has fueled a 5 percent population growth
in the overall population
of these groups nationwide, according to the
Pew Research Center.
Although there are
probably many byproducts of this population
growth, one of major
concern is the eﬀect that
it has had on our education system in nine major cities in the United
States.
In a study by the Albert
Shankar Institute, it was
found that though the
population for minority
students has increased
continually and for the
first time this past school
year has outnumbered
their white counterparts,
the number of Black
teachers has declined.
The cities included in
this study were Boston,
Chicago, Cleveland, Los
Angeles, New Orleans,
New York, Philadelphia,
San Francisco and Washington D.C., which represent some of the largest

school districts in the US.
The student population
has continued to diversify, and there has been
moderate attention given to the disparity that
exists between white
and non-white school
systems. However, it has
gone under the radar
that minority teachers
have declined although
the minority student
population has grown 17
percent since 1987.
Hispanic teachers have
continued to increase but
not at the rate of population growth of Hispanic
students. Black teachers
have borne the biggest
burden during the recession. It should be noted that during the same
time frame between 2003
and 2011, white teacher
hiring in these systems
grew, and in some cases
doubled in largely minority settings.
The cities represented
in the study have large
education districts with
large minority populations. There have been
recruiting eﬀorts conducted over the last decade with some success.
But, the retention of
these teachers continues
to be low which oﬀsets
the relative success of
the recruiting eﬀort. To
add insult to injury, due
to the lack of experience
of teachers in these districts, there have been
funding challenges and
educational
outcomes
have been substandard.

Know Your City and the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods (NECN)
are partnering to provide “the Hidden History of Albina” tour.
will be visited:
• The only church in Portland where Martin Luther King Jr. preached, Vancouver Avenue Baptist
Church.
• One of the few remaining black owned businesses
on North Mississippi, Sons of Haiti Masonic Lodge.
• The historic headquarters of the Urban League of
Portland.
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• Dawson Park and the remnants of Albina’s City Hall building.
Tour Sponsors: Northeast Coalition of
Neighborhoods and Portland Development
Commission.
The final tour will take place from 3 p.m.
to 5 p.m. March 4 and will depart from
Little Big Burger, 3747 North Mississippi Ave. Tickets for the tour are $16. To
purchase, visit https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/hidden-history-of-albina-tour-tickets-21391053216

Rebulding Center, NAYA to
Present ‘York’ in March
The ReBuilding Center and the Native
American Youth and Family Center invite
you to attend this remarkable event — two
performances of the play York
on March 12 and 13 at Jeﬀerson High School in Portland.
The show is a oneman
production.
Actor David Casteal
will play York, an African American man
enslaved by William
Clark who is best
known for his participation in the Lewis and
Clark Expediciton.
The play will show at 7 p.m. March 12
(doors at 6:30) and 2 p.m. March 13 (doors
at 1:30). A short Q&A panel will follow each
performance.
Tickets: Advance tickets are $7.00 for
students (with ID) and $12.00 for adults.
Day-of tickets are $15.00 at the door. To in-

quire about group ticket sales, please email
info@rebuildingcenter.org for more information.

Oregon History Tour Travels
‘Back Roads to Black History’
Oregon Black Pioneers will host a daylong tour of important sites in Black history outside the Portland area May 14.
A luxury coach bus will travel to six historic tour places and a local winery, stopping in Salem, Brownsville, Philomath,
Corvallis, Soap Creek Valley, Helvetia and
North Plains.
The history tour begins at Unthank City
Park, named after the late civic leader, Dr.
Denorval Unthank.
Each stop includes a history lesson provided by local experts. A special
guest, professional storyteller Chetter Galloway, will also
present
during the
tour. The
$50 ticket
includes a
box lunch
with choices of ham,
roast beef or vegetarian options. A goody bag
with information about each stop will be
provided to all attendees.
Stops include a commemorative heritage
marker honoring 43 African American
pioneers buried at Historic Pioneer Cemetery in Salem; the 1864 home of Cora Ann
Cox in Brownsville; Historic Mount Union

Cemetery in Philomath; the early settlement home of Hannah and Eliza Gorman in
Corvallis; Soap Creek Valley Schoolhouse,
a home that was owned by an interracial
couple located north of Corvallis; Helvetia,
Ore., the home of Black pioneers Floyd and
Annie Cash; and Abbey Creek Vineyard,
located in North Plains and owned by the
first African American winemaker in Oregon, Bertony Faustan. (Wine tasting will be
available for an additional $10 paid directly
to the winery.)
To purchase tickets, visit www.
eventbrite.com /e/the-back-roads-toblack-history-oregon-history-tour-tickets-21592961128.

New Book Shares of African
American Individuals Who
Influenced Growth
In Oregon author Lilian Whitlow’s book
“Lift Ev’ry Voice,” she writes short biographies of several African Americans in history who have helped influence the black
community through their gifts of music,
sports, art, literary work, and politics.
Even though the book is written about
African Americans, Whitlow hopes that
every culture and race will be inspired
through these personal stories.
“Lift Ev’ry Voice” is meant to teach of
fascinating individuals, learn from their
influence, inspire others to live a life of impact, and lastly – share of people who have
not been acknowledged for their influence.
The book is available in softcover, hardcover and e-book and through Amazon,
Barnes & Noble and XLibris.
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itoring of the implementation of the plan and to
see results that change
local and state policies.
The group will use
Oregon Department of
Education data to track
progress. They will look
at things like graduation rates, absenteeism,
attendance and disproportionate
discipline.
They will also look further into culturally responsive
curriculum
and teaching practices as
well as investing in early
learning programs.
Smith said House Bill
2016 goes beyond legislative equity policy that
gives only a mention to
the needs of the underserved, instead of planning and financing to
change the outcomes.
She calls this investment
and prioritization of
Black students in Oregon
a “historic moment”.
“It is … specifically
calling out what needs
to happen for African
American and Black Students in the state to be
successful -- and ways
in which we can go about
that -- and ways in which
we can invest in that,”
Smith said.
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Oakland Cemetery Atlanta

Atlanta’s Oakland Cemetery, with 70,000 graves
dating to 1850, shows that
segregation was meant
to last eternally in the
Jim Crow South, and operators don’t shy away
from its history.
The city-owned cemetery was divided by race
for generations until the
City Council ended the
practice in 1963. Today,
some Black people are
buried in previously allwhite sections, including
Atlanta’s first Black mayor, Maynard Jackson,
who died in 2003 and lies
in an ivy-covered grave.
Explaining this segregated past is part of the
educational mission at
Oakland, said executive
director David Moore.
A brochure, guided
tours and audio exhibits explain the cemetery’s Black section,
which holds about 12,000
graves, and signs denote
the Black section, a Jewish section and a mixedrace “Potter’s Field” for
indigent burials.
A recent visitor complained that the story
of slave burials and segregation was “sad” and
shouldn’t be discussed.
Moore disagrees.
“Cemeteries provide a
great place for people to
look and try to figure out
what happened before,”
he said.

Montpelier Train
Depot - Orange,
Virginia

Built in 1910 when laws
prevented whites and
blacks from mingling
in many public spaces
across the South, the
Montpelier Train Depot
at Orange, Virginia, was
constructed with separate waiting rooms for
whites and blacks. Preservationists at President
James Madison’s Montpelier estate, where the
white-and-yellow depot
is located, decided to
keep the rooms as they
were during a 2010 renovation.
The depot remains an
active U.S. Post Oﬃce,
and some favored taking down the “WHITE”
and “COLORED” signs
that hang over the waiting room entrances. Instead, the depot has been
equipped with exhibits
that explain the legal
history of “separate but
equal” laws and their effects on Black residents
during the Jim Crow era.

Jones County
Courthouse Ellisville, Mississippi

The metal plaques attached to two concrete
water fountains outside
the Jones County Courthouse in Ellisville, Mis-

cont’d from pg 10

sissippi, hide an ugly
truth: one fountain was
exclusively for Whites
and the other for Blacks.
The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
sought the removal of the
dual fountains in 1989,
calling them a painful
reminder of segregation,
but the White-controlled
board of supervisors refused. Instead, oﬃcials
plastered over the “COLORED” and “WHITE” inscriptions, which reappeared once rain washed
away the plaster.
County leaders then
decided to cover the old
racial inscriptions with
plaques denoting the
year the courthouse was
built, 1908. Today, the
twin water fountains
still flank the courthouse
stairs. Nearby on the
lawn stands a monument
to Confederate veterans.

Butler Beach - St.
Augustine, Florida

There’s little to let visitors know that Frank B.
Butler County Park was
once a thriving resort for
blacks located just south
of segregated St. Augustine Beach, Florida.
The park’s website
tells the story of Butler,
a Black businessman
who saw the opportunity
for a Black beach in the
South during the first
half of the 1900s. The Atlantic Coast resort grew
to include bathhouses, a
casino, pavilions, a motel and other amenities
for Blacks who weren’t
allowed at White-only
beaches in the South.
Those structures disappeared generations ago,
and black historian Bernadette Reeves laments
the lack of markers at the
site on scenic A1A to ex-

plain its significance.
“Can you imagine that
the whole Atlantic Ocean
wasn’t big enough for
Whites and Blacks to
swim together?” she said.

Rosenwald Schools Regionwide

Philanthropist Julius
Rosenwald spurred the
construction of more
than 5,300 schools for
blacks across the South
over a two-decade period
ending in 1932. Eﬀorts
to save the buildings are
spotty.
Rosenwald built the
schools at the urging of
Black leader and educator Booker T. Washing-

ton, who founded Tuskegee University in east
Alabama and had a firsthand view of the inherent
inequality of “separate
but equal” schools for
Blacks and Whites. Rosenwald’s schools bridged
a gap that White-controlled
governments
wouldn’t fill.
Today, some communities and groups have embraced the preservation
of these schools, typically
wood-frame structures
built along rural roads.
The National Trust for
Historic Preservation estimates that fewer than
450 survive today.
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Architecture

In this Thursday, Jan. 7, 2016 photo, Birmingham, Ala., Mayor William
Bell, looks up at the stairs of the Historic Colored Entrance at the
Lyric Theatre during renovations, in Birmingham, Ala. Bell says he
remembers running up and down the stairs as a child.
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